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The first thing he learned surprised him. 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej wasn’t born in 
Thailand. He was actually born in the 
USA on the 5th of December 1927 in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts… and he had 
reigned since 1946! “Wheeeww”, 
whistled Ben, “that’s a whole lot longer 
than the four-year terms of American 
Presidents! The people must like him a 
lot.” As he read more, Ben realized this 
was true. The King really was greatly 
loved by his people, for right from day 
one he had worked hard to improve their 
wellbeing and develop the nation. 

























Along the way Dao explained to Ben how 
important the elephant (or ‘chang‛) was to 
the Thai people. “It is Thailand‛s most 
well-known National Symbol. Elephants 
have been a part of our history since the 
early days when they were used to carry 
Kings into battle. Ben, you might be 
interested to know that one of Thailand‛s 
most famous rulers, King Mongkut, King 
Rama IV, once offered some elephants to U.S. President James Buchanan, praising 
their usefulness for heavy work. However, President Abraham Lincoln, who became 
President when the king‛s letter arrived, declined the offer.”

















To mark the boys‛ homecoming, Jai‛s father 
treated them to a Thai boxing (‘Muay Thai‛) 
show. As Ben and his family watched, Jai‛s 
dad explained the sport to them. “This world 
famous martial art was thought to have 
originated many years ago when Siamese 
soldiers who had lost their weapons in battle 
engaged in unarmed combat. Tonight you will 
see that it is very different from the style 
of boxing in America. The fighters not only 
use their fists but other parts of the body 
as well, especially the elbows, arms, feet, and 
knees.”














