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His Majesty King Bhumipol Adulyadej was presented the fi rst Dr. Norman E. Borlaug Medallion, awarded by the World Food Prize Foundation. The 
medallion was presented by Mr. Robert D. Ray, former Governor of Iowa, on July 23, 2007, at the Chitralada Palace in Thailand.
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The 1976 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
Thailand was just one of the 

developments heralding a new relationship between Thailand 
and the United States.  What was once a relationship centered 
on security and economic aid has evolved into a partnership and 
increased cooperation in many fi elds. Challenges are addressed in 
negotiations, which have resulted in agreements on such issues 
as aviation rights and taxation.  While military-to-military ties 
remain important, both nations are engaging as equals in a wider 
range of interests than ever before, and people-to-people contacts 
and cooperation—whether economic, scientifi c, educational, or 
cultural—have grown rapidly in recent years.  This cooperation 
has been sustained by the two countries largely because of shared 
values related to freedom, security, and the well-being of its 
citizens.

Thai Domestic Politics
Thailand is a constitutional monarchy headed by King Bhumipol 
Adulyadej (Rama IX), who celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of 
his accession to the throne on June 9, 2006.  His legal powers are 
limited, but his moral authority and potential infl uence in periods 
of crisis are signifi cant.  According to the Constitution, real day-
to-day political power lies in the hands of the democratically 
elected government led by a prime minister.

Since World War II, Thailand has alternated periods of free-
ly elected civilian government with authoritarian military rule.  
The military last seized power in September 2006, more than fi f-
teen years after its previous attempt in 1991.  The 1991 coup was 
short-lived, and civilian rule was restored the following year after 
bloody pro-democracy demonstrations and intervention from the 
royal palace.  Following a protracted political crisis, the 2006 coup 
was peaceful.  The military leadership appointed an interim civil-
ian government and legislature, as well as a committee to draft a 
new constitution.  The new constitution was accepted through 

Equal Partners
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a national referendum in August 2007 and elections followed in 
December that year, restoring civilian rule. 

During the fi fteen-year period of uninterrupted civilian rule 
there were six elections that provided peaceful transitions to 
new civilian governments.  In addition, there was an exemplary 
process involving widespread public participation in developing 
and approving a new constitution, which established some, and 
strengthened all, democratic institutions in 1997.  The 2007 con-
stitution is designed to address some of the perceived weaknesses 
in the 1997 constitution. 

Thai External Relations in the Region
Along with ties to the United States, Thailand’s foreign policy 
primarily stresses securing stable and constructive relations with 
border neighbors, other Southeast Asian states, and China and 
Japan as major Asian powers.  These efforts are complemented by 
an active Thai role in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), which now encompasses ten states, with Vietnam, 
Burma, Laos, and Cambodia as its newest members.  Thailand 
was instrumental in founding ASEAN in 1967, and it led ASEAN’s 
efforts to marshal international isolation of the Vietnamese-
installed regime in Cambodia during the late 1970s and 1980s.  
Among issues on ASEAN’s current agenda is an evolving free trade 
mechanism, which is aiming for regional trade liberalization, both 
on general principle and to obtain access to neighboring markets 
for its competitively priced agricultural products.  ASEAN holds 
frequent internal meetings to reconcile the ten members’ positions 
on political and security issues, and it has developed regular 
structured group dialogues with major outside powers, including 

the United States.  Thailand 
and fellow members invest 
energy in ASEAN to enhance 
their leverage externally 
through collective action 
and stabilize their mutual 
relations by building 
patterns of cooperation.

A signifi cant offshoot 
of the ASEAN process was 
the inauguration in 1994 of 
the ASEAN Regional Forum 
(ARF), the Asia-Pacifi c’s 
only region-wide forum for 
security discussions, which 

Their Majesties host a dinner for 
President George W. Bush and Mrs. 
Laura Bush at the Grand Palace during 
the President’s State Visit to Thailand 
following the APEC Leaders’ Summit in 
November 2003.
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encompasses all major players, including the United States, China, 
Japan, Russia, and India.  Thailand was arguably the intellectual 
godfather, with ASEAN, in establishing the ARF, and it remains an 
enthusiastic supporter.  The ARF sponsors working group meet-
ings intended to give concrete substance to the organization’s 
goals of building mutual confi dence and cooperation on security 
matters within the region.  Thailand sponsored one such meeting 
focusing on disaster relief early in the ARF’s existence, a topic 
that became reality just a few years later with the massive tsunami 
of December 2004, centered in Southeast Asia.  The close bilat-
eral cooperation between the United States and Thailand enabled 
them to take joint action and a leadership role in the massive re-
lief operation conducted not just in the hard-hit areas of southern 
Thailand, but throughout the region. 

Thailand’s relations with three of its four border neighbors 
underwent major shifts in the mid 1990s.  Changes of government 
in Cambodia and Burma, post-Cold War mellowing in communist 
Laos, and economic liberalization by all three nations have opened 
up opportunities for improved relations and Thai economic pen-
etration.  Thailand has pursued bilateral ties and championed in-
clusion of these states in ASEAN, dropping its previous support 
of border insurgent movements that provided a hedge and a geo-
graphic buffer against once unfriendly regimes.  While its policy 
toward Burma differs from that of the United States, Thailand has 
been receptive to efforts aimed at encouraging political reconcili-
ation and discouraging a crackdown on dissent there.  The Thai 
accept that political stability in Burma benefi ts the entire region, 
and they recognize the need to encourage Burmese cooperation 
on counter-narcotics issues.

Thailand has been acutely 
aware of China’s recent burgeoning 
economic infl uence and future po-
tential as a nearby major power and 
has taken care to cultivate excellent 
relations with Beijing, while at the 
same time encouraging responsible 
Chinese behavior in the region 
through dialogue with ASEAN and 
through China’s participation in its 
regional security forum.  Refl ect-
ing Japan’s limited regional politi-
cal role to date, Thai relations with 
Tokyo have long focused on eco-
nomic issues.

Pesident George H. Bush, President 
Bill J. Clinton, and President and Mrs. 
George W. Bush paid condolences to the 
2005 tsunami victims at the Royal Thai 
Embassy in Washington, D.C.
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Bilateral Relations
In the second half of the 20th century, Thailand and the U.S. 
enjoyed closer relations and exchange in many dimensions.  
In recent years, economic and trade relations have grown in 
importance.  The United States has become a major economic 
partner of Thailand. It is one of Thailand’s largest export markets 
and an important source of imports.  American investment and 
know-how have propelled businesses and provided signifi cant 
employment in Thailand.  Thailand and the United States had 
also initiated Free Trade Area (FTA) negotiations, although these 
have been suspended due to political uncertainties in Thailand.  
Whether the negotiations will be revived will depend on political 
developments in both countries. 

From 1988 to 2008, Thailand and the United States built on 
foundations laid earlier.  Military ties have remained strong.  
Thailand and the United States have conducted over 40 joint 
military exercises every year.  Joint counter-narcotics operations 
are well organized and extend beyond the Thai border.  In October 
2003, the United States designated Thailand a Major Non-NATO 
Ally, the legal status allowing Thailand to be treated as a NATO 
ally in terms of arms trade.  Thailand has also cooperated closely 
with the United States in anti-terrorism efforts.  The high profi le 
arrests of Hambali in 2003 and Victor Bout in 2008, among others, 
stand as a testimony to this cooperation.  The United States and 
Thailand also cooperate through anti-terrorism organizations 
such as the Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR), Bangkok/
Laem Chabang Effi cient and Secure Trade (BEST), Container 
Security Initiative (CSI) and the Personal Identifi cation, Secured 
Comparison and Evaluation System (PISCES). Thailand extended 
its anti-terrorism efforts into military cooperation when it 
sent its soldiers to Afghanistan and Iraq for humanitarian and 
reconstruction missions.  Thailand’s Mae Fah Luang Foundation, 
a royal-sponsored organization, has assisted Afghanistan in its 
efforts in alternative development and crop substitution.  

The two countries aid each other during natural disasters.  
In 2004, the United States was one of the fi rst countries to con-
tribute assistance to Thailand and other countries affected by the 
Tsunami, in which the South of Thailand was severely affected.  
A year later, Thailand sent aid to those who suffered from the 
hurricane Katrina in the Gulf Coast area of the United States.  In 
2008, Thailand became the fi rst country to deliver humanitarian 
assistance to victims affected by the Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar.  
Thailand also succeeded in working with Myanmar to allow direct 
humanitarian assistance from the United States.  Thai-U.S. mili-
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tary cooperation with regard to disaster relief has served as a key 
indication of how military alliances can serve civilian needs in 
times of emergency.

Thailand and the United States have exchanged high level visits, 
which indicate the level of importance of relationship between 
the two countries.  Numerous visits between leaders of the two 
nations included Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra‘s offi cial visit 
to the United States in 2005, during which the Prime Minister and 
President George W. Bush agreed to develop Thai–U.S. relations 
into a strategic partnership.  President and Mrs. Clinton also had a 
state visit to Thailand during his term of offi ce as guests of Their 
Majesties King and Queen of Thailand.  President George W. Bush 
visited Thailand twice during his eight-year term, most recently 
with Mrs. Bush in August 2008.  In his last visit as President to 
Thailand, President George W. Bush gave a major policy speech 
reiterating the importance of Thailand and Southeast Asia in U.S. 
policy towards Asia.  

“Partnership” implies a nuanced relationship based on mutu-
ally benefi cial cooperation in all fi elds, not only military or secu-
rity issues.  Partly to address issues in the emerging partnership, 
the United States and Thailand held two Strategic Dialogues, dur-
ing which both sides discussed fi elds of bilateral cooperation as 
well as cooperation in the region.  The second Strategic Dialogue 
was hosted by the U.S. State Department in June 2008. 

Military-to-Military Relations
The strong security partnership forged by Thailand and the United 
States beginning with World War II has served both countries 
remarkably well.  The Free Thai movement, as described earlier, 
worked alongside Allied Forces in the Second World War’s Pacifi c 
theater.  By 1954, Thailand had become a treaty ally, a status 
reaffi rmed in the 1962 Rusk-Thanat communiqué.  Thai troops 
fought alongside U.S. troops in Korea and Vietnam.  U.S. assistance 
helped Thailand maintain its security and basic stability in the face 
of the protracted Indochina confl ict of the 1960s and 1970s and 
its own domestic communist insurgency that continued into the 
1980s.  As the twenty-fi rst century approached, the relationship 
had evolved into one of partnership, where collaboration is a vital 
part of the bilateral cooperation that was broadening its relevance 
to and interaction with the region.

At the height of the Vietnam War, more than 50,000 U.S. 
troops were in Thailand at any given time.  American bases dotted 
the country.  Today, the bases are in Thai hands and the permanent 
U.S. military presence numbers less than 100 troops.  The military-
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to-military relationship has become a more equal partnership, 
strong and a source of continuing benefi t to both countries.  As 
former Thai Ambassador to the United States Kasem S. Kasemsri 
pointed out, both sides realized that Thai security and prosperity 
are “consistent with the United States’ growing security, political, 
and economic interests in the vibrant Far East Asia and Pacifi c 

region.”

Treaty Allies

As one of America’s fi ve treaty allies in Asia, 
Thailand provides access to its military facilities 
when needed, whether to support military 
operations in Afghanistan and Iraq (including 
providing a small military presence in the 
days immediately after the September 11, 2001, 
attack on the United States), peacekeeping in 
Cambodia and East Timor, or disaster assistance 
to areas in need, such as during the 2004 
Southeast Asian tsunami.  The United States has 

no bases in Thailand, but transits of military aircraft take place 
with few constraints, and U.S. Navy vessels, including aircraft 
carriers, are frequent and welcome visitors to Thai ports.

However, the distinction between alliances in the region has 
proven less relevant as the United States has more recently viewed 
alliance on a global scale.  As President George W. Bush famously 
declared, “You are either with or against us.”  The benefi t of a 
global view of alliance has been positive for Thai-U.S. alliance in 
that the alliance plays an effective part in a U.S.-led anti-terrorism 
strategy.

War Reserve Stockpile

The War Reserve Stockpile Agreement, signed in January 1987, 
enabled Thailand to establish a reserve store of munitions and other 
combat items, with both sides making equal contributions.  The 
stockpile was designed to improve bilateral logistic cooperation, 
enhance sustainability of Thai forces, and serve as a deterrent to 
aggression against Thailand.  The stockpile was turned over to the 
Thai military in 2001.

Exercises and Training

Thailand has also provided a vital and hospitable environment for 
U.S. troops to train and work in concert with a friendly force.  
Over the years, the United States and Thailand have maintained 
an extensive bilateral military exercise program, with an average 

Amb. Leonard Unger and Prime Minister 
Thanom Kittikachom study the model 
of the port of Sattahip.
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U.S. Marine Sgt. Kera Mayfi eld hands 
out school supplies to boys of Chai 
Ratchasima Boy Orphanage in Korat 
during the 2008 Cobra Gold exercise.
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of forty joint military exercises a year.  Included among them is 
the annual Cobra Gold exercise, formerly the largest combined 
conventional military exercise in Asia.  

However, since the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, Co-
bra Gold has responded to emerging security threats and become 
a major multilateral exercise in humanitarian relief and peace-
keeping operations, with fi ve nations partici-
pating in all three elements of the exercise:  
Command Post, Field Training, and Humani-
tarian/Civic Assistance.  Japan, Indonesia, 
and Singapore will join the United States and 
Thailand in the 2008 exercises, which are tai-
lored to prepare Southeast Asian nations for 
cooperative military activities.  Cobra Gold is 
now the largest such exercise in Asia.  In re-
cent years, Cobra Gold has become the plat-
form for “stealth multilateralism”; that is, a 
bilateral military exercise that has become 
multilateralized.  Cobra Gold has opened par-
ticipation to thirty-three countries as participants and observers.  
It is viewed as the most effective way to multilateralize security 
cooperation in Asia.

For decades, signifi cant numbers of Thai military offi cers have 
received training in the United States each year under the Interna-
tional Military Education and Training and other programs, greatly 
enhancing U.S. access to all levels of Thailand’s military hierarchy.  
Since 1950, well over 20,000 Thais have trained under these pro-
grams.  Distinguished Thai military recipients of U.S.-based train-
ing include H.R.H.. Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn, Prime Minister 
General Prem Tinsulanonda, and General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, 
the Army Commander at the time.  

After the military intervention in Thailand in September 
2006, these programs were temporarily discontinued between 
September 2006 and February 2008 under Section 508 of the For-
eign Operations Export Financing and Related Programs Appro-
priations Act, which prohibits grant aid to a country when the 
military takes over a democratically elected government.  The 
discontinuation of assistance did not affect Cobra Gold and Cope 
Tiger, a small-scale exercise that took place in 2007.  Certain 
program such as Counter Terrorism Fellowship (CTF) and ranking 
visits from Thailand continued despite the restrictions.  Deputy 
Secretary of State John D. Negroponte promptly lifted assistance 
restrictions on February 2, 2008, following the re-establishment 
of Thailand’s new cabinet and an elected government.  Lifting re-
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strictions did much to improve security cooperation and overall 
relations between Thailand and the United States.

Equipment and Supplies

These close ties have played a large part in Thailand’s preference 
for U.S. military hardware, a boon for U.S. businesses, and for 
force interoperability.  Despite increased competition in recent 
years from European and other suppliers, American equipment is 
still the technology of choice for most Thai military purchases, as 
demonstrated by the continued purchase, under increased oversight 
by a U.S. interagency working group, of over $2 billion in foreign 
military and direct commercial sales during the September 2006 to 
February 2008 period of military rule.  From 1995 to 2006, the Royal 
Thai Armed Forces purchased a wide range of military hardware 
from night vision equipment to munitions, rifl es, helicopters, and 
F-16 aircraft, as it modernized its force capability.

POW/MIA Program

Thai cooperation also has played a vital role in America’s ongoing 
effort to achieve the fullest possible accounting of American 
personnel missing from the Vietnam War.  Joint Task Force–Full 
Accounting’s Detachment 1, based in Thailand, handles many of the 
logistical demands involved in extended deployments of POW/MIA 
search teams into Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam.  In addition, The 
Walter Reed Hospital Armed Forces Research Institute of Medical 
Science (AFRIMS) operates in cooperation with the Thai military 
pursuing important medical research opportunities, which are 
described more fully later in this chapter. 

Security Cooperation
Thailand and the United States have been working on expanding 
cooperation from defense and counter-narcotics cooperation 
to other non-military areas such as cooperation under U.S. 
Departments of Homeland Security and Justice.  

With Department of Homeland Security, cooperation areas 
under consideration include maritime security, airport security, 
coastguard, and counter-terrorism.  U.S. and Thai agencies have 
had preliminary cooperation in some of these fi elds, such as air-
port security and coast security.  

Thailand’s Ministry of Justice has proposed cooperation in 
prevention and suppression of money laundering, law enforce-
ment, good governance and prevention and suppression of cor-
ruption, enforcement of environment law, and other technical 
and legal cooperation.  The Ministry of Justice has also proposed 
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that Justice Offi cials Training Institute (JOTI) be expanded to a Re-
gional Criminal Justice Training Institute, perhaps initially cover-
ing the Mekhong hub or ASEAN grouping and eventually expand-
ing to cover the Asia-Pacifi c region.

Thai-American Economic Cooperation
Economic ties have long been among the most important areas 
of cooperation between the United States and Thailand.  Early 
ties essentially concerned trade, but during the last half of the 
twentieth century and beginning of the twenty-fi rst century, as 
global economic patterns evolved toward interdependence, and 
technology became more complex, ties between the two nations 
adapted.  New economic ties addressed more issues and recognized 
a variety of stakeholders, including development agencies, private 
investment fi rms, labor unions, refugee organizations, health 
agencies and advocates for the environment.  In addition, scientifi c 
research, particularly in the fi eld of health, became important to 
the well-being of citizens everywhere, and cooperation between 
nations in this fi eld brought widespread economic and other 
benefi ts.  

Trade And Finance

Thailand has undergone radical changes since its economy was 
dominated by traditional agriculture.  Development assistance from 
the United States helped Thailand construct key infrastructure in 
the 1950s and 1960s, helping to set the stage for the robust growth 
that has followed.  The growth of industry on a widening scale 
was accompanied by social changes, including urbanization, in 
the 1970s, which led to steadily accelerating growth in the early 
1980s.  The decade between 1986 and 1996 brought explosive 
growth in the economy and in the 
population in and around Bangkok.  
At that time, Thailand was rated 
by the World Bank as one of the 
world’s fastest growing economies, 
with an annualized growth rate 
of more than 8 percent over the 
previous decade.

Agriculture had led the econo-
my in the 1970s and continued to be 
strong even as other sectors grew. 
However, by the mid-1990s, manu-
facturing and services dominated 
the economy, a position they have 

U.S. Ambassador William H. Itoh and 
Deputy Prime Minister Amnuay Virawan 
signed the Taxation Treaty, as President 
Bill Clinton and Prime Minister Bunharn 
Silpa-archa looked on.
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continued to hold.  Relatively abundant and inexpensive labor 
and natural resources, fi scal conservatism, open foreign invest-
ment policies, and encouragement of the private sector underlay 
the economic success in the years up to 1997. The heady growth 
ended with the Asian fi nancial crisis in that year.  Thailand, like 
many other countries in the region, saw its economy devastated 
by the fi nancial crisis.  Through tough policies and IMF loan as-
sistance, Thailand recovered substantially, but the pace of growth 
has not returned to its former level.

The Thai economy is focused heavily on exports, which ac-
counted for 68.6 percent of its GDP in 2006.  Open trade policies 
and demand for Thai products in the United States and other for-
eign markets helped Thailand’s recovery from the Asian fi nancial 
crisis.  In February 2001, the Thaksin administration took offi ce 
with the aim of stimulating domestic demand and reducing Thai-
land’s reliance on foreign trade and investment.  The Thaksin ad-
ministration embraced a “dual track” economic policy that com-
bined domestic stimulus with Thailand’s traditional promotion of 
open markets and foreign investment.  For 2006, the rebound of 
production in agriculture and manufacturing coupled with soar-
ing numbers of tourists increased GDP by 5 percent.  However, 
the rising cost of energy and the coup d’etat in late 2006 intro-
duced notes of uncertainty that led investors to be cautious.

The Thai economy is essentially a free-enterprise system. 
Certain services—such as power generation, transportation, and 
communications—are state-owned and operated, but the govern-
ment is considering privatizing at least some parts of these func-
tions. The pace of privatization of some state-owned enterprises 
has slipped due to concerns brought by labor unions and some 
nongovernmental organizations.  Entities that have been suc-
cessfully privatized include Airports of Thailand (renamed from 
Airport Authority of Thailand), PTT Public Company Limited (re-
named from the Petroleum Authority of Thailand), and MCOT 
(renamed from Mass Communication Authority of Thailand).  A 
court decision in late 1997 returned a portion of PTT’s assets to 
the Ministry of Finance.  

The Royal Thai government welcomes foreign investment to 
promote economic development, employment, and transfer of 
technology.  Investors who are willing to meet certain require-
ments can apply for special investment privileges through the 
Board of Investment. To attract additional foreign investment, the 
government has modifi ed its investment regulations.  The United 
States is Thailand’s second largest source of foreign direct invest-
ment after Japan; the American Chamber of Commerce estimates 
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the overall investment at over $23 billion.  Much of the invest-
ment is focused in manufacturing vehicles, petrochemicals, and 
electronics, but there are also substantial investments in the ser-
vice sectors, including banking and insurance.  U.S. companies 
employ over 200,000 Thai workers.

The organized labor movement in Thailand is not strong; less 
than 2 percent of the work force is unionized.  In 2000, the State 
Enterprise Labor Relations Act was passed, giving public sector 
employees rights similar to those of private-sector workers, in-
cluding the right to unionize. 

Roughly 40 percent of Thailand’s labor force is employed in 
agriculture (data based on Bank of Thailand.) Rice is the country’s 
most important crop; Thailand is the largest exporter in the world 
rice market. Other signifi cant agricultural commodities include 
fi sh and fi shery products, tapioca, rubber, corn, and sugar.  Exports 
of processed foods such as canned tuna, canned pineapples, and 
frozen shrimp are on the rise. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is represented in 
Thailand by the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS).  An overseas 
offi ce of USDA, the FAS serves as a gateway for U.S. agricultural 
producers, processors, and exporters seeking to export to Thailand. 
The offi ce provides information used to develop strategies 
for improving market access, promoting world food security, 
protecting U.S. interests under trade agreements, and developing 
programs and policies to enhance the competitiveness of U.S. 
agricultural products. FAS works with other U.S. government 
agencies, international organizations, State and local governments, 
the U.S. private sector, the Royal Thai government, and local 
importers, distributors, and retailers.

Thailand’s increasingly diversifi ed manufacturing sector is the 
largest contributor to growth. Industries registering rapid increases 
in production include computers and electronics, furniture, wood 
products, canned food, toys, plastic products, gems, and jewelry. 
Products such as integrated circuits and parts, hard disc drives, 
electrical appliances, vehicles, and vehicle parts are now leading 
Thailand’s strong growth in exports. The appreciation of the Thai 
baht to the U.S. dollar relative to other regional currencies during 
the 2006–2007 period dampened some of Thailand’s exports, 
and export sector margins have been affected. To help arrest baht 
appreciation, the Bank of Thailand applied controls on the import 
of capital into the country in December 2006. 

The United States is Thailand’s largest export market and third-
largest supplier after Japan and China.  In 2006, bilateral trade 
between Thailand and the United States surpassed $30 billion.  

American equipment used to dig wells 
in Northeast Thailand.
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Thailand exported $22 billion in goods to the United States but 
imported only $8 billion, leaving a trade defi cit of $14 billion for 
the United States.  Approximately 15 percent of all Thai exports 
went to the United States in 2006.  While Thailand’s traditional 
major markets have been North America, Japan, and Europe, 
economic recovery among Thailand’s regional trading partners 
and emerging markets in the Middle East, China, and India have 
helped Thai export growth (21.6 percent in 2004, 15 percent in 
2005, 17.4 percent in 2006, and 16.6 percent in the fi rst half of 
2007).  Due to domestic political uncertainty and concern about 
the government’s economic policies, Thai domestic demand and 
private investment were fl at from early 2006 to mid-2007, the 
latest date statistics were available. 

Machinery and parts, vehicles, electronic integrated circuits, 
chemicals, crude oil and fuels, and iron and steel are among Thai-
land’s principal imports. The moderation in import levels (7 per-
cent increase in 2006 versus 26 percent in 2005) refl ected the low 
confi dence of both consumers and investors. 

The Foreign Commercial Service (FCS) of the U.S. Commerce 
Department promotes and protects U.S. business interests and 
assists U.S. fi rms in realizing their export potential by providing 
information, advice, and contacts.  With the American Chamber 
of Commerce, FCS organizes the annual USA Fair, held in Bangkok 
since 2006. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi ce’s regional intellectual 
property rights offi ce and the Trade and Development Agency are 
also located in the U.S. Embassy.  The U.S. Trade and Development 
Agency provides grants that assist in the planning stage of infra-
structure and industrial projects, i.e., feasibility studies, training, 
and orientation visits.  

Bangkok and its environs are the most prosperous part of 
Thailand, and the northeast is the poorest. An overriding concern 
of successive Thai governments, and a particularly strong focus 
of the Thaksin administration, has been to reduce these regional 
income differentials, which have been exacerbated by rapid eco-
nomic growth in and around Bangkok. The government has tried 
to stimulate provincial economic growth with programs such as 
the Eastern Seaboard project and the development of an alternate 
deep-sea port on Thailand’s southern peninsula. It is also con-
ducting discussions with Malaysia to focus on economic develop-
ment along the Thai-Malaysian border.  Renewed insurgency in 
Thailand’s three southernmost provinces in the twenty-fi rst cen-
tury reduced new investment to a trickle.  Reviving the economy 
of this area is a continuing challenge for the government.
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Although the economy has demonstrated moderate positive 
growth in recent years, future performance depends on continued 
reform of the fi nancial sector, corporate debt restructuring, new 
foreign investment, and increased exports. Telecommunications, 
transportation networks, and electricity showed increasing strain 
during the period of sustained economic growth in the 1990s and 
may pose a future challenge. Thailand’s growing shortage of engi-
neers and skilled technical personnel may limit its future techno-
logical creativity and productivity.

 
U.S. Agency for International Development

USAID has been operating in Thailand for more than half a 
century.  It opened in 1950 and contributed more than $1.1 billion 
to the country’s development before closing in 1996. In 2003, 
USAID reopened the Regional Development Mission for Asia in 
Bangkok, and today operates programs in Thailand and in ten 
other countries throughout Asia, managing a budget of about $120 
million annually for those programs.

Between 1950 and 1995, USAID provided assistance in Thai-
land in agriculture, science and technology, environmental man-
agement, rural development, health and family planning, and in-
frastructure development.  More than 11,000 Thais were trained in 
the United States, and well over 100,000 Thais received in-coun-
try training in a variety of sectors.  

Since reopening in 2003, USAID programs in Thailand have 
addressed numerous regional and transnational issues, including 
natural resources, HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, avian infl uen-
za, human and wildlife traffi cking, and political confl ict.  USAID 
has tackled the global scourge of traffi cking in persons by form-
ing a public-private partnership with the MTV Europe Foundation.  
In 2007, they produced a 
documentary to help prevent 
people from being defrauded 
or coerced into forced labor, 
servitude, or sexual exploita-
tion.  The fi lm was launched 
in Thailand and has since been 
broadcast throughout Asia on 
MTV networks.

In southern Thailand, 
USAID is supporting recon-
ciliation by helping to pro-
vide high-quality education 
to minority Muslims.  In the 

USAID administrator Peter McPherson 
(center) views work on a USAID-
assisted project in northeast Thailand 
in 1982.
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country’s northwest, USAID is contributing to improving condi-
tions for Burmese nationals who have resettled in Thailand. 

USAID is working to mitigate the spread of HIV/AIDS, avian 
infl uenza, malaria, and tuberculosis.  USAID programs include pre-

ventative and curative healthcare, such as capacity-building as-
sistance to the Karenni Health Department, Mae Tao clinic, 

and other centers to provide high-quality primary health 
care.  USAID is helping Thailand conduct research on 
infectious diseases, track their spread, train research-
ers and caregivers, and provide community care for 
those affected. USAID has also built hospices and pro-
vided home-based care for HIV/AIDS patients.

Thailand has supported USAID in its development 
of regional policies, practices, and technologies to ad-

dress challenges in biodiversity conservation, transna-
tional water confl ict, and clean development and climate 

change, many of which are pursued through the ASEAN, of 
which Thailand was a founder and is an active member.  Both Thai-
land and USAID support ASEAN’s Wildlife Enforcement Network, 
the regional organization focused on fi ghting wildlife traffi cking.  

Following the devastating 2004 tsunami, USAID launched and 
in 2008 was completing a coastal livelihoods initiative.  USAID 
also contributed to a multi-agency bilateral program to improve 
the disaster warning system and community preparedness in Thai-
land’s vulnerable coastal areas.

Peace Corps

The concept of the Peace Corps was fi rst suggested by presidential 
candidate John F. Kennedy in a campaign address to students at the 
University of Michigan on October 24, 1960.  The organization was 
launched with Director Sargent Shriver visiting eight developing 
countries, including Thailand, to offer development aid in the form 

of American volunteers.  Since the fi rst 
group of  forty-fi ve volunteers arrived in 
Thailand on January 20, 1962, Peace Corps 
has provided renewed opportunities for 
Americans and Thais to learn about one 
another by working and living together.  
Since then, the Peace Corps has brought 
nearly 5,000 Americans to Thailand.

Volunteer levels peaked above 400 
in the 1960s and have fl uctuated below 
that number since then.  At the request 
of the Royal Thai government and host 

Peace Corps volunteers Michelle Pirkl 
(l) and Diane Ryckebusch at a Thai 
Festival.
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communities, early projects featured volunteers working in 
sectors such as agriculture, community development, health and 
malaria eradication, fi sheries, environment, and, of course, English 
language training and teacher training.  

As we approach the fi ftieth anniversary of Peace Corps in 
Thailand, the partnership between the Peace Corps and the Royal 
Thai government remains strong.  Two new project agreements were 
signed in 2007 extending this partnership to 2014.  Approximately 
110 volunteers will serve each year until then.  The priority sectors 
for the two projects are education (with a focus on technical 
assistance in student-centered education reform) and community 
development (with a focus on improving business, organizational, 
technological, and communications skills in rural areas).  

Human resource development and capacity building—helping 
to identify local needs and promote self-sustaining solutions—
remain the guiding principles of Peace Corps.  Another guiding 
principle is maintaining a partnership in which the planning and 
the fi nancial support of the projects are shared by both parties.  
Most importantly, it is a partnership in which, in the words of 
President John F. Kennedy, the people of the two great nations 
share “in the great common task of bringing to man that decent 
way of life which is the foundation of freedom and a condition 
of peace.”

American Chamber of Commerce

The fi rst overseas American Chamber of Commerce was created 
more than 100 years ago in Paris.  Currently, there are more than 
seventy-fi ve such organizations outside the United States.  In Asia, 
the fi rst Chamber was established in the Philippines following 
World War I.  A similar group was formed in Thailand in 1956, with 
eight American companies and about 60 American nationals. By 
2008, the American Chamber of Commerce in Thailand (AMCHAM) 
included more than 600 member companies comprising over 1800 
individuals.  The U.S. Ambassador to Thailand is the honorary 
president.  

AMCHAM provides a venue for American and non-American 
businesses to exchange ideas and identify common purposes to 
pursue in both the private and government sectors in Thailand, in 
the Asian region, and in the United States.  The Chamber works 
to promote trade and commerce between the United States and 
Thailand by representing to American interests how Thailand is an 
attractive place to do business. AMCHAM advocates the principles 
of free trade, open markets, private enterprise, the unrestricted 
fl ow of information and ethical business practices. 
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Membership in AMCHAM provides individuals and companies 
access to information and people. Members are invited to 
monthly meetings, networking events and luncheons that feature 
prominent speakers from the Thai government and key industry 
leaders. AMCHAM Members receive the bi-monthly Thai-American 
Business Magazine, weekly “e-briefs,” and the annual Membership 
Directory.

Asked why they join, new members cite many reasons, among 
them:  “Networking with Americans in Bangkok;” “Companies 
I’ve worked with have always been AMCHAM members in Asia;” 
and “Learn from those who’ve gone before.”

The Chamber undertakes additional activities to inform and 
empower its members, such as monitoring taxation and legislation 
affecting members’ interests, conducting a semi-annual member 
survey of attitudes toward more than forty issues relating to doing 
business in Thailand, and organizing member visits to the U.S. 
Congress to inform legislators and staff of the current situation 
in Thailand.

Through the AMCHAM Thailand Charitable Foundation, the 
Chamber serves as a focal point for channeling social service 
activities benefi ting Thais.  Through its two major programs, 
the Foundation funds scholarships for needy students at Thai 
universities and works with the Ministry of Education to provide 
water fi ltration systems, libraries, and playgrounds for rural Thai 

The American Chamber of Commerce 
in Thailand, 2007.
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schools.  
AMCHAM is an accredited member of the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce, a member of the Asia-Pacifi c Council of American 
Chambers of Commerce, and the Board of Trade of Thailand. 

Labor
Cooperation between Thailand and the United States on labor issues 
is growing in importance, especially with regard to the problem 
of child labor and forced labor.  As a country with relatively high 
economic prosperity among the Southeast Asian nations, Thailand 
is a magnet for migrant workers—adult and children, legal and 
illegal—from Burma, Laos, Cambodia, and China.  Unfortunately, 
many of these migrants become victims of traffi cking in persons 
and human smuggling, and end up as forced labor or are exploited 
in the commercial sex industry.  

As a tradition, most Thai rural children have in one way 
or another always been a part of the work force in agriculture, 
working alongside their family members.  With the rapid increase 
of migrant children from neighboring countries, however, the 
incidence of child labor exploitation in both rural and urban areas 
has become more prevalent.

Thailand has worked closely with international organizations, 
NGOs, and partner countries, such as the United States to address 
the problem.  The government of Thailand was one of the six 
original countries to participate in ILO’s International Program on 
the Elimination of Child Labor in 1992.  It ratifi ed ILO’s Worst Forms 
of Child Labor Convention in 1999.  In June 2002, it mounted wide 
public awareness campaigns to mark ILO’s fi rst World Day Against 
Child Labor.  Thailand’s commitment to tackling child labor is 
refl ected in the 1997–2001 National Plan on Child Labor, the 1998 
Labor Protection Act, and the 1999 Education Act that extended 
compulsory education to grade 9 and aims to provide twelve years 
of free education. 

The United States stands with Thailand in the fi ght against 
child labor and child prostitution.  In 1995, President Clinton signed 
legislation that makes it illegal for U.S. citizens to travel abroad 
and engage in sex with minors or to produce child pornography 
in foreign countries.  The United States also contributed over 
$400,000 to the ILO’s International Program for the Elimination 
of Child Labor, earmarked for four sub-projects in Thailand 
designated by the National Steering Committee on Child Labor.  
These programs involve innovative education programs to keep 
Thai children away from illegal child labor, especially prostitution, 
and build on efforts already undertaken by the Thai government.
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Furthermore, the Government of Thailand is a partner in a 
$3.5 million project, funded in 2006 by the U.S. Department of 
Labor, to eliminate the worst forms of child labor in agriculture, 
fi shing, services, and domestic work.  The project aims to 
withdraw 1,670 children and prevent 3,330 children from entering 
into exploitative labor situations in these sectors.  Further, the 
government of Thailand participated in a regional $3 million U.S. 
Department of Labor project that ended in 2006 after rescuing 
367 child traffi cking victims and preventing over 10,000 children 
from being traffi cked throughout the Southeast Asian region. 

On Thailand’s part, in 1996, the Parliament strengthened its 
laws with legislation that specifi es jail time for the owners, agents, 
clients, and families that are benefi ting economically from child 
prostitution.  The Thai government has taken initiatives designed 
to provide training and economic opportunities to youngsters who 
may be tempted or lured into prostitution. In June 2008, Thailand 
enacted a comprehensive new Anti-Traffi cking in Persons Act, 
which expands the defi nition of victims to include men as well 
as women and children, and provides protection against forced 
labor as well.  The U.S. Department of State recognizes Thailand’s 
determined efforts to tackle the problem of human traffi cking, 
which is refl ected in the tier-2 assessment given to Thailand in 
its annual report on Traffi cking in Persons for the past two years.  
The two governments will continue to work closely to address 
this problem.

Displaced Persons
In the wake of the Communists’ seizure of power in the former 
Indochinese countries in 1975, Thailand faced a fl ood of Lao, 
Cambodian, and Vietnamese displaces persons.  Hopes for an early 

end to the exodus evaporated after Vietnam’s 
invasion of Cambodia in late 1978 broke the 
Khmer Rouge hold on the country, driving 
another 300,000 Cambodians into eastern 
Thailand and effectively doubling its refugee 
population.   First Lady Rosalynn Carter visited 
Cambodian camps in Thailand in November 1979 
to demonstrate concern for the refugees and 
to express support for continued provision of 
asylum.

The unrelenting exodus of Vietnamese boat 
people through the 1980s prompted Thailand 
and the other countries of asylum throughout 
the region to join with the United States and the 

Sacks of rice are lined up for distribution at Nong Chan, a border 
camp. 
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international community in 1989 in adopting an agreement called 
the Comprehensive Plan of Action, intended to facilitate reset-
tlement of genuine refugees—those with a well-founded fear of 
persecution—and repatriation of those deemed not to meet the 
international refugee defi nition.

The United States vigorously supported Thailand’s generous 
policy of granting temporary asylum to more than one million 
Indochinese displaced persons.  The United States contributed 
about one-third of the cost of care and maintenance of these 
people, mainly through contributions to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees and to the United Nations 
Border Relief Organization.  In addition, the United States led the 
international effort to relieve pressure on Thailand by resettling 
from Thai refugee camps one half million Indochinese or about 
70 percent of the total 700,000 people who were given homes 
abroad.  U.S. fi nancial assistance also went to support Thailand’s 
efforts to combat piracy against boat people, as well as to help Thai 
villages affected by border strife and refugees near the Cambodian 
and Laotian borders.

While resettlement and repatriation removed virtually all 
the Indochinese displaced persons from Thailand by 1997, anoth-
er refugee problem had been growing on its border with Burma.  
Members of ethnic minorities, struggling for autonomy from the 
Burmese authorities since the middle of the twentieth century, 
had by the mid-1980s begun seeking temporary shelter in Thailand 
from the increasingly harsh attempts by the Rangoon authorities 
to bring them to heel.  Moreover, Rangoon’s brutal repression of 
student demonstrators in August 1988 drove thousands of Burmese 
students into Thailand’s border areas.  By the end of 2006, Thailand 
was hosting 408,000 displaced persons and asylum- seekers, near-
ly all from Burma encamped in more than thirty locations along 
the Thai-Burma border.   Some 13,000 Lao Hmong are included in 
the total.

As First Lady Hillary Clinton remarked during President Clin-
ton’s November 1996 visit to the kingdom, Thailand has continued 
to offer an enlightened example of tolerance and compassion in 
providing safe haven for those fl eeing repression in Burma.  

For its part, beginning in 1990, the United States provided hu-
manitarian assistance to students and ethnic minorities displaced 
from Burma, mainly through funding private NGOs that provided 
food and health care.  At the same time, the United States led the 
world community in seeking to pressure Rangoon to enter into 
a dialogue with pro-democracy forces and the ethnic minorities 
as the best means of bringing about peace and reconciliation and 
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ending the confl icts which had driven the latest wave of displaced 
persons into Thailand.

Meanwhile, Thailand had also become a destination for 
displaced persons from Laos and North Korea.  After the fall of Laos 
to the Communists in 1975, Lao Hmong who were recruited by the 
United States to fi ght the Communists during the Indochina War 
escaped persecution from the Lao Army by coming to Thailand.  
Most of them were held at Wat Tham Krabok.  Eventually, in 2004, 
most of the 15,000 Hmong at Wat Tham Krabok were resettled 
to the United States.  Encouraged by the successful resettlement, 
new waves of Lao Hmongs continue to cross the border into 
Thailand alleging fear of persecution from the Lao authorities, 
despite continued assurances from the Lao government that 
such persecution no longer took place.  By 2007 there were 
approximately 8,000 Lao Hmong held at the main detention 
center for Lao Hmong in Petchabun Province.  Despite their claims 
of persecution from the Lao Army, a screening mechanism found 
that all but 8 percent of them were, in fact, more likely economic 
migrants seeking to follow in their compatriots’ footsteps to 
secure a better life in the West.

Thailand also increasingly found itself becoming a destination 
for North Koreans who make their way through China into 
Thailand in order to seek asylum in a third country, usually South 
Korea or the United States.  As with the case of Lao Hmongs, 
these North Koreans are considered illegal migrants under Thai 
law.  Even though Thailand accords these North Koreans due 
humanitarian considerations and has never repatriated anyone, 
it still faces pressure and scrutiny from various organizations and 
foreign governments over its treatment of these people.  In 2004 
the United States Congress passed the North Korean Human Rights 
Act to facilitate the resettlement of the North Koreans to the 
United States.  The Act arguably provided a further “pull factor” 
for North Koreans to enter Thailand, increasing the burden on 
Thailand, and has had limited success.  Thailand continues to work 
closely with both the United States and South Korea to resettle 
these displaced persons. 

Environmental Cooperation
With the rise of globalization, environmental issues have come to 
the forefront of international and national politics.  This is true 
also in Thailand.  Under the Eighth National Plan (1997–2001), the 
Royal Thai government included a goal to “encourage proper use 
and care of natural resources and the environment to support the 
sustainable development of the economy, society, and the quality 
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of life.”  In the Ninth National Development Plan (2002–2006), the 
Royal Thai government made community-based natural resource 
and environmental management one of its seven goals.  This 
has led to more effi cient use of natural resources and enhanced 
pollution management, which has improved overall quality of life 
in Thailand.  In addition, nongovernmental organizations working 
with people at the grassroots level have had a positive impact on 
Thailand’s development and have provided opportunities for civil 
society to be heard through organizations such as the Thai National 
Nongovernmental Organization Coordinating Committee on 
Rural Development.  ”It is the new diplomacy of the twenty-fi rst 
century,” U.S. Ambassador to Thailand (2004–2007) Ralph Boyce 
said, highlighting the importance of addressing environmental 
challenges and encouraging continued collaboration between the 
United States and Thailand on environmental programs.  

In the past, USAID sponsored the Management of Natural 
Resources and Environment Project, which worked with 
Thai counterparts to address such issues as coastal resource 
management and industrial environmental management.  In 
cooperation with the Department of Public Welfare, the Peace 
Corps carried out projects such as promoting plant protection 
and the use of organic substances taken from local plants to 
prevent water pollution.  On October 8, 1993, Thailand’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Amnuay Viravan signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding at the White House to work as “equal partners” 
in addressing Thailand’s environmental problems.  Up to $100 
million in U.S. government guaranteed loans was provided to help 
fi nance approximately ten urban projects.  The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Thai Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment began a partnership agreement in 1999, later 
extended with a fi ve-year agreement (2004–2009) to continue 
to work together on natural resources 
and environmental protection. 

Thais and Americans have celebrated 
Earth Day every April since 1970.  To 
celebrate the thirty-fi fth anniversary 
of Earth Day in 2005, the United States 
Embassy in Bangkok invited students from 
schools in the north, central and tsunami-
affected areas of southern Thailand to 
paint environmentally themed murals 
on the Embassy’s outer wall.  Colorful 
paintings of coral reefs, wetlands, and 
forests continued to the end of 2007.  As 

U.S. Embassy supports school 
children’s efforts to restore mangroves 
on Koh Yao Noi after 2004 tsunami.
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follow up, the United States Embassy Public Affairs staff traveled to 
Koh Yao Noi in southern Thailand to plant mangroves with people 
in the local Muslim communities and to conduct environmental 
outreach activities with children at a day camp.  

Thailand is a regional leader in promoting cross-border and 
Southeast Asian collaboration on environmental issues and has 
worked closely with USAID for decades.  In recent years, Thailand 
has been the lead country in launching the Association of South 
East Asian Nations Wildlife Enforcement Network to combat the 
illegal trade in wildlife, and it has chaired the Asia Environmental 
Compliance and Enforcement Network.  Thailand also actively 
participates in USAID’s regional environment programs to 
improve access to clean water and sanitation for the urban poor 
and to promote clean energy technologies and practices that help 
address climate change and improve energy security. 

The December 2004 tsunami devastated Thailand’s Andaman 
Seacoast.  In response, USAID led the U.S. government effort to 
provide technical assistance as part of the international effort 
to develop tsunami warning system capabilities in Thailand and 
the region.  USAID implemented the U.S. Indian Ocean Tsunami 
Warning System Program in cooperation with the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Geological Survey, 
other U.S. government agencies, Thailand’s National Disaster 
Warning Center, the Thai Meteorological Department, and 
numerous other Thai agencies and organizations.  USAID also 
partnered with the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) and the 
University of Rhode Island to conduct a Post-Tsunami Sustainable 
Coastal Livelihoods Program, designed to rebuild and diversify 

School children celebrate Earth Day 
2005 at the U.S. Embassy.
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sustainable coastal livelihoods of severely affected fi shing 
communities of Ranong Province.

Armed Forces Research Institute of Medical 
Sciences
AFRIMS traces it origin to a group of military medical scientists 
who responded to a cholera epidemic in Thailand in 1958.  
SEATO recognized the signifi cance of the cholera problem and 
established the SEATO Cholera Research Laboratory in 1959.  The 
Laboratory’s mission was expanded in 1961 to include research 
on other tropical diseases and was renamed the SEATO Medical 
Research Laboratory.  The Laboratory became the AFRIMS upon 
dissolution of SEATO in 1977, and today operates as a joint Thai-
American military medical research partnership.  It is composed 
of both Royal Thai Army (THAI-AFRIMS) and U.S. Army Medical 
Components (USAMC-AFRIMS).  The U.S. component functions 
as a special foreign activity of the Walter Reed Army Institute 
of Research and of the U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel 
Command. 

Today USAMC-AFRIMS employs over 450 staff members 
working in Bangkok and in over forty fi eld sites in Thailand, 
Nepal, Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, Philippines, and Bangladesh.  
Its research focus encompasses important U.S. military, 
regional, and host nation threats including malaria, diarrhea/
dysentery, dengue fever, HIV, infl uenza, and scrub typhus.  It was 
characterized by the Institute of Medicine in 2001 as “probably 
the most sophisticated diagnostic and research laboratory in all 
of Southeast Asia.”

The USAMC-AFRIMS research partners include their host and 
close ally, THAI-AFRIMS.  This unique partnership has lasted since 
1961 and will most likely continue its important mission by over-
coming economic, political, and social challenges that either na-
tion might experience.  

The USAMC-AFRIMS research mission is threefold: (1) basic 
research, (2) applied research/product development, and (3) 
disease surveillance.  Basic research is the benchwork discovery 
phase of medical research that hopefully someday will result 
in a better vaccine, drug, device, or method to survey, prevent, 
diagnose, or treat disease.  Applied research takes methods or 
devices that have shown promise in basic research and applies 
them in real world situations, including  methods used to rapidly 
detect or more accurately identify a disease agent. With the advent 
of molecular techniques, futuristic technology has grown from a 
science fi ction term into a reality. 
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The potential, emerging, and real-time 
disease threats are numerous, with staggering 
consequences not only to the region but to 
the world.  For that reason AFRIMS has devel-
oped a research institute with special programs 
geared to identify and potentially respond to 
disease threats worldwide.  The U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense Global Emerging Infection 
Surveillance and Response System (GEIS) was 
developed following a Presidential Decision 
Directive in 1997.  The GEIS mission is “global 
surveillance, training, research, and response 
to emerging infectious disease threats.”   

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention 
The HIV/AIDS Collaboration is one of the 
largest joint efforts of the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
the Thai Ministry of Public Health. The HIV/
AIDS Collaboration was initiated in 1990 to 
conduct scientifi c prevention research on HIV 
infection and AIDS.  In the late 1980s, Thailand 
experienced an explosive epidemic of HIV/
AIDS.  Since then, Thailand has become well-
recognized for its success in slowing the spread 
of HIV. As a result of a national prevention 
campaign, HIV transmission fell rapidly from 
a high of 141,000 new infections annually, to 
approximately 17,000 in 2006.  Now, less than 

1 percent of Thailand’s population is infected 
with HIV.

CDC activities contribute to an 
improved understanding of HIV/AIDS and the 
development of a sound basis for interventions 
to prevent and control HIV/AIDS.  The results 
from an anti-HIV drug (short-course AZT) 
trial to prevent mother-to-child transmission 
demonstrated a 50 percent reduction of 
HIV infection in the children, a fi nding that 
has had a major impact on mother-to-child 
HIV prevention activities in Thailand and 
throughout the world.  Results from Asia’s fi rst 
phase III HIV vaccine trial did not show that 
the vaccine protected injecting drug users from 
HIV infection, but this trial helped to build 
scientifi c capacity, developed an effective HIV 
risk-reduction package, and demonstrated the 
feasibility of conducting trials in a high-risk 
population in a non-Western setting. 

2007–2008 activities include the Bang-
kok Tenofovir Study, a clinical trial being con-
ducted in seventeen Bangkok drug treatment 
clinics to determine if oral tenofovir use (an 
antiretroviral drug that is widely used for treat-
ment of HIV infection) is safe and if it prevents 
HIV infection among the 2,000 participating 
injecting drug users.  The Bangkok MSM (men 
who have sex with men) Cohort Study will fol-
low 1,300 MSM in Bangkok for two years.  It 

CDC Global AIDS Program, Thailand, 2007.
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will study the infection rates and risk factors 
for HIV and other sexually transmitted diseas-
es, as well as follow-up rates and willingness 
to participate in biomedical trials.  

CDC’s central offi ces and laboratories are 
located in suburban Bangkok on the Ministry 
of Health compound in Nonthaburi.  In late 
2001, Thailand became one of twenty-fi ve 
countries participating in the Global AIDS Pro-
gram, part of President Bush’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief.  Targeting countries with a 
high burden of HIV/AIDS, the Emergency Plan 
supports HIV and tuberculosis prevention pro-
grams; care for persons living with HIV/AIDS; 
and capacity building in surveillance, labo-
ratory testing, training, and monitoring and 
evaluation.  Also in late 2001, CDC welcomed 
the International Emerging Infection Program 
(IEIP) to help integrate disease surveillance, 
conduct applied research, and provide training 
in laboratory and epidemiologic science for 
emerging infections.  IEIP’s arrival was indeed 
timely, given the 2003 and 2004 outbreaks of 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome and avian 
infl uenza, respectively.  In 2003, the Tuber-
culosis Program was added to CDC’s Thailand 
offi ce to reduce the burden of TB by develop-
ing programs and research that strengthen the 
evidence base for effective TB control policies.  
The Immigrant and Refugee Health Program 
was added in 2006 to support the resettlement 
of U.S.–bound refugees in Thailand.  

Thai-American Cooperation 
on Narcotics Control and Law 
Enforcement
The commitment between the United States 
and Thailand to work together to fi ght illicit 
drugs, transnational crime, and international 
terrorism is highlighted by an annually 
renewed “Letter of Agreement on Narcotics 
and Law Enforcement,” which pledges ongoing 
U.S. cooperation and program funding.  For 
over forty-four years, U.S. law enforcement 

agencies have carried out a close, mutually 
benefi cial relationship with Thai counterpart 
agencies across the full spectrum of narcotics 
control and law enforcement issues.  As a 
result of this cooperation and Thailand’s own 
efforts, the Land of Smiles enjoys a laudable 
reputation for conducting one of the most 
successful anti-narcotics programs in Asia, 
and has emerged as a regional leader among 
its neighbors in the fi ght against transnational 
crime and international terrorism.  

Bilateral Narcotics Law Enforcement

Although Thailand and the United States signed 
a treaty of mutual cooperation in September 
1972, cooperation on narcotics control had 
begun many years earlier.  The United States 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 
(BNDD), the predecessor agency to today’s 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), 
established the Bangkok Country Offi ce in 1963.  
Since the establishment of the Bangkok Country 
Offi ce, a number of U.S. narcotics agents and 
development experts have been stationed in 
Thailand to work closely with Thai offi cials, 
investigating cases and providing training 
and advisory services related to narcotics 
law enforcement and narcotic crop control.  
Direct U.S. government assistance to Thailand 
over the fi rst forty-four years of cooperation 
totaled over $85 million.  Assistance 
originally consisted of basic transportation 
and communications equipment, helicopters, 
light aircraft, and fi eld training as well as 
capacity building for law enforcement and 
provincial government offi ces.  The training 
and cooperative investigative assistance 
provided by the BNDD and the DEA further 
helped develop the Royal Thai Police Narcotics 
Suppression Bureau (NSB) and the Offi ce of the 
Narcotics Control Board (ONCB) into premier 
professional narcotics investigation agencies, 
respected by their peers throughout Southeast 
Asia.  By the twenty-fi rst century, Thailand’s 
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rapid economic growth and human resource development had 
enabled the Thai government to devote more of its own resources 
to fi ghting narcotics.  As a result, Thailand has achieved noteworthy 
success in reducing the trade and use of illicit drugs, although 
much work remains.

Noteworthy U.S.-Thai law enforcement achievements 
over the years include the arrest of major narcotics traffi ckers 
and criminal networks responsible for producing, brokering, 
and transporting illicit drugs across Thailand’s borders.  These 
arrests were accomplished through the close cooperation and 
coordination of the DEA (supported by other U.S. government 
agencies) and Thailand’s drug law enforcement agencies, including 
the ONCB and NSB.  Additionally, extraditions and other types of 
judicial cooperation have been facilitated by a bilateral Mutual 
Legal Assistance Treaty and an extradition treaty that have helped 
bring many international drug traffi ckers and other criminals to 
justice.  For example, between 1994 and 2007, there were fi fty-
nine individuals extradited from Thailand to the United States to 
face drug charges.  

Utilizing U.S. training and operational assistance, the Thai 
government formed and continued to operate special investiga-
tive units in strategic locations throughout the country in order to 
enhance the capabilities and interagency coordination of drug law 
enforcement authorities, as well as cooperation with the United 
States and other countries, as well.  

Narcotics Crop Control

Since the 1970s, the Narcotics Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy 
has worked with the Thai government to eliminate the cultivation 
of opium and introduce alternative livelihood programs to former 
growers.  Thailand has succeeded in essentially eliminating the 
growth of the opium poppy within its borders, and has substantially 
enhanced economic conditions for highland ethnic groups that 
have traditionally grown poppies.  In order to remain opium 
free, Thailand continues to carry out annual opium surveys and 
eradication campaigns to manually eliminate small plots that are 
discovered hidden in remote mountain valleys.  Opium surveys are 
carried out under the auspices of the Offi ce of Narcotics Control 
Board, which subsequently assists units of the Thai Third Army 
in cutting down fi elds.  The U.S. Embassy continues to provide 
modest amounts of assistance to support these opium elimination 
activities.  These annual campaigns remain cost effective and are 
one of the reasons that heroin refi neries have not operated in 
Thailand since the late-1990s.  Thailand was removed from both 
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the U.S. and UN lists of major narcotics-producing countries in 
2004 as a direct result of its success in eliminating opium poppy 
cultivation.  United States and other international donors support 
development assistance projects in former opium-producing hill 
tribe villages through the Royal Projects Foundation that operates 
under the direct patronage of His Majesty the King. 

Among other Thai initiatives to provide alternatives to opium 
production is Chiang Mai University’s Highland Agricultural 
Training Center, built with Japanese and U.S. government 
assistance.  This facility was opened in 1994 to provide farmers 
from Thailand and neighboring countries hands-on experience 
in crop cultivation techniques and environmental preservation.  
The Center offers technical expertise to large numbers of hill 
tribe farmers, and collaborates closely with the Royal Projects 
Foundation.  Another organization, the Highland Research and 
Development Institute, collaborates with Chiang Mai University, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, and the Royal Projects Foundations 
programs to carry out over twenty integrated rural development 
projects in the north.

Thailand, with United States and other foreign assistance, has 
effectively eliminated opium poppy cultivation and the processing 
of opium into heroin.  Since 1985, opium production in Thailand 
has dropped from 33 metric tons per year to an estimated 177 
kilograms in 2007, entirely as a result of annual opium surveys 
and eradication campaigns and economic development work with 
hill-tribe populations.  Thailand has emerged as a recognized 
leader in drug control and has developed information sharing and 

With assistance from the Royal Project and U.S. Narcotics Affairs Section (NAS), hill tribes turned poppy fi elds into fi elds of vegetables, 
fl owers, and fruit trees. (Courtesy Seripharb Magazine).
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training programs of its own for offi cials in neighboring countries.  
Two Thai foundations under Royal Patronage, the Royal Projects 
Foundation and the Mae Luang Foundation, currently carry out 
research and fi eld activities in separate Afghan provinces that aim 
to reduce opium growth there and develop alternative livelihoods.  
The Royal Projects Foundation research project in Afghanistan is 
funded entirely by a U.S. Embassy grant. 

Demand Reduction

The U.S. Embassy has worked closely over the years with 
Thailand’s ONCB to integrate drug prevention information 
into the educational curriculum in schools nationwide, and to 
air anti-drug campaigns via popular media.  U.S. funding helps 
Thai authorities to encourage and support the involvement of 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in national drug abuse 
awareness programs, to target specifi c drug abuse problem areas, 
and to further Thai drug treatment efforts such as hospital-based 
inpatient and outpatient detoxifi cation.  In addition to public 
health outreach efforts, the United States and Thai governments 
have cooperated in establishing a community-based model for 
stemming heroin abuse among northern hill tribes.  Despite the 
notable successes of these and other Thai government efforts, the 
use of illicit substances in Thailand, as in many nations, remains 
a serious problem involving a broad and diversifying range of 
substances. 

Other Law Enforcement Cooperation

U.S. and Thai law enforcement agencies maintain broad, productive 
relations and operational support to combat transnational crime, 
corruption, and other criminal threats.  U.S.–funded training and 
operational support in the areas of money laundering, traffi cking 
in persons, pedophilia, intellectual property rights violations, 
fi nancial fraud, counterfeit documents, and terrorism are some 

of the areas where bilateral cooperation 
helps deter and eliminate the newly emerging 
threats to international peace and security.  
The U.S. Departments of Justice, Homeland 
Security, and Defense maintain resident fi eld 
offi ces that conduct liaison and operational 
programs with their Thai counterparts as part 
of the U.S. global effort to fi ght terrorism and 
transnational crime.     

The United States and Thailand also collab-
orate to provide outreach and training to law 

An ILEA regional law enforcement 
capacity-building class.
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enforcement and judicial sector offi cials from thirteen countries 
in the Asian region via the U.S.-Thai International Law Enforce-
ment Academy (ILEA), which opened in 1999.  Jointly managed 
and funded, ILEA provides multinational and bilateral training and 
long-term capacity building programs in specialized areas that 
include Post Blast Investigations, Crime Scene Management, In-
tellectual Property Rights Violations, Police Leadership Develop-
ment, Narcotics Unit Management, Crimes Against Children, Cy-
ber Crime, Financial Crime Investigation, and Tactical Safety. 

Democracy and Good Governance
Thailand and the United States is currently expanding cooperation 
in areas of democracy and good governance.  Organizations such 
as Thailand’s Senate and House of Representatives as well as 
Election Commission, U.S. Offi ce of Government Ethics (OGE), 
and the International Republican Institute (IRI) and National 
Democratic Institute (NDI) are exploring areas in which they 
can strengthen cooperation.  Thailand’s Election Commission 
has expressed willingness to host a seminar in Thailand on 
the promotion of democracy and good governance, with U.S. 
participants from OGE, IRI, and NDI.  The Election Commission 
will also consider helping Thai political parties send their staff to 
study or work in the areas of operation and development of U.S. 
political parties.  This also includes Thailand’s Senate and House 
of Representatives’ seconding their staff to work for 6-12 months 
in the U.S. Congress.

ILEA Academy in Bangkok.
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Thai–U.S. Cooperation in Culture and 
Education
The exchange of ideas has played a signifi cant role in the Thai–U.S. 
relationship.  Until the mid-twentieth century, such exchange was 
facilitated primarily by people traveling and writing and sending 
objects from one country to the other.  Radio and television 
facilitated the direct and immediate transmission of ideas from 
afar.  The 1990s saw an explosion in the use of the World Wide 
Web, and the twenty-fi rst century increased empowerment of 
the individual online with blogging, chat rooms, video and music 
sharing sites, and other new initiatives linking ordinary people 
across the globe.  

Each of these innovations has changed the way information 
and culture are presented and exchanged today.  The introduction 
of the computer into societies around the world, along with the 
growth of a variety of cultural and educational institutions in the 
private sector, led to a transfer of some of the traditional channels 
of exchange from government agencies to private institutions.  

This new technology made the transition from U.S. 
Information Service (USIS) Libraries to local institutions a great 
deal easier, although the principal reason for the transition was 
the diminished fi nancial resources available for the USIS and 
its libraries and information activities abroad.  In Thailand, for 
example, over the course of twenty years the USIS closed or 
transferred its branch American libraries and language centers to 
the American University Alumni Association.  American Corners 
in universities and other non-U.S. government locations have 
replaced some of these USIS facilities outside Bangkok with much 
more modest fi nancial support.  

United States Information Service

The United States Information Agency (USIA)—known abroad 
as USIS—was founded in 1953 as an independent agency within 
the executive branch of the U.S. government.  Its mission was 
to promote U.S. national interests using public diplomacy or 
diplomatic outreach to private citizens and nongovernmental 
organizations through educational, cultural, and other activities, 
which were designed to increase mutual understanding between 
Americans and foreign audiences.  The two best-known programs 
managed by USIA were the Fulbright Scholarship Program 
established under the Fulbright-Hays Act of 1946, and the Voice of 
America (VOA), whose specifi c mandate under the VOA Charter is 
to present balanced news and information to the peoples of the 
world. 
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During the 1960s and 1970s, USIS operated cultural and 
information centers in a number of cities throughout Thailand.  
However, most of these branch offi ces were closed or transformed 
into language centers run by the American University Alumni 
Association (AUA) or local universities in the 1980s.  USIS operated 
facilities in Bangkok and Chiang Mai until 1996.  In April of that 
year, the Chiang Mai branch offi ce, in operation for forty-six years, 
was closed and the USIS library’s resources and collections were 
donated to AUA Chiang Mai.  This traditional American library still 
serves the community in Northern Thailand.  

USIS Thailand launched its bilingual Thai-English Web site on 
the Internet in 1995. In 1996, a new USIS facility with state of the 
art technology including videoconference and high-speed broad-
band capability opened in Bangkok.  During the opening, U.S. Am-
bassador William Itoh outlined the role USIS played in increasing 
mutual understanding between Thais and Americans in all facets 
of society over the previous fi ve decades.  

Among the USIS activities Ambassador Itoh cited were 
the Fulbright educational exchange program, which provides 
scholarships to Thai and U.S. students and scholars; the 
International Visitor Leadership Program (known then as the 
International Visitor Program), which by that time had sent over 
one thousand Thai grantees to visit the United States on three or 
four-week professional programs; the book translation program; 
student advising services; and a range of products and services that 
helped to explain American society and policies to the people of 
Thailand.  USIS also provided Thai broadcast journalists with access 
to American sources of news and information, documentaries, 

U.S. Information Service at South Sathorn Road, 1952–1996.
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and current events series.  In 1996, USIS introduced digital video 
conferencing technology, which enabled Thais and Americans 
to have face-to-face conversations via digital images transmitted 
over telephone lines.  

A variety of USIS programs promoted cross-cultural 
understanding by sending American musicians, artists, and other 
cultural leaders around the world to perform and exchange 
musical and other ideas with local audiences.  For example, in 
1996, eight musicians from the Thelonious Monk Institute of 
Jazz Performance at the New England Conservatory, with special 
guest pianist Herbie Hancock, saxophonist Wayne Shorter, and 
drummer Thelonious Monk, Jr., represented the American people 
in paying tribute to His Majesty the King on his Golden Jubilee. 
The group also held a workshop for Thai music students.  

USIS also organized an infl uential annual economic seminar 
for more than thirty-fi ve years, which brought together top 
policymakers from both the United States and Thailand for frank 
and productive discussions on a range of economic issues.  

One of the oldest Thai-language periodicals, Seripharb, was 
founded by USIS in 1954 and continued until 1996.  Seripharb was 
a commercially produced, quarterly print magazine that focused 
on a kaleidoscope of subjects and issues of common interest to 
Thais and Americans.

The Public Affairs Section

In October 1999, the USIS Bangkok offi ce became the Public 
Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy, following the integration of 
its parent agency, the United States Information Agency, into the 
Department of State.  That same year, the U.S. Broadcasting Board 
of Governors (BBG) became the independent federal agency 
responsible for all U.S. government and government-sponsored, 
non-military, international broadcasting entities, including Voice 
of America, Radio Free Asia, and Worldnet TV. Although the public 
diplomacy functions long performed by USIS are now implemented 
by the U.S. Department of State, its mission of building a sense of 
common interests and common values between Americans and 
the peoples of different countries, cultures and faiths throughout 
the world has not changed.  

The Media and Cultural Section 

In 2007, the U.S. Embassy Bangkok Public Affairs Section 
rebranded itself to the public as the Media and Cultural Section, 
although it is still known as the Public Affairs Section within the 
U.S. Mission.  The section continues to conduct public diplomacy 
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outreach, working with the Thai and international media to 
explain U.S. policies; facilitating educational and professional 
exchange programs between the United States and Thailand; and 
encouraging mutual understanding and cooperation between the 
American and Thai societies.  

The media offi cers and staff of the Media and Cultural Section 
cooperate with media professionals to explain and promote U.S. 
policy to the people of Thailand; the Public Affairs Counselor, 
who heads the Section, and the Section’s Media Offi cers serve as 
the spokespersons for the Embassy.  They regularly distribute press 
advisories to invite journalists to Embassy events, and distribute 
press releases to inform the media about Embassy news and 
U.S. government policies.  The U.S. Ambassador meets regularly 
with members of the Thai and international media, sometimes 
informally for a frank exchange of views, and other times for on-
the-record press conferences or one-on-one interviews. 

The Media and Cultural Section increasingly uses “new 
media,” including Internet forums and Web chats to disseminate 
U.S. government messages.  In August 2006, Embassy Bangkok 
conducted the fi rst policy-oriented Web chat in Thailand with 
former Federal Communications Commissioner Kathleen 
Abernathy.  During the real-time online discussion, Ms. Abernathy 
interacted with more than fi fty Thai interlocutors via “Manager 
Online,” one of Thailand’s largest Web portals.  Since then, the 
Embassy has conducted several Web chats and dialogues with 
senior U.S. Embassy offi cials, including the Ambassador.

The U.S. Embassy in Bangkok also maintains a strong pres-
ence in cyberspace through its public Embassy Web site.  The site 

USIS headquarters opened in the former U.S. Embassy building at 95 Wireless Road in 1996.  The 
building now houses Public Affairs, Consular, and other Embassy offi ces.
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provides the latest news and information in both Thai and English 
on issues that impact the United States and Thailand.  Topics range 
from the visa application process in Thailand to English language 
learning resources to offi cial texts of speeches and remarks by 
the Ambassador and other Department of State offi cials.  During 
2007, the U.S. Embassy Web site received approximately 6,600 
page views per day. 

U.S. Cultural and Media  Representatives 

in Thailand 

Before the establishment of USIS in Thailand, cultural 
and media offi cers included Cutler J. Coulson, Howard S. 
Weaver, John M. Farrior, John H. Holdridge, Ralph A. Jones, 
Eugene F. O’Connor, Walter D. Gardner, John G.H. Scoon, 
Mary Anglemyer, Paul Adams, Sudan F. Parrish, George R. 
Todd, and Daniel D. Moore.

U.S. Information Service Directors
James L. Meader 1954–1955
John E. Pickering 1955–1956
Richard M. McCarthy 1957–1958
J. Howard Garnish 1958–1963
John R. O’Brien 1963–1967
G. Lewis Schmidt 1967–1970
Keith L. Adamson 1970–1971
John L. Hedges 1971–1975
James A. McGinley 1975–1979
Robert L. Chatten 1979–1982
Herwald H. Morton 1982–1984
Paul P. Blackburn 1984–1988
Donna Marie Oglesby 1988–1992
John M. Reid 1992–1995
William P. Kiehl 1995–1998
Virgina Loo Farris 1998–1999 

Chiefs, Public Affairs Section 
Virginia Loo Farris 1999–2002
Patrick Corcoran 2002–2005
Anne Casper 2005–present

E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:134E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:134 5/17/09   9:00:46 AM5/17/09   9:00:46 AM



The Eagle and the Elephant  135 

Digital video conferencing (DVC) technology has enabled 
the Section to link Thais and Americans on numerous occasions 
to share information and develop relationships long distance.  
For example, in March 1997, Thai Prime Minister Chuan Leekpei 
conducted a two-hour videoconference from Washington, DC for 
some fi fty Thai media on the results of his visit to Washington and 
U.S. commitment to aid Thailand then suffering from the effects 
of the Asian fi nancial crisis.  The event was televised nationally on 
three Thai networks.  

More recently, in May 2007, the Section facilitated an hour-
long DVC between former Chief Operating Offi cer of the Public 
Broadcasting Service Robert Ottenhoff and an audience of fi fty Thai 
broadcast journalists and policymakers at the Thai government’s 
request.  They exchanged ideas on key considerations for 
establishing and sustaining a public television service, anticipating 
the establishment of the Thailand Public Broadcasting Service in 
2008.  

The Media and Cultural Section also uses DVC technology to 
connect with young people studying at universities throughout 
Thailand.  Partnering with fi ve provincial educational institutions—
Prince of Songkla University, Pattani campus; Khon Kaen 
University; Chiang Mai University; Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat 
University; and Yala Rajabhat University—the U.S. Embassy in 
Bangkok established one-stop centers (America Corners) on 
these university campuses for students to learn about the United 
States and American society.  In addition to providing books and 
multimedia collections, satellite programs, computers, and hosting 
fun, educational activities, DVC equipment enables students at 
the different universities to speak with one another and with 
American interlocutors in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, and Washington.  
Videoconference activities have ranged from English language 
teaching programs to opportunities for students to ask questions 
directly to the U.S. Ambassador.     

Media and Cultural Section staff members engage all U.S. 
Mission personnel—American and Thai—to reach out to the Thai 
public through the Embassy Speakers Program.  For example, in 
August 2007, three American student interns at Embassy Bangkok 
gave a presentation on “Student Life in the United States” to their 
Thai peers at Nakhon Sri Thammarat Rajabhat University.  A Thai 
staff member of USAID engaged young people in a discussion 
on how they (and all people) could help the environment.  The 
Economics Counselor reached out to MBA students at Kasetsart 
University in Thai with a talk debunking popular myths about the 
American economy.  A Consular Associate of Native American 
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heritage shared her personal insights into Mohawk Nation to 
students in northern Thailand.  These are only a few examples 
of the Embassy’s continuous public outreach to build bridges 
between the two societies.  

Many activities offer fun and rewarding educational oppor-
tunities for high school and university students.  “Quiz USA” was 
a countrywide competition in 2005–2006 for Thai secondary 
students to demonstrate their knowledge of the United States, 
spelling bee style.  Competitions in each of the fi ve regions of 
Thailand were aired on Channel 11 and the winners traveled to the 
United States on a two-week tour.  In 2006–2007, “Teen Power 
for Democracy!” encouraged students to come up with creative 
ideas for civic participation using drama, PowerPoint, and the de-
velopment of a Web site.  The U.S. Ambassador gave the winners 
their prizes—computers and iPods—at a special ceremony at the 
Embassy.  

Services and Programs

The Information Resource Center (IRC) serves as a reference 
and research facility that provides comprehensive, authoritative 
information on the United States, its people and its policies to the 
Thai audience.  The Center is staffed by Thai reference specialists 
and equipped with approximately 800 reference books and CD-
ROMs, more than 70 American periodicals and newspapers, access 
to full texts of 5,000 periodicals and reports online, and over 
10,000 news publications and wire services available through more 
than a dozen U.S. government and commercial online databases.  
In 2007, the IRC answered more than 1,900 queries from the Thai 
public on topics such as economics and trade, democracy, and 
human rights.  In addition to its reference and research services, 
the IRC also provides electronic subscription services for online 
information on current affairs, such as News from Washington, Issue-
in-Focus, and Article Alert.

When the 2006 coup brought political challenges to the 
U.S.–Thai relationship, the Media and Cultural Section worked 
closely with Thai counterparts to assist them in facilitating a 
speedy transition to democratic rule.  At the request of the Royal 
Thai government, the Section brought to Thailand an American 
specialist to speak on promoting ethics within the government; 
a scholar and a prominent judge, both with extensive experience 
in Constitution writing, to talk to those involved in writing a new 
constitution; and a former election commission to consult with 
Thai election offi cials on how to run a free and fair election.  Media 
offi cers arranged for Thai reporters and television personalities to 
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interview fl uent Thai speaker Ambassador 
Ralph L. Boyce, to reassure the Thai people 
that the longstanding U.S.–Thai relationship 
remained solid and strong.  With the 
resumption of an elected government in 
February 2008, newly arrived U.S. Ambassador 
Eric G. John conveyed and explained directly 
to the Thai people the Secretary of State’s 
decision to re-instate U.S. military assistance 
to Thailand, which had been suspended in 
accordance with U.S. law.

Since 2001, the U.S. Department of 
State has awarded over $153,000 to help with the preservation 
of Thailand’s cultural heritage under the “Ambassador’s Fund for 
Cultural Preservation.”  Projects have included preservation of the 
historic Kamthieng House located on the Siam Society grounds 
and ancient textiles at the National Museum, cataloguing Thai 
textile patterns from throughout the country, surveying southern 
Thailand’s Islamic architectural heritage through a digital archive, 
restoring a mural at Wat Baan Koh in Lampang province, and 
assisting local communities in preserving prehistoric rock shelters 
in Mae Hong Son province.  

The U.S. Embassy worked closely with the Thai Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on a wide range of programs to engage the Thai 
public in celebrations of 175 years of U.S.–Thai relations.  Programs 
included a logo contest to commemorate the anniversary; a mural 
painting program, at which art students from six high schools 
depicted their own visions of the U.S.–Thai relationship on 
large canvases; and a tree-planting ceremony.  The tree-planting 
ceremony was a joint venture with the Embassy and the Bangkok 
Metropolitan Administration at which the Thai Prime Minister 
and Bangkok’s Governor, the U.S. Ambassador, and Thai students 
planted 175 trees to honor 175 years of friendship.

Regional Offfiices

The U.S. Embassy in Bangkok hosts both the Regional English 
Language Offi cer (RELO) and the Regional Information Resource 
Offi cer (RIRO) in the Media and Cultural Section.  The RELO 
staff work with the Thai Ministry of Education (Offi ce of Basic 
Education Commission), universities, and NGOs engaged in English 
language teaching, to develop curricula and materials, facilitate 
teacher training workshops, and conduct programs to strengthen 
teachers’ pedagogical and language skills.  The RELO works with 
the Royal Thailand Distance Learning Foundation on teacher-

PAO William P. Kiehl moderates an 
early DVC between Thai journalists in 
Bangkok and an American offi cial in 
Washington in 1996. 
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In the mid-1990s, both the Thai and American embassies moved into 
new buildings after many years at their former sites.  On May 9, 1994, 
H.R.H. Princess Chulabhorn Didyasarin Mahidol presided over the 
ceremony inaugurating the new chancery of the Royal Thai embassy at 
1024 Wisconsin Avenue in Northwest Washington.  Ambassador Kasem 
Kasemsri presented a brief history of the Royal Thai embassy, noting its 
fi rst opening in 1901, its fi rst offi ce having been in Arlington, Virginia, 
before moving to Washington, D.C. in 1913, and its home at 2300 Kalorama 
Road between 1920 and 1996.

The May 16, 1996, offi cial opening of the American Embassy in Bang-
kok was presided over by then-Deputy Prime Minister Amnuay Viravan 
and newly appointed U.S. Ambassador William H. Itoh. The new Em-
bassy complex incorporates both Thai and U.S. infl uences.  Thai design 
elements include a gabled roof and klong (canal), along with Thai tex-
tiles hanging on the interior walls.  The marble came from Italy, the slate 

from the state of Vermont.  The old Embas-
sy compound, across Wireless Road from 
the new building, accommodates many 
offi ces and agencies of the United States 
diplomatic mission to Thailand, including 
the Consular Section and the Public Affairs 
Section.
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Above: Ambassador Itoh and USIS Director Kiehl cut 
the ribbon at the offi cial opening of the new USIS 
on November 5, 1996. Right: The Thai Embassy in 
Washington, D.C., 2008.
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training courses via its DLTV satellite network; provides English 
language “Access Micro scholarships” to disadvantaged students 
in southern Thailand; coordinates an annual teacher-training 
program with the American University Alumni Association; and 
arranges for American English Language Fellows to teach at Thai 
educational institutions.  The RELO also works with the U.S. 
Embassies in Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and the American 
Institute in Taiwan.  

The RIRO works with the Media and Cultural Section’s IRC 
and with the American Corners to provide training and advice 
on advances in digital resources and information searching 
technologies, as well as on hard copy collections of information 
resources.  Working with the U.S. Embassies in Burma, Cambodia, 
Laos, Vietnam, Singapore, and Thailand, the RIRO engages 
information research professionals in all levels of government 
and academia.  

 U.S. International Broadcasting Facilities in Thailand

The U.S. Broadcasting Board of Governors operates two transmitting 
facilities in Thailand.  One is a shortwave transmitting station at Ban 
Dung, Udon Thani Province.  The facility carries VOA programming 
in thirteen languages.  VOA’s Thai Service is not broadcast over 
BBG facilities but instead works closely with local affi liate radio 
stations in Bangkok and other parts of the country. The shortwave 
transmitting station was built in 1984 at a cost of $120 million 
and was turned over to the Thai government in 1994.  The facility 
is also used to broadcast Radio Thailand programs (currently in 
eleven languages) via shortwave to audiences abroad.  In 1965, the 
BBG began construction of a 1,000-kilowatt medium-wave station 

 IBB site in Udon-Thani Province.
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near Aytthaya and turned it over to Thailand in 1968.  BBG upgraded 
the facility in 1996.  It transmits six languages broadcast by VOA 
and programs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Radio Saranrom. 

 
Library of Congress

The Bangkok representative offi ce of the Library of Congress (LOC) 
is responsible for the collection of paper and electronic materials 
from Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia.  The LOC collects materials 
from government offi ces, nongovernmental organizations, 
international institutions, social and economic institutions, 
and commercial bookstores, more than 1,157 serials and 2,227 
monographs annually.

Once the Library acquires materials, it makes a preliminary 
bibliographic record, and then sends the materials to Jakarta to 
be catalogued, bound, and micro-formatted, if necessary, before 
being shipped to the Library of Congress in Washington or to par-
ticipating institutions in the region, in the U.S., or elsewhere.  

The Thailand–U.S. Educational Foundation

The Thailand–U.S. Educational Foundation, more commonly 
known in Thailand as the Fulbright Foundation, is a unique 
educational foundation which has served as a cultural tie between 
Thailand and the United States since 1950.

Under legislation sponsored by Senator J. William Fulbright 
of Arkansas, the Fulbright program has promoted educational ex-
change between the United States and other countries throughout 
the world since 1946.  Original funding came from payments in 
local currencies for surplus American war supplies.  An academic 
exchange agreement signed on July 1, 1950, by U.S. Ambassador 
Edwin Stanton and Minister of Foreign Affairs Vorakarn Bancha 
initiated the Fulbright program in Thailand, where its objectives 
have been unaffected by fl uctuations in the political climate.

The foundation was formally inaugurated in Bangkok on Sep-
tember 15, 1950, with the appointment of Mr. E. Conrad Parkman, 
an American lecturer at Chulalongkorn University, and Dr. Amporn 
Meesuk, of the Ministry of Education, as its fi rst administrators.  
Today the ten-member board—half Americans, half Thais—meets 
regularly to set foundation policy and to guide the selection of 
Fulbright grantees.  The American Ambassador serves as Honorary 
Chairman of the Board.

During the fi rst fi ve years of operation, the annual budget was 
about 4 million baht.  The earliest foundation programs focused 
on providing scholarships for talented rural students in American-
sponsored secondary and nursing schools in Thailand; airfare for 

E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:140E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:140 5/17/09   9:00:49 AM5/17/09   9:00:49 AM



The Eagle and the Elephant  141 

Thai students furthering their studies in the States; and support for 
travel and maintenance of visiting American professors, teachers, 
and researchers coming to Thailand.

By 1963, the scope of Fulbright operations everywhere had 
expanded and the U.S. Congress allocated an annual budget.  The 
altered funding necessitated a new agreement between the Thai 
and U.S. governments.  Dr. Thanat Khoman, the Thai Foreign 
Minister, represented the Thai government while Mr. Kenneth 
T. Young, Jr., the American Ambassador to Thailand, represented 
the U.S. government at the signing ceremony on May 24, 1963.  
In June 1970, in an amendment to the 1963 agreement, the 
name of the foundation was changed to Thailand–United States 
Educational Foundation (TUSEF) to refl ect more accurately its bi-
national character and the mutuality of interest in its activities.  

The U.S. Congress now provides funding to TUSEF under an-
nual appropriations to the U.S. Department of State, and, beginning 
in 1990, by the government of Thailand through the Department of 
Technical and Economic Cooperation.  Additional support comes 
from cooperating Thai institutions as well as private foundations, 
Fulbright alumni (found in the ranks of professionals from nearly 
every area of Thai society), and Thai and American businesses.  

Each year the program sends about a dozen Thais to further 
their graduate studies in the United States, some with full grants 
covering all costs and others with partial grants.  The foundation 
annually sends two or three Thai senior scholars to an American 
university to undertake research, or to lecture in their fi eld of 
specialization.  At the same time, the Fulbright program has 

Ambassador and Mrs. Lambertson hosted a farewell reception at their residence for departing 
1993–1994 Thai Fulbright grantees.
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brought American professors to Thai universities as visiting 
American lecturers and consultants.  In addition, a number of 
American graduate students conduct research in Thailand every 
year.  Over the past forty-seven years, more than one thousand 
Thais have gone to study in the United States under Fulbright 
sponsorship, while more than three hundred Americans have 
come to Thailand.  An average of thirty-four Thais are studying 
in the United States each year under Fulbright grants.

Since 1980, the Foundation has administered the Hubert H. 
Humphrey Fellowship Program, a one-year non-degree program 
of internship and study in the U.S., designed for outstanding 
mid-career professionals.  Approximately forty-six Thais have 
used this program for career enhancement; one or two grants 
are available annually.

American University Alumni Association 

In 1924, a small group of Thai students who had graduated from 
universities in the United States held a dinner party at the old 
Royal Hotel, the present site of the Russian Embassy on Sathorn 
Road.  The dinner was presided over by H.R.H. Prince Mahidol 
Adulyadej of Songkhla, father of the present king and a graduate 
of Harvard College and Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  
Afterwards, the group met periodically and called themselves the 
“American University Alumni.”

In 1940, AUA registered as the AUAA, under royal patronage, 
for the purpose of promoting friendship, education, culture, char-
ity, sports, and entertainment.  Today, AUAA has almost 2,000 ac-
tive members, both American and Thai, and continues to make an 

The fi rst AUA site at Saranrom Palace.
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important contribution to Thailand through its educational and 
charitable work.

In 1951, representatives of the American Embassy’s U.S. In-
formation Service offered to help establish a language center in 
Bangkok.  The AUAA agreed to sponsor this bi-national language 
center—to teach the Thai and American languages and to provide 
information about the two cultures—on the condition that the 
center would be nonprofi t, nonsectarian, and nonpolitical.  This 
new institution, named the American University Alumni Language 
Center, is better known as AUA.  In 2007, there were fi ve branches 
in Bangkok and fourteen branches upcountry.

With the assistance of the U.S. government, the AUA con-
structed classrooms at its original site, Saranrom Palace, then 
moved to its present location on Rajdamri Road in 1962.  The AUA 
library, added at the Rajdamri site in 1969, has 14,000 books on 
history, culture, politics, economics, and American studies.  (It 
once attracted 100,000 visitors each year.)  While the AUA con-
tinues its cooperative relationship with the U.S. government, it is 
now fully self-supporting.

From 1969 to 2008, almost 500,000 Thais attended English 
classes at AUA.  Over 30,000 foreigners studied Thai at AUA, while 
AUA Thai language textbooks are used in universities and colleges 
throughout the world.  The language center also conducts a vari-
ety of educational and cultural activities for both specialists and 
the general public, including lectures, fi lms, plays, exhibits, and 
many social activities.  For many years, AUA has also organized 
orientation programs for those planning to study in the States.  
The Library has a section to counsel students on U.S. colleges and 
universities.

Present AUA building.
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A glimpse of the university-level educational systems 
in Thailand and the United States is provided by Paveena 
Viriyaprapaikij, a lecturer in the English Department at 
Chulalongkorn University.  Paveena graduated with a fi rst-
class bachelor’s degree from Chulalongkorn University in 
1989 and received a Fulbright scholarship to study American 
literature at the University of New Hampshire, where she 
earned a master’s degree in one year.

Regarding differences between the educational systems 
at the undergraduate level, Paveena said:  

American students must help themselves more.  Their 
teachers only provide guidelines and let them do their 
own researches in libraries.  There are a lot of discussions 
in the classrooms.  There are no discussions in Thai 
classrooms.  Only once in a while will Thai students ask 
questions.  American students want so much to improve 
themselves probably because they have to pay for their 
own studies.  They have to work when they have free 
time to earn money for their studies . . . the costs of 
studies in the United States are very high.  Most of the 
Thai students are supported by their parents.  They are 
therefore not very enthusiastic.

When asked about problems in adapting to the new 
cultural environment, Paveena said, 

I had some diffi culties.  In the classroom, for example, I 
was still stuck to the Thai habit of not asking classmates 
or teachers, as I did not want them to think that I did 
not understand.  I hardly had other problems, though, 
because I was very well-prepared.  At fi rst it was pretty 
tough because my English and background on the 
subjects were not as good as other people’s.  However, 
if we work hard and ask teachers for advice, they will 
know that we are very determined and they will be more 
than willing to help.  We will then be encouraged.
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In April 1996, the U.S. offi cially transferred to AUA the U.S. 
Information Service branch offi ces in Chiang Mai, including the 
library (with its American studies collection), the computer sys-
tem, auditorium, furnishings, and a grand piano.  As noted earlier, 
this American library continues to serve the needs of Northern 
Thailand as does the AUA library in Bangkok.

During its fi rst thirty-nine years of existence, AUA had one 
chairman.  Phra Bisal Sukhumvit, one of the founders of the Asso-
ciation, remained in that position as a living testimony to the warm 
relationship between Thais and Americans.  In addition to his many 
years of devotion to the AUAA, Phra Bisal’s ties with the United 
States went back to his student years at MIT, class of 1923.  Phra Bisal 
also played a leading role in the Free Thai movement negotiations 
in the United States toward the end of World War II.  From 1990 to 
2001, Khunying Chintana Yossundara served as AUA chairperson.  
Khun Prasong Sukhum has served as the third chairman since 2001.  
He is a graduate of Exeter College, Dartmouth College, and Harvard 
Business School.  He is the son of Phra Bisal Sukhumvit.

AUAA has also set up the Mahidol Adulyadej Foundation, 
started in 1930 to commemorate Prince Mahidol’s guiding spirit 
to Thai students during his own days in the United States.  He 
returned to continue his medical studies at Harvard and graduated 
in 1928. In recognition of Prince Mahidol’s lifelong interest and 
work in the fi eld of medicine, this foundation provides partial 
scholarships for needy medical students at several universities 
throughout Thailand.  The foundation has given supporting 
grants to more than 250 recipients and many have become senior 
members of the medical profession.

In addition, Thai alumni of many American universities have 
set up their own alumni club, recognized by their alma mater.  There 
are at least twenty successful alumni clubs from U.S. institutions 
such as Boston University, MIT, Harvard, Cornell, University of 
Wisconsin, Berkeley, Dartmouth, University of Hawaii’s East West 
Center, and University of Michigan.

University Exchanges 

Many universities in both countries have set up their own exchange 
programs with counterparts in the other country.  Kasetsart 
University has signed twenty-six Memoranda of Understanding 
with U.S. universities, including the University of Tennessee, 
Oregon State University, UC Davis, Yale University, and Columbia 
University.  

Chulalongkorn University, the oldest university in Thailand, 
has offi cial exchanges with the University of Northern Colorado, 
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the University of Hawaii, the University of Washington, and Okla-
homa State University, among many others.  One Chulalongkorn 
University cooperative arrangement with two top U.S. business 
schools—the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania 
and the J. I. Kellogg Graduate School of Management of North-
western University, Illinois—has produced Bangkok’s prestigious 
Sasin Graduate Institute of Business Administration.  In 2007, 
there were twenty students from Sasin studying in the United 
States, and fi fteen American students studying at Sasin.  

Through the International Student Exchange Program, thirty-
seven American students are studying at Thammasat University, 
while thirty-fi ve Thais are in the United States studying at 
UC Berkley, UCLA, the University of North Carolina, and the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Chiang Mai University (CMU) has MOUs with thirty U.S. 
institutions, including the University of Wisconsin–Madison, and 
Texas A&M University.  CMU offers courses for American exchange 
students that focus on Thai and Asian languages and culture, 
history and society.  Washington State University’s Summer Study 
Abroad/Cultural Exchange Program offers a four-week exchange 
program as part of its BA in International Business program.  St. 
Olaf College sends students each year to take fourteen-week 
courses on Thai society, culture, and language.  As part of the 
Northwest Universities Consortium, American students from 
the University of Wisconsin, University of Hawaii, Northern 
Illinois University, Arizona State University, Cornell University, 
University of Michigan, Yale, and the University of Washington 
study advanced Thai language at CMU as part of an eight-week 
program.  As an integral part of the California Polytechnic State 
University Thai Studies and Internship Program, students spend 
three weeks at CMU on a fi eld-oriented program studying Thai 
language and culture, Thai architecture, and indigenous hill 
tribe cultures.  Since 1983, CMU and the University of Wisconsin 
have jointly run the College Year in Thailand program, in which 
American students spend two semesters at CMU studying Thai 
language, society and culture, and conduct independent fi eld 
research for special projects. 

With a university linkage grant from the Department of State 
in 2002, a consortium of community colleges in the United States 
partnered with the Thai Ministry of Education and the Sukhothai 
Thammathirat Open University to establish the fi rst community 
college system in Thailand that now has seventeen institutions 
with nearly 20,000 students countrywide.  

In a speech given in 2005 to the Third U.S.–Thailand 
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Educational Roundtable, Ambassador Ralph L. Boyce stressed the 
important role of educational exchange: 

Educational partnership represents a key part of the broader 
foundation of personal relationships that exist between 
Thailand and the United States.  Thailand is one of our closest 
partners in this region, and I believe that education is one of 
the lynchpins of that partnership.

In 2007 there were 8,886 Thai students registered as studying 
at United States colleges and universities. Thailand ranked ninth 
in number of foreign students studying in the United States ac-
cording to the Annual Report of the New York-based Institute for 
International Education.  

American Field Service 

AFS is an international, voluntary, nongovernmental, nonprofi t 
organization that provides intercultural learning opportunities 
to help people develop the knowledge, skills, and understanding 
needed to create a more just and peaceful world.  AFS is the legacy 
of the volunteer ambulance drivers who worked in Europe during 
World Wars I and II.  In 1947, those drivers formed an organization 
providing international educational exchange opportunities with 
an emphasis on secondary schools.  The motto of the group was 
“Walk together, talk together; then and only then shall we have 
peace.”  

The Thai Cabinet established the AFS Program in Thailand in 
April 1962 under the supervision of the Ministry of Education.  Un-
til 1971, all AFS exchanges involved the United States, but the es-
tablishment of AFS Intercultural Programs in 1970 made exchanges 
possible among many Partner countries.  Since 1990, each Partner 
has had its own volunteer board of directors with responsibility 
for the staff, offi ce, budget and programs in its territory.  AFS In-
tercultural Programs in New York provides overall coordination 
and offers a number of core services, but Partners manage their 
own AFS program operations.

AFS Thailand has thirteen sending and hosting programs, 
including the student year and semester exchange, the school-to-
school link between Thailand and another country, and educator 
and teacher exchanges.  AFS Chapters are located in forty-
six provinces, and 2,000 AFS-associated schools cover every 
province in the country. Through these programs, Thailand sent 
325 students and educators to the United States in 2008, while 
hosting 79 Americans.  In the AFS Thailand program as a whole 
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that year, 800 students and educators participated in programs in 
thirty-six countries.

Selection for these programs begins with an annual written 
examination and continues with group and individual interviews 
of students who wish to go abroad.  In 2008, 14,500 applied for 
the one-year and the English language programs.  Teachers ap-
ply through their schools and the Ministry of Education for the 
teacher and educator exchanges.

AFS Thailand also hosts Americans who live with Thai families 
and attend local schools, observe and offer assistance under the 
visiting teacher and educator programs, or undertake special com-
munity service programs in education, agriculture and health.

Support in both countries comes from a broad community-
based volunteer network, with additional funding from participant 
fees, and corporate, foundation, and individual contributions.  
The 10,000 returnees from these AFS U.S. and Thailand programs 
have gone on to contribute positively to their communities, with 
many becoming leaders in various fi elds and testifying to the drive 
the AFS program provided them toward their current family and 
professional success.

 
Thai–U.S. Private-Sector and Foundation 
Cooperation
Nonprofi t foundations have a longstanding role in educational 
and cultural programing in Thailand.  Since the middle of the 
twentieth century,  nonprofi t foundations in Thailand have 
worked increasingly with Thai for-profi t private enterprises. These 
relationships refl ect a growing interest of the private sector in 
participating in a variety of programs as a way of contributing to 
their local communities or to the global community.   Among the 
more prominent Thai-American examples of private sector and 
foundation collaboration are the following institutions.

The Kenan Institute of Asia

Kenan Institute Asia (KIA) is one of USAID’s implementing partners. 
KIA is a nongovernmental institution formed in collaboration 
with the Royal Thai government’s Department of Technical and 
Economic Cooperation, the William R. Kenan Jr. Trust of North 
Carolina, and the William R. Kenan Jr. Fund of the University of 
North Carolina.

The Kenan Institute has promoted U.S.–Thai links based on 
the principles of partnership, equality, and mutual benefi t.  

As Chairman Anand Panyarachun said at KIA’s inauguration, 
“What we had was a recognition that, despite all our economic 
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success, we could still benefi t from cooperation from the United 
States.  At the same time, we recognized the United States would 
also benefi t greatly from continued cooperation in the develop-
ment of Thailand and the region.”

The Kenan Institute was conceived as a model for low-cost, 
high-impact development cooperation between the United States 
and countries with a strong private sector to serve as a successor 
to the more traditional government-to-government assistance.  

KIA has been using its $10.5 million endowment to fi nance 
business-like partnerships that utilize U.S. technology and know-
how to solve key development problems.  

KIA’s goals are to (1) promote development cooperation 
among academic institutions, commercial fi rms, nongovernmen-
tal organizations, and government agencies; (2) encourage the 
use of private-sector mechanisms to solve Thailand’s key devel-
opment problems; (3) utilize the resources of the University of 
North Carolina system and other U.S. and Thai universities to sup-
port the social and economic development of Thailand; and (4) 
raise funds from both public and private Thai and U.S. sources 
to augment the size of the initial endowment and to provide a 
steady and secure source of funding for partnership activities well 
into the future.  

The Kenan Institute fi rst worked with USAID in Thailand in 
1993 to develop business partnerships and solve environmental 
and health problems. During the decade that followed this initial 
project, KIA helped develop programs in economic competitive-
ness; corporate citizenship; small- and medium-size entrepre-
neurships; education in inquiry-based science teaching, informa-
tion technology and environment; community strengthening and 
microfi nance; environment; public health; and tsunami recovery.  

Since 1999, USAID has provided more than $21 million in 
grant support to KIA to implement the Accelerating Economic Re-
covery in Asia program, as well as the Borderless Action Against 
Microbes, Environment Support Program, Tsunami and Trade Ca-
pacity Building program, and avian infl uenza programs.

The Kenan Tsunami Recovery Action Initiative (TRAI) program 
following the 2004 tsunami provided assistance for developing 
sustainable tourism in the Lam Kaen/Kuk Kak community, the area 
hardest hit by the disaster. During the fi rst three years after the 
disaster, Kenan worked on building the capacities of local institutions 
to continue efforts after the Kenan TRAI program ended. 

Over the years, KIA has also extended its training and co-
operation programs to include Thailand’s neighbors, particularly 
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Indonesia.  

Anand Punyarachun, chairman of the 
Kenan Institute of Asia.
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In 2006, for various agencies, the Institute launched new pro-
grams that increased capacities for trade in Southeast Asia, designed 
small-business incubators for Laos and Cambodia, and helped en-
trepreneurs develop franchising operations in the region. 

To reduce the threat of avian infl uenza in the region, Kenan, 
with support from USAID and UNICEF, ran programs that pro-
vided information and protection mechanisms for schools and 
communities.  

Late in 2006, the Institute honored Khun Anand for a de-
cade of service and KIA’s Board of Trustees elected him Honorary 
Chairman.  

Khun Anand noted, 

Whether it is reducing air pollution, training worldclass 
business executives, or clearing away infrastructure 
bottlenecks, the essential ingredients of organized intelligence, 
funding, legal regulation, and practical management must be 
present for success.  The Kenan Institute will be working to 
make this happen. This may result in high visibility projects, 
like the Global TransPark, or in the quiet training of nurses.  
But it will make a difference.
     

Eisenhower Fellowships

Eisenhower Exchange Fellowships Inc. is a private, nonprofi t, 
nongovernmental organization created in 1953 by a group of 
prominent Americans to honor President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
for his contribution as a soldier, statesman, and world leader.  
Based in Philadelphia, its purpose and design refl ect Eisenhower’s 
conviction that greater understanding among individuals in 
positions of leadership fosters greater understanding among 
nations and contributes to peace and progress for all. Eisenhower 
Fellowships receives funds from corporate sponsors, foundation 
grants, Eisenhower Fellows, and friends. Endowment funds raised 
and managed by the Trustees and from a trust fund established 
by the U.S. Congress as a memorial to President Eisenhower also 
provide support.  

The organization offers several programs. The Multi-Nation 
Program brings to the United States up to twenty-fi ve Fellows from 
as many countries each spring, while the Single Region/Nation 
Program comprises approximately 20–25 Fellows from a single 
country or region each fall.  In addition, there is a USA Program 
and, separately, an Alumni Network Program for former Fellows.  

Eisenhower Fellows are men and women, ages 35–42, who 
have already displayed outstanding achievement in mid-career 
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and who are expected to assume positions of infl uence and make 
a difference in the future.  Nearly 1,700 men and women from 
over 100 countries have joined the ranks of Eisenhower Fellows 
since 1953.  They include four heads of government and at least 
100 in positions at the Cabinet level or higher.  Hundreds of other 
alumni have led major corporations, NGOs, and academic institu-
tions, or served as legislators, Supreme Court judges, ambassadors, 
and noted journalists.

During their two months in the United States, the Fellows 
pursue individualized programs of visits to 10–12 cities for 60–80 
meetings with U.S. leaders in their respective fi elds.  In 2007, the 
thirty-ninth Eisenhower Fellow nominated from Thailand for the 
Multi Nation Program was Ms. Supinya Klangnarong, Secretary 
General for the Campaign for Popular Media Reform.  This is a 
network of NGOs that played a pivotal role in the passage of 
the Wavelength Regulator Act, which reserves 20 percent of the 
broadcast spectrum for public access media.  In addition to leading 
this network, Ms. Klangnarong advocates for free speech, media 
reform, and civic engagement, and she teaches human rights and 
social development at Mahidol University.

Fellows outside the United States are nominated by in-coun-
try nominating committees comprised of alumni Fellows, along 
with eminent public sector, business, and NGO leaders from the 
broader community.

Former U.S. Secretary of State General Colin Powell assumed 
the chairmanship of Eisenhower Fellowships from Dr. Henry A. 
Kissinger in 2006.  Former Ambassador John S. Wolf serves as the 
Eisenhower Fellowships’ president. 

The Asia Foundation

The Asia Foundation is a private, nonprofi t U.S. institution.  
It opened its Bangkok offi ce in 1954 and has maintained a 
continuous presence there since. Two factors have contributed to 
The Asia Foundation’s success and longevity in Thailand. First, the 
Foundation’s programs have been innovative, adapting to meet 
the needs of a changing Thai society. Second, the mutual goal 
of strengthening democratic institutions and Thai–U.S. relations 
has guided the Foundation’s programs, and it has consistently 
worked with Thai partners to respond to their initiatives. As a 
result, Foundation programs have directly addressed the priority 
interests of its Thai partners.  

As Thailand has transitioned from a predominantly agricultural 
to an industrial-based economy and from a military-dominated 
government to a multi-party democracy, The Asia Foundation’s 
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programs have sought to improve good governance at the local and 
national level, foster informed and active civic participation, and, 
especially, increase the role of women in politics. The Foundation 
believes that society benefi ts when women participate in the 
public and political spheres. To encourage women to be involved 
in politics, Foundation staff worked with women’s organizations 
to train future candidates, thereby leading to an increase of 
female members of Parliament from 1.9 percent in 1994 to 9.4 
percent in 2001. The Asia Foundation was a founding member of 
the Women’s Constitution Network, which took a leading role 
in drafting a new constitution in 1997 and consequently secured 
gender equality and rights for women in Thailand. When the nation 
re-wrote the constitution in 2007, the Foundation supported the 
next generation of women’s political movement, WeMOVE, as 
they fought to safeguard and expand the protections for women 
achieved in the 1997 charter. 

Throughout, the Foundation has remained a responsive and 
trusted partner by identifying key opportunities to enhance the 
environment for political, economic, and social reforms. In order 
to provide Thais with greater exposure to the outside world, the 
Foundation has supported a variety of international exchanges, 

Asia Foundation-sponsored DNA testing 
in Ranong, June 2007. 
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including with the prestigious Neiman Fellows Program and the 
Luce Scholars Program. Education has been a core focus of The 
Asia Foundation’s work in Thailand dating back to a grant to 
Chulalongkorn University in 1956, helping to establish prestigious 
institutions such as Sasin/GIBA and TDRI, as well as providing 
longterm support since 1961 to Thailand’s Private Islamic Religious 
Schools, (pondok), so that they could raise their standards and ensure 
Muslim students an equal opportunity to compete in Thailand’s 
growing economic success. The Asia Foundation’s longest running 
program, Books for Asia, has donated more than 2.5 million high-
quality English-language textbooks and journals to Thai schools 
and learning centers all over the country, with an emphasis on 
delivering books to students and readers in rural areas. 

Recent programs center on helping Thais obtain legal 
identity by providing free DNA tests to prove citizenship and 
access to a multitude of State benefi ts. The tsunami that struck the 
Andaman coastline in 2004 was a defi ning moment for Thailand 
and highlighted scores of legal rights issues facing those living in 
affected areas. A key project launched in early 2006 has provided 
tsunami survivors with free legal assistance and counseling as 
well as grants to start small businesses in an effort to assist with 
ongoing rehabilitation and recovery.

Through these and many other initiatives, The Asia Founda-
tion has supported Thai efforts toward building a more open, eq-
uitable, and sustainable society. The Asia Foundation in Thailand 
has been privileged to collaborate with innovative and reform-
minded partners and organizations. 

The Ford Foundation

The Ford Foundation established an offi ce in Thailand in the 
late 1960s that focused on education and development issues, 
including agriculture and forestry.  As time went on, the role 
and well-being of women emerged as a critical issue, and Ford 
responded by setting up programs to address this need.  In the late 
1980s and early 1990s, HIV/AIDS took center stage in Thailand, as 
the rapid increase and full extent of this epidemic became evident 
and the Thai government initiated a vigorous response.  Ford 
worked with other organizations in developing a response that 
included education, dissemination of information, prevention, 
and treatment.  As Thailand’s prosperity increased, Ford introduced 
programs training people in the role, use, and management of 
philanthropy by individuals and corporations.

By the 1990s, political relations between the United States 
and neighboring Southeast Asian countries, as well as better 
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relations among several of the mainland Southeast Asian countries 
themselves, allowed Ford Foundation the opportunity to expand 
its educational and community development work to lesser 
developed countries in the region through scholarship and grant 
programs operated from its Bangkok headquarters.  Vietnam was 
just then opening its doors to more cooperation, and Ford used its 
knowledge of development issues in the region to respond early 
and effectively.  Soon, a majority of Ford’s programs in Southeast 
Asia were in Vietnam, while the need from Thailand appeared to 
be diminishing.  In 1994, Ford began exploring the possibility of 
setting up its offi ce in Vietnam, and in October 1996 it received a 
license to establish a representative offi ce in Hanoi.  In late 1998, 
Ford Foundation’s regional headquarters was transferred to Hanoi, 
and its Bangkok offi ce was closed.

By the twenty-fi rst century, Ford’s remaining programs 
in Thailand, run out of the Hanoi offi ce, focused on what was 
perceived to be the greatest need—Thailand’s least developed 
region, the northeast.  The Foundation has funded government 
agencies, NGOs, and academics to create models, address legal 
issues, and encourage problem-solving approaches that foster 
the development of civil society in addressing community forest 
management issues.  Foundation support regarding women and 
AIDS focused on strengthening the capacity of networks of AIDS-
related organizations to learn from the diverse experiences within 
these networks, inform the public, and infl uence policy.  

In February 2003, Ford Foundation’s International Fellowships 

Ford Foundation programs in community forestry have supported research which demonstrates 
the environmental viability of indigenous highland farming systems, such as the Karen swidden 
system which produced the rice pounded by this Karen woman.
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Program launched a program in Khon Kaen focused on developing 
human resources in Northeast Thailand through its advanced 
degree fellowships to persons who have demonstrated exceptional 
commitment and leadership potential, especially those from 
groups or communities who have had little access to higher 
education, thus continuing its legacy of strengthening community 
development through education. 

The Rockefeller Foundation

The Rockefeller Foundation’s (RF) involvement in Thailand dates 
back to its fi rst decade of existence, when in 1917 it helped the 
Siamese government in anti-hookworm, anti-malaria, and other 
health-related work. 

RF has largely supported longterm efforts in health, 
population, and the agricultural and environmental sciences.  In 
the 1950s, the foundation continued its interest in medicine, with 
support for Siriraj Hospital, then under the University of Medical 
Sciences, later to become Mahidol University. The narrow interest 
in medical education broadened in 1963 when the foundation chose 
Thailand as one of the countries in which to launch its University 
Development Program (UDP).  UDP was designed to train scholars 
to assist in the transfer of technology appropriate to indigenous 
values and experience, and to institutionalize innovation to foster 
practicality and relevance in teaching and research.  Projects were 
funded at three Thai universities.  At Kasetsart University, support 
for agricultural research and education began in 1955, and staff 
development increased the number of trained Thais on the faculty 
by 44 percent and the number with a doctorate by 81 percent.  
Efforts at Mahidol University focused on developing six life science 
departments in the Faculty of Science.  At Thammasat University, 
the foundation and the dean of the Faculty of Economics set a goal 
of a full-time Thai professoriate.  In 1968–69, the fi rst full-time 
graduate-level program in economics was introduced. It was in 
the 1960s that the foundation established a fi eld offi ce in Thailand 
and signed a formal Memorandum of Understanding with the Thai 
government to “advance training and research in the medical and 
natural sciences, agricultural sciences, and humanities and social 
sciences.”

In the late 1980s, RF focused its grant-making on agriculture 
and natural resource management and health sciences.  In 1989, 
the foundation started the International Program on Rice Bio-
technology (IPRB) in Thailand.  Cooperating with the National 
Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology and the Min-
istry of Science, Technology and Environment, the IPRB provided 
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research grants and fellowships 
in rice biotechnology.  The Rice 
Research Institute of Thailand 
was a focal point for the appli-
cation of the new DNA-based 
technology for rice genetic im-
provement.  Continuing its long 
association with medical and 
health related research, foun-
dation grants in the 1980s sup-
ported research and training on 
HIV/AIDS-related subjects and 
the International Clinical Epi-
demiology Network, launched 
in 1980 to aid in the study and 

treatment of diseases among different populations. 
In 2000, under new leadership, the Foundation began 

devoting increased attention to Thailand and Southeast Asia. An 
anti-smoking program entitled “trading tobacco for health” and 
the Mekong Basin Disease Surveillance (MBDS) programs were 
launched. The IPRD was closed down, but a new program on 
“resilient crops for water-limited environments” was inaugurated. 
But the biggest change was the development and implementation of 
a regional program, the Southeast Asia Regional Program (SEARP), 
centered on Thailand and using it as a resource for the neighboring 
countries of the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS). The Southeast 
Asia Regional Offi ce was inaugurated in early 2002 and devoted 
itself to the SEARP strategy of “Learning Across Boundaries” in the 
GMS countries. The Learning Across Boundaries program involved 
foci on understanding and analyzing trans-boundary trends such 
as migration, and the negative side-effects of greater integration 
of the GMS economies; on cross-border health issues such as HIV/
AIDS and emerging pandemic diseases; upland agriculture and 
agricultural trade; and bridging the various differences among the 
region’s diverse peoples—linguistic, ethnic, religious, cultural—
with a humanities and arts program.

The RF underwent a foundation-wide strategy review under 
a new president in 2005, and by 2007 announced the phasing out 
of its previous thematic programs (health equity, food security, 
creativity and culture) and regional programs (Southeast Asia and 
East Africa).  These are being replaced by a series of time-bound, 
evidence-based, multi-disciplinary initiatives, which will be glob-
al in reach.  Among those relating to Thailand, the following are 
notable:  Emerging Pandemics supports efforts at early warning, 

Ban Jalae Hilltribe Life and Culture 
Center.
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surveillance, and sophisticated disease outbreak mapping involv-
ing collaborations across borders.  It continues to draw on the 
MBDS program, and involves grants to the International Health 
Promotion Program at the Thai Ministry of Health, among other 
Thai organizations. An initiative on Climate Change Resilience 
aims to strengthen poor and vulnerable people’s ability to adapt 
to climate changes already in motion. One component of this ini-
tiative will involve three or four Asian cities, probably Bangkok 
among them, and their strategies for adapting to climate change 
and its effects on the poor.

East-West Center

The U.S. Congress established the East-West Center (EWC) at the 
University of Hawaii in 1960 to foster mutual understanding and 
cooperation among the governments and peoples of the Asia-Pacifi c 
region.  Offi cially known as the Center for Cultural and Technical 
Interchange between East and West, EWC is a public, nonprofi t 
institution with an international board of governors.  Principal 
funding comes from the U.S. government, with additional support 
provided by private agencies, individuals, and corporations, 
and more than twenty Asian and Pacifi c governments, including 
Thailand.  

The Center promotes responsible development, longterm 
stability, and human dignity for all people in the region and helps 
prepare the United States for constructive involvement in Asia and 
the Pacifi c through research, education, and dialogue.  It provides 
a neutral meeting ground where people with a wide range of per-
spectives exchange views on topics of regional concern.  Some 
2,000 scholars, government and business leaders, educators, jour-
nalists, and other professionals work with the Center’s staff to 
address topics of contemporary signifi cance.

Every year, about seventy individuals from Thailand 
participate.  A total of more than 3,000 Thais have been involved 
in East-West Center programs on business administration, culture, 
economics, education, environmental studies, population issues, 
and resource systems.  For example, EWC researchers work with 
scholars at Chiang Mai University on a study of land and forest 
resources used by Karen tribal communities in northern Thailand.  
As part of a multi-country study on the pace and direction of 
cultural change in Asia, EWC and Thai researchers collect survey 
data on changes in traditional values in Thailand.  Collaboration 
with the EWC Program on Population has taken several forms, 
including Thai visiting fellows who analyzed results from the 
Family and Youth Survey conducted in Thailand in 1994, and 
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holding the Program’s annual Summer Seminar at the Institute of 
Population Studies of Chulalongkorn University in 1995.

The Center is truly international, drawing its funding 
from many countries and being staffed by people of different 
nationalities.  Thailand’s own special contribution is a beautiful 
Thai pavilion on the grounds of the EWC headquarters in Hawaii, 
donated and dedicated by His Majesty King Bhumipol in 1967.  
It was replaced by a new pavilion opened in March 2007.  In 
addition, Thai alumni of the EWC have established the Sala Thai 
scholarship fund as an endowment fund for Thai students to study 
at the East-West Center.  

John F. Kennedy Foundation of Thailand

After the assassination of President John F. Kennedy on November 
22, 1963, people in Thailand, as elsewhere, sought ways to make 
the ideals for which Kennedy stood—peace, justice, and liberty—
live on.  As a memorial to the principles promoted by Kennedy, 
His Excellency Dr. Thanat Khoman, then Thai Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, used his own private funds to establish the John F. Kennedy 
Foundation for Thailand.  Later, the Thai and U.S. governments 
provided support and encouragement.  Offi cially founded on 
December 2, 1963, the nonpolitical organization’s title was 
amended in 1984 to “The John F. Kennedy Foundation of Thailand 
for Thai-American Friendship.”

The foundation objectives were to serve as a memorial to 
the late president who had actively encouraged the educational 
and cultural development of youth worldwide, and to express the 
friendship between Thailand and the United States.  It is approved 
by, and its charter registered with, the Ministry of Education.  
The late Dr. Thanat Khoman and U.S. Ambassador Leonard Unger 
were the fi rst chairman and deputy chairman, respectively, of the 
all-volunteer board.  The organization received fi nancial support 
through donations, bequests, endowments, and interest.

Foundation activities have included awarding scholarships, 

East- West Center scholars from 
Thailand and other countries meet 

together in 1966.
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supporting lunch programs in primary schools, 
arranging a visiting professor program, con-
structing a library (in 1971) for the Prince of 
Songkhla University Pattani Campus, and fund-
ing an addition to the National Museum at Ban 
Chiang to house the artifacts in an exhibit en-
titled, “Ban Chiang:  Discovery of a lost Bronze 
Age.”  The foundation funded publications and 
research on cultural topics, including a Tham-
masat University project on contemporary Thai 
poetry and Chulalongkorn University’s research 
and publication of curriculum vitae and activi-
ties of the late Princess Mother.

Kennedy Foundation projects in the 
1990s included joint sponsorship, along with the Thailand–U.S. 
Educational Foundation, of a professor of bio-process technology 
at the Asian Institute for Technology; a grant to the Asia Society 
for a seminar on “The Future of Asia’s Past”; the Isaan Story-telling 
Project supporting two American scholars at Mahasarakham 
University in translating American folktales into the Isaan 
dialect; distribution of copies of Webster’s Dictionary to various Thai 
institutions; building children’s playgrounds in rural areas as part 
of a Red Cross Society initiative; and a grant to the University of 
Pennsylvania to publish a monograph on Ban Chiang, beginning 
with the fi rst two volumes.   Most recently, the JFK Foundation 
in Thailand  provided a 2005–2006 grant to the Thailand–U.S. 
Educational Foundation (Fulbright) to support two U.S. scholars 
doing research in Thailand.

 
Thai Women of Tomorrow and New Life Center

First Lady Hillary Clinton, arriving two days before President 
Clinton in November 1996, traveled to northern Thailand to 
discuss the rights of women and children.  In Chiang Mai, the 
fi rst lady met some of the 150 students in the Thai Women of 
Tomorrow private nonprofi t program, established in 1989 with the 
aim of equipping young women with education and jobs so they 
could avoid the trap of prostitution.  The next day, she visited 
the New Life Center, established in 1987, where hill tribe girls 
who have been rescued from traffi cking networks or brothels 
receive schooling and vocational training, as well as physiological 
rehabilitation and legal counseling during court hearings.  Two 
American missionaries, who have worked with the hill tribes 
for four decades, established the center to give hill tribe girls 
alternatives to exploitation and the sex trade.  

Kenneth T. Young, president of 
Asia Society (later ambassador to 
Thailand), with Prime Minister Thanom 
Kittikachorn at the Plaza Hotel in New 
York in 1968.
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In her speech at Chiang Mai University, Mrs. Clinton stated,

In the past, the Thai–U.S. partnership has led to tremendous 
successes in the fi ght against diseases such as malaria and 
leprosy, and in the expansion of education and family planning 
programs.  But just as economic progress seems to solve 
many problems related to our physical well-being, new and 
potentially devastating social and health problems threaten to 
undermine the advances we make.

One of the social and health problems in both countries is 
AIDS.  After visiting the New Life Center, Mrs. Clinton wrote:

I also met girls from the House of Love, a shelter for former 
prostitutes dying of AIDS.  One 18-year-old girl came in a 
wheelchair.  She had been sold as a maid when she was 10, 
and was then forced into prostitution.  Even after she became 
HIV-positive, she had to keep working, and it was only after 
she became too sick with AIDS to function that she was taken 
to the hospital.  As I knelt beside her, I could see the skin 
stretched tightly across her face.  She tried to speak but could 
not be heard, and I was later told that she was not expected to 
live out the week.
 Despite witnessing the ravages of AIDS and the cruel 
reality of how girls are still being exploited, I came away 
from the center hopeful and heartened.  I was encouraged 
by the commitment of private individuals like Rev. Bethel6 
the organizations that support such work, the growing 
willingness of governments to combat sexual exploitation, 
and the economic and social problems that lead to it.  The 

6. Rev. Bethel is an American 
missionary who runs the New 
Life Center.

First Lady Hillary Clinton was greeted 
by Mi Cha Ach Mae after leading a 
discussion on HIV/AIDS at the New 
Life  Center in Chiang Mai, November 
25, 1996. Mi Cha Ach Mae, who was HIV 
positive, died a week later. (Courtesy 
AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee.)
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Thai government has enacted legislation, and adopted a plan 
to end child prostitution.  The United States has passed a law 
permitting the prosecution of any citizen who engages in 
such illegal activities.  No one who saw the face of that dying 
girl in the wheelchair could doubt the urgency of persuading 
more countries to take similar steps.

Mitraparb Education Foundation

Thai rural education received a boost in 1961 when an American 
and a Thai military offi cer took shelter in a local school in the 
village of Ban Yang, Prachinburi Province.  These offi cers launched 
the Mitraparb Education Foundation.  They conceived a plan to 
stage parachute jumps, boxing, and other shows in Bangkok and 
in such provinces as Nakhorn Ratchasima, Saraburi, Nakhorn 
Srithammarat, Chachoengsao, and Prachinburi as fundraising 
ventures to provide support for rural education facilities.  The 
shows featured both Thai and American sky-divers, and the 
proceeds from the fi rst show, amounting to 80,000 baht, were 
used to construct a new eight-classroom school at Ban Yang.  
The success of this initial endeavor led the foundation to extend 
similar aid to other parts of the country.  Under royal patronage, 
the foundation arranged shows, villagers helped in construction, 
and local residents made donations.  In certain poverty-stricken 
villages, the foundation gave additional fi nancial aid besides the 
proceeds from shows. 

Over a period of twenty-fi ve years, Mitraparb Education 
Foundation was responsible for the construction of 289 schools, 
all of them outside Bangkok.  It supplied books, school lunches, 
uniforms, teaching aids, and grants to outstanding students to help 
them further their education at the technical level in teachers’ 
training schools.  Most of the leadership for this voluntary effort 
was provided by General Saiyud Kerdphol, onetime Thai Armed 
Forces Supreme Commander.

The foundation’s committee consisted of an equal number of 
Thais and Americans.  Everything about the program was done on 
a bi-national basis, a former jumper with Mitraparb recalled:

At a local airport, the jumpers lined up—Thais and Americans—
and loaded on the planes to fl y to the dropping point.  The fi rst 
jump was always one Thai and one American jumping together.  
The American jumped with a Thai fl ag, and the Thai with an 
American fl ag.  After landing and taking off their parachutes, 
these two came together, shook hands, stood shoulder-to-
shoulder to salute the senior offi cer, and presented both fl ags 
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to Boy Scouts who handed them to the honor guard to be raised 
while the national anthem of each was played.  Overhead, the 
planes were orbiting until the opening ceremony was over.
 In the early 1970s people bought a 2-3 baht ticket just to 
watch, or a 5-6 baht ticket to watch and participate in the 
raffl e.  Companies donated items for the raffl e, such as the 
Singer Company, which donated a sewing machine for each 
demonstration, or a tire company providing a set of tires.  
Perhaps the biggest gathering was in Kanchanaburi, where 
106,000 people paid, though it seemed like twice as many 
attended.

Typically, this offi cer recalled, about 150 jumpers dropped 
either “static line” or free falling; that is, sky-diving.  In a peak year 
in the 1970s, twenty-four demonstrations were held throughout 
Thailand. “Mitraparb represented extraordinary cooperation 
between all the armed services of both countries,” the offi cer 
added.

Formal activity declined considerably after the 1970s, as 
Thailand’s booming economy permitted the government to 
provide modern educational facilities more widely throughout 
the country.  But the example created by Mitraparb inspired a 
number of people-to-people self-help programs, including 
nongovernmental organizations, Rotary Clubs, Lion Clubs, and 

Mitraparb Foundation sponsored para-
chute demonstrations to raise funds for 
building schools in the rural areas.
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Thai military activities, which have targeted depressed remote 
areas for assistance with dispensaries, fair price markets, and 
infrastructure development.  These projects, although they have 
a different identity, draw on the example of Mitraparb and keep 
that spirit alive.  

The James H. W. Thompson Foundation

Jim Thompson, through the Thai Silk Company that he established, 
saved a dying craft and transformed it into a worldclass designer 
brand.  That was his living legacy to Thailand, a country he had 
come to live in more or less by happenstance.  Born in Delaware 
in 1906 to a well-off family, he attended Princeton University 
from 1924 to 1928.  His father owned and managed a textile mill in 
New York, but he also had an interest in art which he passed on to 
his son.  Nonetheless, Jim Thompson chose to study architecture 
at the University of Pennsylvania and became a working architect 
in New York City until 1940, when he volunteered to serve in the 
Army as the Second World War escalated in Europe.

During the War, Thompson was assigned to the Offi ce of Stra-
tegic Services, predecessor to the CIA.  He was on his way to 
Bangkok when the War ended, but stayed in Bangkok as station 
chief of the OSS.  In late 1946 Thompson left for the United States 
to get his discharge, but by then he had become fond of Thailand 
and saw opportunity there.  He returned and dedicated himself 
to reviving and improving the dying craft of making silk textiles.  
With his natural fl air for design and color, Thompson gained 
worldwide recognition for his success not only in rebuilding the 
industry, but also for generating international demand through 
well-conceived marketing strategies.

During Easter weekend in 1967, after twenty-two years of 
living in Thailand, Thompson disappeared while on holiday with 
friends in Cameron Highlands, a northern Malaysian resort.  An 
extensive and extended search failed to reveal any clues about 
his disappearance.  The silk industry, including the company he 
founded, has continued to grow, evolve, and prosper while his 
house, an exquisite example of Thai architecture, along with his 
extensive art and book collection, attract large numbers of tour-
ists every year to the Museum they have become.

In 1976 the Court-appointed administrator of the property of 
Jim Thompson received permission from government ministries 
of the Kingdom of Thailand to establish a foundation bearing Jim 
Thompson’s name.  His property was vested in the Foundation, and 
the house and art collection are offi cially registered as a national 
museum.  The Foundation is dedicated to the conservation of 
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The Narai Banthomsin sculpture depicts the Birth of Brahma with 
Vishnu Reclining on a Makara, and forms a lintel, or crosspiece, 
over a restored Hindu temple.  It resided in Thailand for about 
eight centuries before ending up in the Chicago Art Institute 
in the mid-1960s.  Prince Subhadradis Diskul fi rst identifi ed the 
lintel there and generated the publicity that eventually made 
Allan Drebin aware of the issue.  The prince came to Chicago 
in July 1988 to negotiate its release.  Dr. Drebin had returned to 
Chicago after teaching at the Sasin Graduate Institute of Business 
Administration at Chulalongkorn University.  Dr. Drebin, of the 
J.L. Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University, 
was asked to describe this role in the return of the lintel to 
Thailand.  In December 1988 he wrote: 

. . . the newspaper reported that the delegation led by Prince 
Subhadradis Diskul was negotiating with the [Chicago] Art 
Institute and . . . an agreement had been reached.
 Shortly after I returned in August, it was reported that 
the agreement had been canceled.  The Art Institute took the 
position that since they were not directly involved in the 
theft of the lintel, they had innocently purchased it from a 
dealer, they had no responsibility to return it without being 
compensated.  The Thai government took the position that 
since the lintel had been stolen, it rightfully belonged to 
Thailand and must be returned without any compensation.
 While the museum director conceded the sculpture 
belonged in Thailand, he said caving in to demands would 
unleash claims from other countries and undermined a 
United Nations agreement requiring that innocent purchasers 
of stolen art be compensated if they return it.
 . . . I felt I must act.  I am a director of the Elizabeth F. 
Cheney Foundation, a charitable foundation which had just 
granted the Art Institute a substantial sum of money . . .  We 
have very good relations with the Art Institute . . . I offered 
a plan that would benefi t the Art Institute while resolving 
the impasse.  I proposed that the Cheney Foundation would 
purchase another art object that the Art Institute would be 
happy with and then the Art Institute would return the lintel 
to Thailand.

The Art Institute accepted the proposal, the Cheney Foun-
dation agreed to pay for a new piece, and the Narai Banthomsin 
lintel returned to its original home.          
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Thailand’s rich cultural heritage.
The James H. W. Thompson Foundation supports research, 

seminars, conferences, exhibitions and publications that could 
create a better understanding and appreciation of traditional Thai 
art forms of sculpture, painting, literature, dance, song, puppetry 
and textiles.  The focus is on articulating and extolling the past 
which provides inspiration for evolving art forms, ensuring that 
the Thai culture embedded in the past is carried forward in a con-
tinuum into the future.  

The Thai Community in the United States
While Bangkok boasts an American community of over 10,000, 
the estimated 300,000 Thais living in the United States have 
been weaving their own ethnic strand into the diverse fabric 
of America. Their skills and culture benefi t their host country, 
while the money they send home contributes to the Thai 
economy.

Drawn by vast opportunities and higher wages, Thai immi-
grants to the United States have been primarily medical doctors, 
nurses, and business entrepreneurs. There are about 1000 Thai 
doctors now in United States: about 400 in the Midwest, 300 in 
the east; 150 in the South; and 150 in the west.  Today, most Thais 
own small businesses, work as skilled laborers or are in the health 
care industry. 

A notable few have immersed themselves into the political 
system. For example, Henry Charoen, Mayor of La Palma, Califor-
nia, is the fi rst and only U.S. elected offi cial of Thai decent.  Cha-
roen was born in Thailand, but raised in the Las Vegas, Nevada.  
In 2006, Charoen, motivated by the desire to strengthen the La 
Palma community, stated that “nobody thinks they can do it until 
someone does … it doesn’t just benefi t the Thai community, it 
benefi ts everyone.” Today, there are about 16,000 residents in La 
Palma, and according to the 2000 U.S. census, only one hundred 
are Thai. 

Another example is Tammy Duckworth, who was born in 
Thailand, but, because her father worked with international com-
panies and the United Nations, she moved around Southeast Asia 
until her family settled in Hawaii when she was sixteen. In 2004, 
she served in Iraq as a Black Hawk helicopter pilot, but after a 
rocket-propelled grenade struck the helicopter she was co-pilot-
ing, she lost both of her legs and partial use of an arm. She was 
then awarded the Purple Heart and the Air Medal for her service. 
In 2006, Duckworth ran for Congress, but lost to her opponent 
by roughly two percent. After the election, she was appointed as 

E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:165E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:165 5/17/09   9:01:09 AM5/17/09   9:01:09 AM



166  The Eagle and the Elephant

the Director of Illinois Department of Veter-
ans’ Affairs. Although she lost the election by 
a slim margin, she is proud of what she has 
done for the United States and those who fi ght 
for it.

Many who have the ability to run for 
offi ce or become active in politics have chosen 
to be involved in other activities to strengthen 
society. Johnny Damon, a Thai-American 
professional baseball player, for example, 
chooses to participate in fundraisers and 
charity events, donate money, and establish a 
foundation to raise money for NPOs. He sets 
an example that political activity is not the 
only way to become active in society.

Several Thai artists live, work, and exhibit 
regularly in the United States. In Los Angeles, 
visual artist Khun Kamol Thatsanayachalee and 
painter Khun Wibul Wanprasert create con-
temporary art.  Khun Kamol transforms stories 
from nhang yai, puppet shadow plays, which 
refl ect Thai culture.  Khnu Wibul’s research 
and painting are infl uenced by his interest in 
“how art from the East meets the West.”  He is 
an honorary lifetime consultant at a Southeast 
Asian art museum in Los Angeles.  Many Thai 
artists in San Francisco are also contemporary 
artists, including the painters Khun Panom Su-
wannart, Surachai Promsuntisiti and Srimonkol 
Darawalee.  Khun Suwannart has donated 
some of her art work to Wat Buddhanusorn in 
Freemont, California.

In literature, Somtow Sucharitkul 
Papinian (S. P. Somtow) has distinguished 
himself as an award-winning writer of science 
fi ction in English. The son of a Thai diplomat, 
Somtow began his career as a music composer, 
venturing into avant-garde pieces using both 
western and Thai instruments.  In 1977, he 
began writing fi ction.  Somtow has published 
twenty-fi ve books, ranging from the galaxy-
spanning Inquisitor series to horror novels, 
historical fi ction, short stories, children 
books, and Hollywood scripts. 

In music, Bundit Ungrangsee is a highly 
sought-after international conductor, with a 
career spanning fi ve continents.  He has led 
major orchestras such as the Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s in New York, the Utah Symphony, the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra, and the 
prestigious La Fenice Theatre in Venice.  He 
has conducted more than 500 symphonic and 
operatic performances with more than 40 or-
chestras worldwide.

Thais in the United States have established 
other businesses to serve their distinctive 
needs.  In Los Angeles, nine Thai newspapers 
publish weekly or bimonthly; Mahachon, New 
Chum Chon, Peaceful Thai, Thai Times USA, 
Serichai, Siam Media, Kao Sod, Matiseree, and 
Thai L.A. report on local events and news from 
Thailand.

Thais in the United States have formed 
community groups such as Thai-American 
Association of Southern California, Thai 
American Association of Illinois, and the Thai 
Association of Georgia.  They have established 
several NGOs under American law.  The 
Association of Thai Professionals in America 
and Canada-ATPAC was founded in 1991 and 
registered as a non-profi t organization in Texas 
in 1992.  A major goal of this organization is 
to promote the advancement of scientifi c 
knowledge, technology, and education in 
Thailand.  Since its inception, the organization 
has carried out more than 100 collaborative 
projects and activities with organizations in 
Thailand.  The Thai Physicians Association of 
America (TPAA), founded in 1978, is a group 
of Thai-born doctors and nurses who return 
to Thailand once a year to provide free 
medical services for Thai population in rural 
and under-served areas.  TPAA also donates 
medical equipment and supplies to local health 
facilities in Thailand.  

With about 129 Thai Buddhist Temples 
throughout the United States., religion remains 
a large part of Thai life abroad.  The pioneer 
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wat, Wat Thai Los Angeles, was founded 
in 1967. In 1979, more than 40,000 people 
watched as the Supreme Patriarch dedicated 
the wat.  The largest in the United States., Wat 
Thai Los Angeles has set a pattern that many 
of the others follow.  Home for about twenty 
monks, it serves as a cultural center with classes 
for children in Thai language, culture, and 
Buddhism, as well as courses in Thai classical 
dancing, vegetable carving, language for non-
Thai speakers, and summer novice ordination 
classes for youths.  The wat operates a Sunday 
marketplace and provides a venue for festive 
meeting of the local Thai community. In a 
very American role, Wat Thai also serves as a 
polling center for local elections. As the Thai 
population becomes a larger ethnic group in 
the United States, so too will their presence in 
society increase. 

High-Level Official Government 
Relations
On June 14, 1990, President Bush received Prime 
Minister General Chartchai Choonhaven at the 
White House.  Following their discussions, 
President Bush said of Thai–U.S. relations:  
“Although our two peoples live on the 
opposite sides of the world, our two countries 
seem so close together because we share the 
same objectives.  Freedom is our shared value.”  
General Chartchai expressed hope that “we 
will be able to further strengthen our bilateral 
relations and cooperation, which have lasted 
157 long years, in the future.”  Later that day, 
the two leaders announced the establishment 
of the Thai–U.S. Committee for Commercial 
Cooperation to be jointly chaired by the U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce and Thai Minister of 
Commerce.  

Before that meeting, there had been occa-
sional meetings between the heads of state of 
the two countries.  Prime Minister Kriangsak 
Chomanan had gone to Washington on an offi -
cial visit February 2–4, 1979, and met with Pres-

ident Carter.  Prime Minister Prem Tinsulano-
nda followed with a private visit, during which 
he met with President Reagan on October 6, 
1981.  April 12–14, 1984, he returned on an of-
fi cial visit.  After Prime Minister Choonhaven’s 
visit, meetings in Washington occurred more 
often.  There were offi cial working visits with 
President George H. W. Bush by Prime Minister 
Anan Panyarachun December 15–17, 1991, and 
Prime Minister Chuan Leekpei attended the 
APEC meeting in Seattle hosted by President 
Clinton November 17–22, 1993.

Chuan Leekpei returned to the United 
States on an offi cial working visit March 12–
14, 1998, following the Asian fi nancial crisis 
of 1997, during which the Thai economy was 
badly battered.  During this visit, President 
Clinton informed PM Chuan that the United 
States would be providing a large economic 
package worth some $4 billion to assist 
Thailand in its recovery.  The package included 
a rescission of a Thai order for F-16 planes, 
175 scholarships for Thai students, and a large 
sum of money to bail out the fi nancial sector, 
among other things.  Prime Minister Thaksin 
Chinnawat had three working visits to the U.S. 
capital: December 13–15, 2001, June 9–11, 2003, 
and September 19, 2005.

While visits from Thailand had increased 
by 1996, there had not been a U.S. Presidential 
visit to Thailand since the fi rst two by sitting 
presidents, those of Presidents Lyndon B. 
Johnson in 1966 and 1967 and of President 
Richard M. Nixon July 28–30, 1969.  That 
changed with the state visit of President 
William J. Clinton November 25–26, 1996.  
President Clinton had earlier that year sent a 
letter of congratulations to his Majesty King 
Bhumipol Adulyadej on the occasion of the 
fi ftieth anniversary of his accession to the Thai 
throne, noting that this made him the world’s 
longest reigning monarch.  At the same time, 
President Clinton stressed the leadership role 
the King had played in enabling Thailand to 

E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:167E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:167 5/17/09   9:01:10 AM5/17/09   9:01:10 AM



168  The Eagle and the Elephant

become a strong example of democratic principles and one of the 
fastest growing economies in the world.

During the toasts at the State Banquet, President Clinton said,  
“Your Majesty, when you addressed the United States Congress 
thirty-six years ago, you noted that for all the distance that divides 
our people, still one thing unites us—the love of freedom.  You 
were right then and you are right today.”  (Text of these remarks 
are in appendix 9. President Clinton’s remarks to the community 
of Chulalongkorn University are in appendix 10.)

King Bhumipol, in his toast, expressed confi dence that 
“together [Thailand and the U.S.] will be able to further our 
cooperation in the best possible ways, not only to promote well-
being, security, progress and prosperity for our own peoples, 
but also to sustain the freedom, independence and happiness of 
mankind as a whole.”

President George W. Bush visited Thailand October 18–21, 
2003, to attend the APEC Summit meeting, hosted by Prime Minis-
ter Thaksin Chinnawat, also calling on King Bhumipol Adulyadej.

In addition to visits by Heads of State, there have been 
numerous visits in both directions by Cabinet-level offi cials.  As 
an example, Department of State Secretary John Foster Dulles 
visited Thailand in February 1955 and March 1956; Dean Rusk in 
March 1961, May 1964, October 1966, and December 1966; William 
P. Rogers in May 1969; George P. Shultz in June 1983, July 1985, and 
July 1988; Warren M. Christopher in November 1994; Madeleine 
K. Albright in March 1999 and July 2000; Colin L. Powell in July 
2002, October 2003, and January 2005; and Condoleezza Rice in 
July 2005.

During critical times, high level visits between the two coun-
tries tend to increase.  One example of this is the fl ood of Cabi-
net-level offi cials, especially from Treasury and other fi nancial 
institutions, who visited Thailand at the end of 1997 and well into 
1998 in the wake of the 1997 fi nancial crisis.  Another is the high 
level visits, both military and civilian, in the wake of the 2004 
tsunami, refl ected in the 2005 visits of Secretaries of State Powell 
and Rice.  

The U.S. Congress has also maintained a long interest in Thai-
land.  This has been expressed both in a number of visits and in a 
series of resolutions and entries into the Congressional Record, a 
compilation of the proceedings and debates of the U.S. Congress.  
On February 13, 1995, Congressman Bob Clement submitted a trib-
ute to His Majesty King Bhumipol, which concluded:

His Majesty’s infl uence can be discerned in all his numerous 
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projects, his lifelong interest in public health, his efforts 
to bring peaceful solutions in times of confl ict, and his 
generosity in helping refugees in neighboring countries.  His 
contributions, on both a large and small scale, have made 
King Bhumipol the prime source of inspiration, pride, and joy 
among the Thai people.  If a country can be defi ned in terms 
of a soul, King Bhumipol Adulyadej has become the soul of 
Thailand.

The full text of the resolution in March 2008 on the occasion 
of the 175th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Thailand 
and the United States is in appendix 11.  

King Bhumipol and President William J. Clinton at Chitrlada Palace during the 

president’s offi cial visit to Thailand, November 25–26, 1996.
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Appendix 1.  Commercial Treaty of 1833

Treaty of Amity and Commerce between His Majesty the Magnifi cent King of Siam and 
the United States of America

His Majesty the Sovereign and Magnifi cent King in the city of Siayuthia, has appointed the 
Chau-Phaya Phraklang one of the fi rst Ministers of State, to treat with Edmund Roberts, Minister 
of the United States of America, who has been sent by the Government thereof on its behalf, 
to form a Treaty of sincere friendship and entire good faith between the two nations. For this 
purpose the Siamese and the Citizens of the United States of America, shall, with sincerity, hold 
commercial intercourse in the Ports of their respective nations, as long as Heaven and earth 
shall endure.

This Treaty is concluded on Wednesday the last of the fourth month of the year 1194 called 
Pimarong Chattavasok (or the year of the Dragon) corresponding to the twentieth day of March, 
in the year of our Lord 1833. One original is written in Siamese, the other in English; but as the 
Siamese are ignorant of English, and the Americans of Siamese, a Portuguese & a Chinese trans-
lation are annexed, to serve as testimony to the contents of the Treaty. The writing is of the 
same tenor and date in all of the languages aforesaid: it is signed on the one part, with the name 
of Chau-Phaya Phraklang, and sealed with the seal of the Lotus fl ower of glass; on the other part 
it is signed with the name of Edmund Roberts, and sealed with a seal containing an Eagle and 
stars.

One copy will be kept in Siam, and another will be taken by Edmund Roberts to the United 
States. If the Government of the United States shall ratify the said Treaty, and attach the seal of 
the Government, the Siam will also ratify it on its part, and attach the seal of its Government.

ARTICLE I
There shall be perpetual peace between the United States of America and the Magnifi cent 

King of Siam.

ARTICLE II
The Citizens of the United States shall have free liberty to enter all Ports of the Kingdom of 

Siam with their cargoes of whatever kind the said cargoes may consist; and they shall have lib-
erty to sell the same to any of the subjects of the King, or others, who may wish to purchase the 
same; or to barter the same for any produce or manufacture of the Kingdom, or other articles 
that may be found there. No prices shall be fi xed by the offi cers of the King on the articles to be 
sold by the merchants of the United States, or the merchandize they may wish to buy: but the 
trade shall be free on both sides, to sell, or buy, or exchange, on the terms and for the prices the 
owners may think fi t. Whenever the said Citizens of the United States shall be ready to depart, 
they shall be at liberty so to do, and the proper offi cers shall furnish them with passports—pro-
vided always there be no legal impediment to the contrary. Nothing contained in this article 
shall be understood as granting permission to import and sell munitions of war to any person 
excepting to the King, who if he does not require, will not be bound to purchase them: neither 
is permission granted to import opium, which is contraband, or to export rice, which cannot be 
embarked as an article of commerce. These only are prohibited.
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ARTICLE III
Vessels of the United States entering any Port within His Majesty’s dominions and selling, 

or purchasing cargoes of merchandize, shall pay in lieu of import and export duties, tonnage, 
license to trade, or any other charge whatever, a measurement duty only, as follows. The mea-
surement shall be made from side to side, in the middle of the vessel’s length, and if a single-
decked vessel, on such single deck,—if otherwise, on the lower deck, on every vessel selling 
merchandize, the sum of One Thousand Seven Hundred meals or Bats shall be paid, for every 
Siamese Fathom in breadth so measured,—the said Fathom being computed to contain Seventy 
Eight English or American Inches; corresponding to Ninetv-Six Siamese Inches:—but if the said 
vessel should come without merchandize and purchase a cargo with specie only, she shall then 
pay the sum of Fifteen Hundred Ticals or Bats, for each and every fathom before described. Fur-
thermore, neither the aforesaid measurement duty, nor any other charge whatever, shall be paid 
by any vessel of the United States that enters a Siamese Port, for the purpose of refi tting, or for 
refreshments, or to enquire that state of the market.

ARTICLE IV
If hereafter the duties payable by foreign vessels be diminished in favor of any other Na-

tion, the same diminution shall be made in favor of the vessels of the United States.

ARTICLE V
If any vessel of the United States shall suffer shipwreck on any part of the Magnifi cent King’s 

dominions, the persons escaping from the wreck shall be taken care of and hospitably enter-
tained at the expense of the King, until they shall fi nd an opportunity to be returned to their 
country; and the property saved from such wreck shall be carefully preserved and restored to 
its owners:—and the United States will repay all expenses incurred by His majesty on account 
of such wreck.

ARTICLE VI
If any citizen of the United States coming to Siam for the purpose of trade shall contract 

debts to any individual of Siam, or if any individual of Siam shall contract debts to any citizen of 
the United States, the debtor shall be obliged to bring forward and sell all his goods, to pay his 
debts therewith. When the product of such bonafi de sale shall not suffi ce, he shall no longer be 
liable for the remainder, nor shall the creditor be able to retain him as a slave, imprison, fl og, 
or otherwise punish him, to compel the payment of any balance remaining due; but shall leave 
him at perfect liberty.

ARTICLE VII
Merchants of the United States coming to trade in the Kingdom of Siam, and wishing to 

rent houses therein, shall rent the King’s factories, and pay the customary rent of the country. 
If the said merchants bring their goods on shore, the King’s Offi cers shall take account thereof, 
but shall not levy any duty thereupon.
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ARTICLE VIII
If any Citizens of the United States, or their vessels or other property, shall be taken by 

pirates, and brought within the dominions of the Magnifi cent King, the persons shall be set at 
liberty, and the property restored to its owners.

ARTICLE IX
Merchants of the United States, trading in the Kingdom of Siam, shall respect and follow the 

laws and customs of the Country, in all points.

ARTICLE X
If hereafter any foreign nation, other than the Portuguese, shall request and obtain His 

Majesty’s consent to the appointment of Consuls to reside in Siam, the United Stales shall be at 
liberty to appoint Consuls to reside in Siam, equally with such other foreign Nation.

EDMUND ROBERTS 
(Seal)
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Appendix 2.  Harris Treaty, May 29, 1856

Treaty of Amity and Commerce, with General Regulations and Tariff of Export and Inland 
Duties, signed at Bangkok May 29, 1856. Original in English and Siamese; but see Regulation 6 as 
to the “true meaning and intention” conveyed by the “English text.”

Submitted to the Senate December 17, 1856. Ratifi ed by the United States March 16, 1857. 
Agreement to add Regulation 7 made at Bangkok June 15, 1857. Ratifi ed by Siam June 15, 1857. 
Ratifi cations exchanged at Bangkok June 15, 1857. Question of Regulation 7 submitted to the 
Senate December 9, 1857. Resolution of advice and consent to ratifi cation and exchange of rati-
fi cations June 15, 1858. Proclaimed August 16, 1858.

The President of the United States of America, and their Majesties Phra-Bard, Somdetch, 
Phra Parrnendr, Maha, Mongkut, Phra, Chom, Klau, Chau, Yu, Hua, the fi rst King of Siam, and 
Phra-Bard, Somdetch, Pawarendr, Ramesr, Mahiswaresr, Phra, Pin, Klau, Chau, Yu, Hua, the sec-
ond King of Siam, desiring to establish upon fi rm and lasting foundations, the relations of peace 
and friendship existing between the two Countries, and to secure the best interest of their 
respective citizens and subjects, by encouraging, facilitating and regulating their industry and 
trade have resolved to conclude a Treaty of Amity and Commerce for this purpose and have 
therefore named as their Plenipotentiaries that is to say:

The President of the United States, Townsend Harris Esquire of New York, Consul-General 
of the United States of America for the Empire of Japan, 

And Their Majesties the First and Second Kings of Siam, His Royal Highness the Prince Krom 
Hluang, Wongsa, Dhiraj, Snidh,

His Excellency Somdetch, Chau, Phaya, Param, Maha, Bijai, Neate,
His Excellency Chau, Phaya, Sri, Suriwongse, Samuha, Phra, Kralahom,
His Excellency Chau, Phaya, Rawe, Wongee, Maha, Kosa, Dhipade the Phra Klang,
His Excellency Chau, Phaya, Yomray, the Lord Mayor. 
who after having communicated to each other their respective full powers and found them 

to be in good and due form, have agreed upon and concluded the following articles:

ARTICLE I
There shall henceforward be perpetual peace and friendship between the United States and 

their Majesties the First and Second Kings of Siam and their successors.
All American Citizens coming to Siam, shall receive from the Siamese Government full 

protection and assistance, to enable them to reside in Siam, in all security, and trade with every 
facility free from oppression or injury on the part of the Siamese. In as much as Siam has no 
ships, trading to the Ports of the United States, it is agreed that the ships of war of the United 
States shall render friendly aid and assistance to such Siamese vessels as they may meet on the 
high seas, so far as can be done, without a breach of neutrality and all American Consuls, resid-
ing at Ports, visited by Siamese vessels, shall also give them such friendly aid, as may be permit-
ted by the laws, of the respective Countries in which they reside.

ARTICLE II
The interests of all American Citizens, coming to Siam, shall be placed under the regula-

tions and control of a Consul, who will be appointed to reside at Bangkok. He will himself 
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conform to and will enforce the observance by American Citizens, of all the provisions of this 
Treaty, and such of the former Treaty, negotiated by Mr. Edmund Roberts in 1833, as shall still 
remain in operation. He shall also give effect to all rules and regulations as are now or may here-
after be enacted for the government of American Citizens in Siam, the conduct of their trade, 
and for the prevention of violations of the laws of Siam. Any disputes arising between American 
Citizens and Siamese Subjects, shall be heard and determined by the Consul in conjunction with 
the proposed Siamese Offi cers; and criminal offences will be punished in the case of American 
Offenders, by the Consul, according to the American laws, and in the case of Siamese Offenders, 
by their own laws, through the Siamese Authorities. But the Consul shall not interfere in any 
matters referring solely to Siamese, neither will the Siamese Authorities interfere in questions, 
which only concern the Citizens of the United States.

ARTICLE III
If Siamese in the employ of American Citizens, offend against the laws of their country, or 

if any Siamese having so offended or desiring to desert, take refuge with American Citizens in 
Siam, they shall be searched for, and upon proof of their guilt or desertion, shall be delivered 
up, by the Consul, to the Siamese Authorities. In like manner, any American Offenders, resident 
or trading in Siam, who may desert, escape to, or hide themselves in Siamese Territory shall be 
apprehended and delivered over, to the American Consul, on his requisition.

ARTICLE IV
American Citizens are permitted to trade freely in all Sea-ports of Siam, but may reside 

permanently only at Bangkok, or within the limits assigned by this Treaty.
American Citizens coming to reside at Bangkok, may rent land and buy or build houses, but 

cannot purchase land within a circuit of two hundred Seng (not more than four Miles English) 
from the city walls, until they shall have lived in Siam for ten years, or shall obtain special au-
thority from the Siamese Government, to enable them to do so. But with the exception of this 
limitation, American Residents in Siam may, at any time, buy or rent houses, lands or plantations 
situated anywhere within a distance of twenty four hours journey from the city of Bangkok, to 
be computed by the rate at which boats of the country can travel. In order to obtain possession 
of such lands or houses, it will be necessary that the American Citizens shall, in the fi rst place, 
make application through the Consul, to the proper Siamese Offi cer, and the Siamese Offi cer 
and the Consul having satisfi ed themselves of the honest intentions of the Applicant, will assist 
him in settling, upon equitable terms, the amount of purchase money, will make out and fi x the 
boundaries of the property, and will convey the same to the American Purchaser, under sealed 
deeds, whereupon he and his property shall be placed under the protection of the Governor of 
the District and that of the particular local Authorities: He shall conform in ordinary matters 
to any just direction given him by them, and will be subject to the same taxation, that is levied 
on Siamese subjects. But if, through negligence, the want of capital, or other cause, an Ameri-
can Citizen should fail to commence the cultivation, or improvements of the lands so acquired 
within a term of three years, from the date of receiving possession thereof, the Siamese govern-
ment shall have the power of resuming the property, upon returning to the American Citizen 
the purchase money paid by him for the same.
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ARTICLE V (deleted)

ARTICLE VI
All American Citizens, visiting, or residing, in Siam, shall be allowed the free exercise of 

their religion; and liberty to build places of worship, in such localities as shall be consented to 
by the Siamese Authorities. The Siamese Government will place no restriction upon the em-
ployment, by Americans, of Siamese Subjects as servants, or in any other capacity. But wherever 
a Siamese Subject, belongs or owes service to some particular master, the servant who engages 
himself to an American Citizen without the consent of his master, may be reclaimed by him, 
and the Siamese government will not enforce an agreement between an American Citizen and 
any Siamese in his employ, unless made with the knowledge and consent of the master, who has 
a right to dispose of the services of the person engaged.

ARTICLE VII
Americans Ships of war may enter the river and anchor at Paknam, but they shall not proceed 

above Paknam, unless with the consent of the Siamese authorities, which shall be given where 
it is necessary that a ship shall go into Dock for repairs. Any American ship of war, conveying 
to Siam a public functionary, accredited by the American Government to the Court of Bangkok, 
shall be allowed to come up to Bangkok, but shall not pass the ports called Phra-chamit and 
Pit-pach-nuck, unless expressively is permitted to do so by the Siamese Government. But in the 
absence of an American ship of war, the Siamese Authorities engage to furnish the Consul, with 
a force suffi cient to enable him to give effect to his authority over American Citizens to enforce 
discipline among American shipping.

ARTICLE VIII
The measurement duty, hitherto paid, by American vessels, trading to Bangkok, under the 

Treaty of 1833, shall be abolished from the date of this Treaty coming into operation, and Ameri-
can shipping or trade will thenceforth only be subject to the payment of Import and Export 
Duties on goods landed or shipped. On the articles of import, the duty shall be three per cent, 
payable at the option of the Importer, either in kind or money, calculated upon the market value 
of the goods. Drawback of the full amount of duty shall be allowed upon goods found unsaleable 
and reexported. Should the American Merchant and the Custom-house offi cers disagree as to 
the value set upon imported articles, such disputes shall be referred to the Consul and a proper 
Siamese Offi cer, who shall each have the power to call in an equal number of merchants and as-
sessors, not exceeding two on either side, to assist them in coming to an equitable decision.

Opium may be imported free of duty, but can only be sold to the opium farmer or his 
agents. In the event of no arrangement being effected with them for the sale of the opium, it 
shall be reexported and no impost or duty levied thereon. Any infringement of this regulation 
shall subject the Opium to seazure (sic) and confi scation.

Articles of Export from the time of production to the date of shipment, shall pay one 
Impost only, whether this be levied under the name of Inland tax, Transit duty, or duty on ex-
portation. The tax or duty to be paid on each article of Siamese produce, previous to, or upon 
exportation, is specifi ed in the Tariff attached to the Treaty; and it is distinctly agreed, that goods 
or produce, that pay any description of tax in the Interior, shall be exempted from any further 
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payment of duty on exportation. American Merchants are to be allowed to purchase directly 
from the producer, the articles in which they trade and in like manner to sell their goods di-
rectly to the parties wishing to purchase the same without the interference in either case of any 
other Person.

The rates of duty laid down in the Tariff attached to this Treaty are those that are now paid 
upon goods or produce, shipped in Siamese or Chinese vessels or junks; and it is agreed that 
American Shipping shall enjoy all the privileges now exercised by, or which thereafter may be 
granted to Siamese or Chinese vessels or junks.

American Citizens will be allowed to build ships in Siam, on obtaining permission to do so 
from the Siamese authorities.

Whenever a scarcity may be apprehended of Salt, Rice and Fish, the Siamese Government 
reserve to themselves, the right of prohibiting, by public proclamation, the exportation of these 
articles, giving 30 days (say Thirty days) notice except in the case of war.

Bullion or personal effects may be imported or exported free of charge.

ARTICLE IX
The code of Regulations appended to this Treaty shall be enforced by the Consul with 

the cooperation of the Siamese Authorities, and they, the said Authorities and Consul shall be 
enabled to introduce any further Regulations, which may be found necessary in order to give 
effect to the object of this Treaty.

All fi nes and penalties infl icted for infraction of the provisions and regulations of this 
Treaty shall be paid to the Siamese government.

ARTICLE X
The American Government and its citizens will be allowed free and equal participation in 

any privileges that may have been, or may hereafter be granted by the Siamese Government to 
the Government, Citizens or Subjects of any other nation.

ARTICLE XI
After the lapse of ten years from the date of the ratifi cation of this Treaty, upon the desire 

of either the American or Siamese Government, and on twelve months notice given by either 
Party, the present and such portions of the Treaty of 1833, as remain unrevoked by this Treaty, 
together with the Tariff and Regulations thereunto annexed, or those that may hereafter be in-
troduced, shall be subject to revision by Commissioners, appointed on both sides for this pur-
pose, who will be empowered to decide on and insert therein such amendments as experience 
shall prove to be desirable.

ARTICLE XII
This Treaty executed in English and Siamese, both versions having the same meaning and 

intention shall take effect immediately and the ratifi cations of the same shall be exchanged at 
Bangkok, within eighteen months from the date thereof.

In witness whereof the above names Plenipotentiaries have signed and sealed the present 
Treaty in triplicate at Bangkok, on the Twenty Ninth day of May in the year One Thousand, 
Eight Hundred and Fifty Six of the Christian Era and of the Independence of the United States 
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the Eightieth, corresponding to the Tenth of the Waning Moon of the lunar month Wesakh or 
Sixth Month of the Year of the Quadruped Serpent of the Siamese civil Era, One Thousand Two 
Hundred and Eighteen (sic) and the Sixth of the Reign of Their Majesties the First and Second 
Kings of Siam.

(Seal)
TOWNSEND HARRIS

(Seals and designations of the fi ve Plenipotentiaries of Siam)
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Appendix 3.  King Mongkut’s Letter to U.S. President James 
Buchanan, February 14, 1861

Somdech Phra Paramendra Maha Mongkut. By the blessing of the highest superagency of 
whole Universe, the King of Siam, the Sovereign of all interior Tributary countries adjacent 
around in every direction … (Viz.)

Laus of Shiengs on North Western and Northern; Laus Kaus on Northern to North Eastern 
to South Eastern; Most of Malay Peninsula on Southern and South Western and Kariengs on the 
Western to North Western points, and the professor of the Magadhe Language and Budhistical 
Literature.

His Most Respected Excellent Presidency, the President of the United States of America, 
who having been chosen by the Citizens of the United States as most distinguished, was made 
President and Chief Magistrate in the affairs of the Nation for the appointed term of offi ce … 
(Viz.)

Buchanan Esquire who had forwarded an offi cial letter to us from Washington dated at 
Washington 10th May Anno Christi 1859. Which was Wednesday the 10th night of the waxing 
moon in the Lunar month of Visakh, the 6th month reckoning from the commencement of the 
cold season in the Year of Goat, 1st Decade of the Siamese Astronomical Era 1221, with a package 
of Books, 192 volumes in number which came to hand in the year following, or to whomsoever 
the people have elected anew as Chief ruler in place of President Buchanan.

Sendeth Friendly Greeting!
Respected and Distinguished Sir,
At this time we are very glad in having embraced an excellent opportunity to forward our 

Royal letter under separate envelope together with complimentary presents… (Viz.)
A sword with a photographic likeness of Ourselves accompanying herewith, directly to 

Washington, as being a much better way of forwarding it than the way we had intended by de-
livering it to the Consul of the United States of America here to be forwarded on, sometimes by 
a steamer, sometimes by a sailing vessel from one port to another till it should reach Washing-
ton. This sending where there are many changes from one vessel to another is not a trustworthy 
way, there is danger of delay and indeed that the articles may be damaged and never reach their 
destination.

On this occasion, occurred in February Christian Era 1861 corresponding to the Lunar time 
being in connection of the Siamese months of Magh and Phagun, the 3rd and 4th month from 
the commencement of the cold season in the Year of Monkey, second decade, Siamese Astro-
nomical Era 1222, a ship of War, a sailing vessel of the United States’ Navy, the John Adams ar-
rived and anchored outside the shoal, off the mouth of the river “Chaw Phya.” Captain Berrien 
with the offi cers of the ship of war came up to pay a friendly visit to the country, and has had 
an interview with ours hence to him we have entrusted our Royal letter in separate envelope 
which accompanies this and the presents specifi ed in that letter.

We are assured that Captain Berrien will deliver them in safety to you who are the Presi-
dent of the United States when our letter would reach Washington. During the interview in 
reply from Captain Berrien to our enquiries of various particulars relating to America, he stated 
that on that continent there are no elephants. Elephants are regarded as the most remarkable of 
the large quadrupeds by the Americans so that if anyone has an elephant’s tusk of large size, and 
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will deposit it in any public place, people come by thousands crowding to see it, saying, it is a 
wonderful thing. Also, though formerly there were no camels on the continent, the Americans 
have sought for and purchased them, some from Arabia, some from Europe, and now camels 
propagate their race and are serviceable and of benefi t to the country, and are already numerous 
in America.

Having heard this it has occurred to us that, if on the continent of America there should 
be several pairs of young male and female elephants turned loose in forests where there was 
abundance of water and grass in any region under the sun’s declination both North and South, 
called by the English the Torrid Zone—and all were forbidden to molest them, to attempt to 
raise them would be well and if the climate there should prove favorable to the elephants, we 
are of opinion that after a while they will increase till there be large herds as there are here in 
the continent of Asia until the inhabitants of America will be able to catch them and tame and 
use them as beasts of burden making them of benefi t to the country. Since elephants being ani-
mals of great size and strength can bear burdens and travel through uncleared woods and matted 
jungles where no carriage and cart roads have yet been made.

Examples we have coming down from ancient times of this business of transplanting El-
ephants from the mainland of Asia to various islands. Four hundred years ago when the island of 
Ceylon was governed by its native princes an Embassy was sent to beg of the King of Henzawatty 
or Pegu to purchase young elephants in several pairs to turn loose in the jungles of Ceylon and 
now by natural increase there are many large herds of elephants in that island.

We have heard also a tradition that a long time ago the natives of Achen in the island of 
Sumatra and the natives of Java came to the Malayan Peninsula to obtain young elephants to turn 
loose in the jungles of Sumatra and Java, and, in consequence of this elephants are numerous 
on both those islands.

On this account we desire to procure and send elephants to be let loose to increase and 
multiply in the continent of America. But we are as yet uninformed what forest and what region 
of that country are suitable for elephants to thrive and prosper. Besides we have no means nor 
are we able to convey elephants to America, the distance being too great.

The islands of Ceylon and Sumatra and Java are near to this continent of Asia and those 
who thought of this plan in former days could transport their elephants with ease and without 
diffi culty.

In reference to this opinion of ours, if the President of the United States and Congress who 
cojointly with him rule the country see fi t to approve, let them provide a large vessel loaded 
with hay and other food suitable for elephants on the voyage, with tanks holding a suffi ciency 
of fresh water and arranged with stalls so that the elephants can both stand and lie down in the 
ship—and send it to receive them. We on our part will procure young male and female elephants 
and forward them one or two pairs at a time.

When the elephants are on board the ship let a steamer take it in tow that it may reach 
America as rapidly as possible before they become wasted and diseased by the voyage.

When they arrive in America do not let them be taken to a cold climate out of the regions 
under the Sun’s Declinations or Torrid Zone—but let them with all haste be turned out to run 
wild in some jungle suitable for them not confi ning them any length of time.

If these means can be done we trust that the elephants will propagate their species hereaf-
ter in the continent of America.
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It is desirable that the President of the United States and Congress give us their views in 
reference to this matter at as early a day as possible.

In Siam it is the custom of the season to take elephants from the herds in the jungles in the 
months of Phagun and Chetre—4th and 5th generally corresponding to March and April.  

If the president and Congress approve of this matter and should provide a vessel to come 
for the elephants, if that vessel should arrive in Siam on any month of any year after March and 
April as mentioned above, let notice be sent on two or three months previous to those months 
of that year, in order that the elephants may be caught and tamed, whereas the Elephants that 
have been long captured and tamed and domesticated here are large and diffi cult to transport 
and there would be danger they might never reach America.

At this time we have much pleasure in sending a pair of large elephant’s tusks, one of the 
tusks weighing 52 cents of a picul, the other weighing 48 cents of a picul, and both tusks from 
the same animal an addition to our former presents to be deposited with them for public inspec-
tion that thereby the glory and renown of Siam may be promoted.

We hope that the President and Congress who administer the government of the United 
States of America will gladly receive them as a token of friendly regard.

Given at our Royal Audience Hall Anant Samagome in the Grand Palace of Ratne Kosindr 
Mahindra Yudia at Bangkok Siam, on Thursday the 5th night of the waxing moon in the Lunar 
month of Phagun the 4th month from the commencement of the Cold Season in the Year of 
Monkey, 2nd decade Siamese Astronomical Era 1222, corresponding to the solar date of 14th Feb-
ruary Anno Christi 1861, which is the eleventh year, and this the 3564th day of our reign.
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Appendix 4.  President Abraham Lincoln’s Letter to King Mongkut

February 3, 1862
Abraham Lincoln
President of the United States of America
To His Majesty Somdetch Phra Paramendr Maha Mongkut, King of Siam, &c., &c,

Great and Good Friend: I have received Your Majesty’s two letters of the date February 14th, 
1861.

I have also received in good condition the royal gifts which accompanied those letters,—namely, 
a sword of costly materials and exquisite workmanship; a photographic likeness of Your Majesty 
and of Your Majesty’s beloved daughter; and also two elephants’ tusks of length and magnitude 
such as indicate that they could have belonged to an animal which was a native of Siam.

Your Majesty’s letters show an understanding that our laws forbid the President from receiving 
these rich presents as personal treasures. They are therefore accepted in accordance with Your 
Majesty’s desire as tokens of your goodwill and friendship for the American People. Congress 
now being in session at this capital, I have had great pleasure in making known to them this 
manifestation of Your Majesty’s munifi cence and kind consideration.

Under their directions the gifts will be placed among the archives of the Government, where 
they will remain perpetually as tokens of mutual esteem and pacifi c dispositions more honorable 
to both nations than any trophies of conquest could be.

I appreciate most highly Your Majesty’s tender of good offi ces in forwarding to this Government 
a stock from which a supply of elephants might be raised on our own soil. This Government 
would not hesitate to avail itself of so generous an offer if the object were one which could be 
made practically useful in the present condition of the United States.

Our political jurisdiction, however, does not reach a latitude so low as to favor the multiplication 
of the elephant, and steam on land, as well as on water, has been our best and most effi cient 
agent of transportation in internal commerce.

I shall have occasion at no distant day to transmit to Your Majesty some tokens of indication of 
the high sense which this Government entertains Your Majesty’s friendship.

Meantime, wishing for Your Majesty a long and happy life, and for the generous and emulous 
People of Siam the highest possible prosperity, I commend both to the blessings of Almighty 
God.

Your Good Friend,
Abraham Lincoln
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Appendix 5.  Credentials of Prince Krom Mun Nares

Somdetch Phra Paramindr Maha Chulalongkorn Phra Chula Chom Klao King of Siam, both 
Northern and Southern, and all its dependencies, Laos, Malays, Kareans, &c., to our most il-
lustrious friend General Chester A. Arthur, President of the Republic of the United States of 
America, greeting:

The desire of maintaining and strengthening the friendly relations which so happily exist 
between Siam and the United States of America, and of terminating questions arising out of the 
existing treaties and mooted points of mutual rights and diplomatic intercourse, and all other 
matters that may require discussion and arrangement has induced us to accredit a minister to 
the United States of America.

We have therefore chosen our beloved brother, our trusted counselor, His royal Highness 
Krom Mun Nares Warariddhi, Knight of the Illustrious Order of the Maha Chakrakri, Grand Cross 
of the Most Noble Order of the Chula Chom Klao, Commander of the Most Honorable Order of 
the Crown of Siam, and appointed him our envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to 
the United States of America, to reside in England, and visit the United States of America from 
time to time, as may be desirable for the end in view, with full powers for us, and in our name, 
to confer, negotiate, conclude, and sign any convention or conventions, or other acts that he 
may judge necessary for the end in view. We promising to ratify the same within the period 
agreed upon.

His talent, integrity, and fi delity in our service, of which he has already given proofs, make 
us feel assured that he will justify this new mark of our confi dence, and will, at the same time, 
obtain the kind regard of your Excellency.

His Royal Highness Krom Mun Nares Warariddhi knows the high esteem we entertain fo-
ryour Excellency, and will express those sentiments in our name, and is charged by all means in 
his power to strengthen the friendly relations now so happily existing between our countries.

We pray your Excellency to give full and entire credence to all that he may say and do on 
our part.

May the Supreme Power of the Universe bless and keep your Excellency in health, honor, 
and happiness.

Given at our Court Charakri Mahaprasad at Bangkok on Monday, the 12th day of the waxing 
moon of the month of Asalhamas of the year goat, fi fth decade, 1245 of the Siamese astronomi-
cal era, corresponding to the 16th day of July, 1883, of the Christian Era, being the 5361st day or 
16th year of our reign.

(manu Regia) CHULALONGKORN, R.S.
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Appendix 6.  His Majesty’s Address Before the U.S. Congress

Address delivered June 29, 1960, by His Majesty King Bhumipol Adulyadej of Thailand, before a 
joint session of the U.S. Congress

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and Members of Congress:

It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to address you in this stately building, which is the scene 
of many grave decisions in the history of your great country and, I may even say, of the world.
When the President of the United States kindly invited me to visit this country, I was happy 
to accept; and was glad to travel halfway around the world in order to be here. My reason is 
threefold. I would like to mention them briefl y to you and, through you, to the people of the 
United States.

First, I have long desired to see and learn more of your country. When I hear of the intolerance 
and oppression in so many parts of the world, I want to know how, in this country, millions of 
people, differing in race, tradition and belief, can live together freely and in happy harmony. 
How these millions, scattered over a large territory, can agree upon the major issues in the 
complicated affairs of this world. How, in short, they can tolerate each other at all.

Secondly, I wished to bring to you, in person, the greetings and goodwill of my own people. 
Although the Americans and the Thai live on opposite sides of the globe, yet there is one thing 
in common to them. It is the love of freedom. Indeed, the word “Thai” actually means free. The 
kind of reception which I am enjoying in this country enables me to take back to my people 
your friendship and goodwill. Friendship of one government for another is an important thing. 
But it is friendship of one people for another that assuredly guarantees peace and progress.

Thirdly, I have the natural human desire to see my birthplace. I expect some of you were also 
born in Boston; or, like my father, were educated at Harvard. I hasten to congratulate such 
fortunate people. I am sure that they are with me in spirit. We share a sentiment of deep pride 
in the academic and cultural achievements of that wonderful city.

Just as in ancient days all roads led to Rome, so today they lead to Washington. And now that I 
am here, I should like to say something about two subjects which are fundamentally important 
to my country, namely, security and development.

As I look at history, I see mighty military empires rise, through conquest and subjection of alien 
peoples. I see them decline and fall, when the subject peoples throw off their yoke. It is only in 
this present century that we fi nd a great military power refrain from war, except for the defense 
of right and peace: I refer to the United States of America. This single example is a long step 
forward towards the security of mankind.

You, of course, know by heart all the words of President Lincoln’s Address at Gettysburg. They 
lay down basic principles which should inspire the conduct of all nations and all governments. 
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One of those principles is contained in the following words: “A new nation, conceived in liberty 
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”

In accordance with that broad-minded proposition, your people have given, by their own 
sovereign will, full freedom and equity to a Southeast Asian nation. When a Far Eastern country 
was being overwhelmed by a war for its oppression, the United States, without hesitation went 
to war to save that country. There Thai soldiers fought side by side with your GIs. It is such 
prompt actions as these that have given great encouragement and confi dence to a small country 
like mine. Furthermore, United States’ initiative has brought forth SEATO, the international 
alliance which is the pillar of my country’s security.

When a country feels reasonably confi dent of its own security, it can devote more attention to 
economic development. As you are all aware, my country is classifi ed as underdeveloped. The 
average income of a Thai is only about $100 a year. You will understand what urgent need there 
is to increase the income and raise the living standard of my people.

One of the handicaps of countries in our region is the lack of capital and technical know-how. It 
is at this point that the United States has so generously come to our assistance. And here I should 
like to refer to the economic and technical cooperation agreement between our respective 
governments. Its preamble states that liberty and independence depend largely upon sound 
economic conditions. It then goes on to say: “The Congress of the United States of America has 
enacted legislation enabling the United States of America to furnish assistance in order that the 
government of Thailand, through its own individual efforts, may achieve such objectives.”

In that preamble, there is one concept that needs to be emphasized. American assistance is to 
enable the Thai to achieve their objectives through their own efforts. I need hardly say that this 
concept has our complete endorsement. Indeed, there is a precept of the Lord Buddha which 
says: “Thou art thine own refuge.” We are grateful for American aid; but we intend one day to 
do without it.

This leads me to a question in which some of you may be interested. The question is: What do 
we Thai think of United States cooperation? I shall try to explain my view as briefl y as I can. 
In my country there is one widely accepted concept. It is that of family obligations. The members 
of a family, in the large sense, are expected to help one another whenever there is need for 
assistance. The giving of aid is a merit in itself. The giver does not expect to hear others sing his 
praises every day; nor does he expect any return. The receiver is nevertheless grateful. He too 
will, in his turn, carry out his obligations.

In giving generous assistance to foreign countries, the United States is, in my Thai eyes, applying 
the old concept of family obligations upon the largest scale. The nations of the world are being 
taught that they are but members of one big family; that they have obligations to one another; 
and that they are closely interdependent. It may take a long time to learn this lesson. But when 
it has been truly learned, the prospects of world peace will become bright. 
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Some of you may recall that my great-grandfather, King Mongkut, was in communication with 
President Buchanan during the years 1859 to 1861—one hundred years ago. President Buchanan 
sent him a letter dated May l0th, 1859, with a consignment of books in 192 volumes. The King 
was very pleased with the books and in a letter dated the 14th of February 1861, sent certain 
presents in return as gifts to the American people and an offer that became historic.

At that period, there was a great demand for elephants in our and neighboring countries. 
Elephants had been sent to Ceylon, Sumatra, and Java, and turned loose in the jungles for 
breeding purposes, and the result is that elephants are plentiful in those countries. 

In the past, elephants had great potentialities. From the economic point of view, they could be 
used in the timber industry for hauling big logs and other heavy materials, like tractors do in 
present days. As they could go through thick jungles, they were also used as beasts of burden 
for transport purposes. And in view of their enormous size and strength, in time of war they 
struck awe into the enemies. Since elephants could be put to such various good uses, and since 
they were available in large numbers in our country, as a friendly gesture to a friendly people, 
my great-grandfather offered to send the President and Congress, elephants to be turned loose 
in the uncultivated land of America for breeding purposes.

That offer was made with no other objective than to provide a friend with what he lacked, in 
the same spirit in which the American aid program is likewise offered. And understanding and 
appreciating the sentiment underlying your aid program, the Thai Government welcomes the 
program and is grateful for it.

Our two countries have had the best of relations. They started with the coming of your 
missionaries who shared with our people the benefi t of modern medicine and the knowledge of 
modem science. This soon led to offi cial relations and to a treaty between the two nations. That 
treaty dates as far back as 1833.

It can be said that from the beginning of our relationship right up to the present time no confl ict 
of any kind has arisen to disturb our cordial friendship and understanding. On the contrary, 
there has been mutual goodwill and close cooperation between our two countries. In view of 
the present world tension and the feeling of uncertainty apparent everywhere, it is my sincere 
feeling that the time is ripe for an even closer cooperation. It will demonstrate to the world that 
we are one in purpose and conviction and it can only lead to one thing—mutual benefi t.

I thank you for your kind indulgence.
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Appendix 7.  Rusk-Thanat Joint Statement 

Joint statement by Thai Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman and U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk 
issued March 6, 1962, at the State Department

The Foreign Minister of Thailand Thanat Khoman and the Secretary of State Dean Rusk met on 
several occasions during the past few days for discussion on the current situation in Southeast 
Asia, the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty and the security of Thailand.

The Secretary of State reaffi rmed that the United States regards the preservation of the 
independence and integrity of Thailand as vital to the national interest of the United States and 
to world peace. He expressed the fi rm intention of the United States to aid Thailand, its ally and 
historic friend, in resisting Communist aggression and subversion.

The Foreign Minister and the Secretary of State reviewed the close association of Thailand and 
the United States in the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty and agreed that such association 
is an effective deterrent to direct communist aggression against Thailand. They agreed that the 
treaty provides the basis for the signatories collectively to assist Thailand in case of communist 
armed attack against that country. The Secretary of State assured the Foreign Minister that in 
the event of such aggression, the United States intends to give full effect to its obligations under 
the treaty to act to meet the common danger in accordance with its constitutional processes. 
The Secretary of State reaffi rmed that this obligation of the United States does not depend upon 
the prior agreement of all other parties to the treaty, since this treaty obligation is individual as 
well as collective.

In reviewing measures to meet indirect aggression, the Secretary of State stated that the United 
States regards its commitments to Thailand under the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty 
and under its Bilateral Economic and Military Assistance Agreements with Thailand as providing 
an important basis for United States actions to help Thailand meet indirect aggression. In this 
connection the Secretary reviewed with the Foreign Minister the actions being taken by the 
United States to assist the Republic of Vietnam to meet the threat of indirect aggression.

The Foreign Minister assured the Secretary of State of the determination of the government 
of Thailand to meet this threat of indirect aggression by pursuing vigorously measures for the 
economic and social welfare and the safety of its people.

The situation in Laos was reviewed in detail and full agreement was reached on the necessity for 
the stability of Southeast Asia, of achieving a free, independent and truly neutral Laos.

The Foreign Minister and the Secretary of State reviewed the mutual efforts of their governments 
to increase the capabilities and readiness of the Thai armed forces to defend the kingdom. They 
noted also that the United States is making a signifi cant contribution to this effort and that 
the United States intends to accelerate future deliveries to the greatest extent possible. The 
Secretary and the Foreign Minister also took note of the work of the joint Thai-United States 
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committee which has been established n Bangkok to assure effective cooperation in social, 
economic, and military measures to increase Thailand’s national capabilities. They agreed that 
this joint committee and its subcommittees should continue to work toward the most effective 
utilization of Thailand’s resources and those provided by the United States to promote Thailand’s 
development and security.

The Foreign Minister and the Secretary of State were in full agreement that continued economic 
and social progress is essential to the stability of Thailand. They reviewed Thailand’s impressive 
economic and social progress and the Thai government’s plans to accelerate development, 
particularly Thailand’s continuing determination fully to utilize its own resources in moving 
toward its development goals.

The Foreign Minister and the Secretary of State also discussed the desirability of an early 
conclusion of a treaty of friendship, commerce and navigation between the two countries which 
would bring into accord with current conditions the existing treaty of 1937.
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Appendix 8.  Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations (excerpt)

Treaty, with exchanges of notes, signed at Bangkok May 29, 1966;
Ratifi cation advised by the Senate of the United States of America September 11, 1967;

Ratifi ed by the President of the United States of America October 24, 1967;
Ratifi ed by Thailand April 1, 1968;

Ratifi cations exchanged at Washington May 8, 1968;
Proclaimed by the President of the United States of America August 17, 1968;

And related notes
Signed at Bangkok May 29, 1966;
Entered into force June 8, 1968

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS a treaty of amity and economic relations between the United States of America and 
the Kingdom of Thailand, together with two exchanges of notes relating thereto, was signed at 
Bangkok on May 29, 1966;

WHEREAS the original of the treaty in the English and Thai languages and the texts of the notes 
in the English language are word for word as follows:

TREATY OF AMITY AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA AND THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND
The United States of America and the Kingdom of Thailand, desirous of promoting friendly 
relations traditionally existing between them and of encouraging mutually benefi cial trade and 
closer economic and cultural intercourse between their peoples, have resolved to conclude 
a Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations, and for that purpose have appointed as their 
Plenipotentiaries:

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
His Excellency GRAHAM MARTIN,

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to the Kingdom 
of Thailand; and HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THAILAND:

His Excellency THANAT KHOMAN, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand; 

Who, having communicated to each other their full powers found to be in due form, have 
agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I
1. Nationals of either Party shall, subject to the laws relating to the entry and sojourn of aliens, 
be permitted to enter the territories of the other Party, to travel therein freely, and to reside at 
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places of their choice and in particular to enter the territories of the other Party and to remain 
therein for the purpose of : (a) carrying on trade between the territories of the two Parties and 
engaging in related commercial activities; or (b) developing and directing the operations of an 
enterprise in which they have invested or are actively in process of investing a substantial amount 
of capital. Each Party reserves the right to exclude, restrict the movement of, or expel aliens on 
grounds relating to public order, morals, health and safety. The provisions of (b) above shall be 
construed as extending to a national of either Party seeking to enter the territories of the other 
Party solely for the purpose of developing and directing the operations of an enterprise in the 
territories of such other Party in which his employer has invested or is actively in the process of 
investing a substantial amount of capital, provided that such employer is a national or company 
of the same nationality as the applicant and that the applicant is employed by such national or 
company in a responsible capacity.

2. Nationals of either Party within the territories of the other Party shall receive the most constant 
protection and security, in no case less than that required by international law. When any such 
national is in custody, he shall in every respect receive reasonable and humane treatment; and 
on his demand the diplomatic or consular representative of his country shall be immediately 
notifi ed and accorded full opportunity to safeguard his interests. He shall be promptly informed 
of the accusations against him, and allowed ample facilities to defend himself.

3. Nationals of either Party shall enjoy in the territories of the other Party entire liberty of 
conscience, and, subject to applicable laws, ordinances and regulations, shall enjoy the right of 
private and public exercise of their worship.

ARTICLE II
1. Companies constituted under the applicable laws and regulations of either Party shall be 
deemed to have the nationality of that Party and shall have their juridical status recognized 
within the territories of the other Party. As used in the present Treaty, “companies” means:
(a) with reference to Thai companies: juristic persons under Thai laws, whether or not with 
limited liability and whether or not for pecuniary profi t;

(b) with reference to United States companies: corporations, partnerships, companies, and other 
associations, whether or not with limited liability and whether or not for pecuniary profi t.

2. Nationals and companies of either party shall have free access to courts of justice and 
administrative agencies within the territories of the other Party, in all degrees of jurisdiction, 
both in the defense and in the pursuit of their rights. Such access shall be allowed upon terms 
no less favorable than those applicable to nationals and companies of such other Party or of 
any third country, including the terms applicableto requirements for deposit of security. It is 
understood that companies not engaged in activities within the country shall enjoy the right of 
such access without any requirement of registration or domestication.

3. Contracts entered into between nationals and companies of either Party and nationals and 
companies of the other Party, that provide for the settlement by arbitration of controversies, 
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shall not be deemed unenforceable within the territories of such other Party merely on the 
grounds that the place designated for the arbitration proceedings is outside such territories 
or that the nationality of one or more of the arbitrators is not that of such other Party. No 
award duly rendered pursuant to any such contract, and fi nal and enforceable under the laws of 
the place where rendered, shall be deemed invalid or denied effective means of enforcement 
within the territories of either Party merely on the grounds that the place where such award was 
rendered is outside such territories or that the nationality of one or more of the arbitrators is 
not that of such Party.
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Appendix 9. Exchange of Toasts Between King Bhumipol and 
President Clinton

Chakri Throne Hall, Bangkok, November 26, 1996

His Majesty’s Address

Mr. President,
The Queen and I are pleased to have this opportunity to welcome you and Mrs. Clinton in 
Bangkok this evening. At the same time, we should like especially to extend our warmest 
congratulations to you on receiving the vote of confi dence from the American people for 
another term of high offi ce.

The United States and Thailand have enjoyed longstanding friendly relations, and both have 
greatly benefi ted from their cooperation in various fi elds of activity. They have maintained 
continuous contacts and ties of cooperation, at governmental as well as non-governmental 
levels, with due respect for each other’s pride of place and recognition of mutual interests. 
This has resulted in a fulfi lling, cordial relationship which is at the present time close and 
smooth in every way and at every level. It leads one to feel confi dent, therefore, that 
together we will be able to further our cooperation in the best possible ways, not only to 
promote the well-being, security, progress and prosperity for our own peoples, but also 
to sustain the freedom, independence and happiness of mankind as a whole.

I believe that, during your stay in this country, you have witnessed the genuine admiration 
and friendly sentiments that the Thai people have for your country, which is and will 
be an important factor in the maintenance of the cordial relations and true friendship 
between the United States and Thailand for always.

On this auspicious occasion, I should like to invite all present to join me in drinking a 
toast to the good health and happiness of the President of the United States of America 
and Mrs. Clinton, and to the well-being and success of the American people, as well as to 
the ever-lasting friendship between our two countries and peoples.

Remarks by President Clinton

Your Majesties, Your Royal Highnesses, Privy Counselors, Prime Minister, members of the 
Cabinet, the diplomatic corps, distinguished guests: 

The First Lady and I are deeply honored by the welcome we have received in Thailand. We 
are proud to visit during the year that celebrates His Majesty’s 50th year on the throne.
We Americans claim a special connection with His Majesty because he was born in 
Massachusetts, where his father was studying at Harvard and his mother was a student at 
Simmons College. And, of course, I feel a particular admiration for His Majesty, whose love 
of music, especially jazz, and whose skill on the saxophone, are universally renowned. In 
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his lifetime, the late Duke Ellington was called “the King of Jazz.” Now it seems to me that 
His Majesty can lay legitimate and literal claim to that title. Our stay here, Your Majesty, 
is far too brief. But we have had time to appreciate the wonders of your country. Hillary 
saw it when she visited two northern provinces and shared the enchanting beauty of the 
ceremony of Loy Krathong. We both have marveled at Bangkok, the City of Angels, where 
we see both the proud traditions of the past and the shining promise of the future.

Your Majesty, when you addressed the United States Congress 36 years ago, you noted that 
for all the distance that divides our people, still one thing unites us—the love of freedom. 
You were right then and you are right today. Thailand’s struggles for liberty at home and 
abroad have inspired nations all over the world. Thailand is one of our oldest friends and 
strongest allies. The treaty the United States signed with the Kingdom of Siam in 1833 was 
the very fi rst treaty forged by our young nation with any Asian nation.

In the last half-century we have fought side by side in Korea, in Vietnam. We have stood 
together in promoting security in this region and around the world. Our nations have been 
partners in prosperity as well. And now we are working to build a new Pacifi c community 
where open societies, linked and invigorated by open markets, give their people the tools, 
the confi dence, the opportunity to make the most of their own lives.

Your Majesty, Thailand’s growing role on the global stage is a fi tting tribute to your 
leadership. You have guided Thailand through political crises. You have helped to secure 
a climate in which democracy can fl ourish. Your tireless efforts, and Her Majesty’s, to 
advance world development have been a model for all the world. Your integrity and 
devotion to your people has made you a symbol of unity and pride. To me it was especially 
telling that when your country’s Olympic boxer won Thailand’s fi rst ever gold medal this 
year in Atlanta, he strode triumphantly around the ring with a framed picture of you. So 
in celebrating our nations’ partnership, we celebrate you as well.

Your Majesty, our great author, Somerset Maugham, once said as he gazed at this marvelous 
palace complex, “It makes you laugh with delight to think that anything so fantastic could 
exist on this somber Earth.” So here, amid the brilliant colors, the heavenly spires of this 
wonderful place, the friendship between our people springs forth more vibrantly than 
ever.

Therefore, I ask that all of you join me in a toast to that friendship, to our alliance, and to 
long life for His Majesty, the King.
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Appendix 10. Remarks by President Clinton to the Community of 
Chulalongkorn University

November 26, 1996

Thank you very much. Dr. Thienchay; Dr. Kasem; to the students and faculty who are here; 
citizens of Thailand; my fellow Americans. Especially I would like to thank the glee club who 
sang. They did a marvelous job. Thank you very much for your music.

I am delighted and honored to be here today at a great center of learning that is a living memorial 
to Thailand’s glorious past, yet with a mission focused on the future; an institution that is 
proudly and distinctively Asian, yet reaching out to the entire world. And in the faces of the 
young people who are in this audience, we all see the shining promise of tomorrow.

I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak here today about the future of the United 
States, Thailand, and the entire Asia-Pacifi c region we’ll share in the 21st century. Three years ago, 
I took my fi rst trip overseas as president to Japan and Korea. Now, shortly after my reelection, 
again my fi rst trip is to Asia, to Australia, the Philippines, and Thailand. In Australia, at APEC, 
in my meetings with the leaders of China, South Korea, Japan and your own nation, I have 
reaffi rmed America’s commitment to the Asia-Pacifi c region. That commitment is stronger than 
ever, for in the 21st century America’s future cannot be secure if Asia’s future is in doubt.

I wanted to visit Thailand for quite some time now, but I am especially glad to be able to join 
you in this historic year as we celebrate the life and work of His Majesty the King. The close 
ties between our two nations go back to 1833, when America signed a Treaty of Amity and 
Commerce with the Kingdom of Siam. Those early bonds of friendship have endured the test 
of time; anchored by our security alliance, strengthened through our comradeship in Korea, in 
Vietnam; kept sharp and ready through Cobra Gold, the largest exercise involving United States 
forces anywhere in Asia. 

Our nations are partners in prosperity as well. We enjoyed some $18 billion in two-way trade last 
year alone. We’ve forged important agreements in civil aviation, the protection of intellectual 
property, and the tax treaty I was honored to witness just a few moments ago here in Bangkok 
today. More than ever, our people are also joined by ties of culture and community. My country 
has been strengthened by the contributions of literally tens of thousands of Americans of Thai 
descent. And from Southern California, to Houston, to New York, our culture has been greatly 
enriched by the graceful temples, the ancient traditions, the exotic fl avors of Thailand, which 
now have a home in the United States.

Now we must deepen our partnership for the demands of the 21st century. The United States and 
Thailand, for all the distance and differences between us, share a common vision—the dream 
an Asia-Pacifi c region where economic growth and democratic ideals are advancing steadily 
reinforcing one another. That dream is coming true here in Thailand today, to the benefi t of your 
people, this region, and the world.

E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:194E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:194 5/17/09   9:01:17 AM5/17/09   9:01:17 AM



The Eagle and the Elephant  195 

Consider just how much the world has changed since President Johnson spoke here at Chula 
30 years ago. The Cold War is over. ASEAN, born in the throes of the Vietnam War, last year 
welcome Vietnam as its newest member. Thailand has become an economic powerhouse. The 
economies of East Asia are the fastest growing in the world. The new global economy, spurred 
on by continuous explosions in information and technology, is transforming the way we live 
and work and communicate, collapsing the distances between us as the free fl ow of goods and 
the free fl ow of ideas are bringing tremendous opportunities for people throughout the world.

Of course, for all its promise, the 21st century will not be free of peril. Aggressive rogue states 
global crime networks and drug traffi ckers, weapons proliferation and terrorism—all these will 
continuous to menace our security.

The nations most likely to succeed in this new world, to succeed in seizing the opportunities 
and meeting the threats of our time, are those that respond to the needs and aspirations of their 
people, promote commerce and cooperation instead of confl ict, and have the openness and 
fl exibility to harness the winds of change.

Thailand is proving that proposition every day. Yours has been the world’s fastest growing 
economy over the last decade. You are laying the groundwork for an Asia of the future, where 
ancient cultures are linked by modern communications; where a vast and diverse region is 
joined by values of hard work and enterprise and shared benefi ts. This benefi ts the United States 
alone, with more than 2 million jobs and 40 percent of our trade now tied to the Asia-Pacifi c 
region.

In the face of this, some have argued that democracy actually hinders economic growth in this 
region and in developing nations. But we need look no further than the economic vitality of 
Thailand, the Philippines, Taiwan, and South Korea to see that economic growth and democratic 
development can go hand in hand. Indeed, in the information-based economy of today and 
tomorrow, free market democracies have unique advantages. Freedom and democracy strengthen 
the prospects for strong and enduring economic progress.

A wave of democracy has swept the Earth in recent years: from Hungary to Haiti, to South Africa, 
to Cambodia, to Mongolia. More than half the world’s people now live under governments of 
their own choosing, for the fi rst time in all of human history.

Here in Thailand, last week’s elections were a further milestone in your democratic journey. 
As always in elections, there were winners and there were losers. I can say that; I have been a 
winner and a loser. (Laughter) And while losing is not as good as winning, whenever power is 
transferred peacefully and democratically, everyone in that nation is a winner. (Applause)

The United States is proud to have supported democracy’s march across Asia. We do not seek 
to impose our vision of the world or any particular form of government on others. But we do 
believe that freedom and justice are the birthright of humankind. The citizens of Thailand, 
Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, the Philippines, Taiwan—show us that accountable government 
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and the rule of law can thrive in an Asian climate. 

The people of Cambodia and Mongolia proved that change is possible in diffi cult circumstances. 
The brave reformers in Burma led by Aung San Suu Kyi remind us that these desires know no 
boundaries. Their aspirations are universal because they are fundamentally human.

Every nation of the Asia-Pacifi c must preserve the best of its traditions while pursuing the 
benefi ts of progress. But surely we can all agree that human dignity and individual worth must 
never be undervalued or abused. The United States will continue to stand with those who stand 
for freedom in Asia and beyond. Doing so refl ects not only our ideals, it advances our interests. 
A nation that respects the rights of its own people is far more likely to respect the rights of its 
neighbors, to keep its word, to play by the rules, to be a reliable partner in diplomacy and trade, 
and in the pursuit of peace and stability.

It is in that pursuit that the United States will continue to maintain our strong Pacifi c presence, 
with 100,000 American troops to safeguard our common security. We are reinforcing our fi ve 
core alliances here, including our very special alliance with Thailand. We’re helping Asia to 
build new security structures to promote stability and peace.

But let me be clear: Our presence is not aimed against anyone or any nation. Its aim is to benefi t 
everyone and every nation through greater security and stability for all.

Safeguarding stability we know now requires more than military strength. In a world grown 
closer, both the rewards of cooperation and the costs of confl ict have risen dramatically. Just 
yesterday we saw a real result of working together as the APEC leaders, with strong support from 
Thailand, enforced early completion of an information technology agreement which would 
cut to zero tariffs on products from semiconductors to software by the year 2000. Imagine the 
benefi ts to the students in this auditorium and those just outside, and in booming countries 
the world over, as ideas become even more open and accessible to people, as the Information 
Revolution spreads to even more eager minds.

Imagine the even greater benefi ts which will come to that one-half of the world’s population 
which, believe it or not, are still two days’ walk from the nearest telephone. They cannot 
participate in this world we are trying to imagine and create unless we all join together to 
spread the benefi ts of the Information Revolution to everyone, and to do it now.

But let us not be blind to the fact that as barriers crumble and borders blur and progress spreads 
quickly, so, too, can trouble spread quickly in this new world. We have only to look at the spread 
of environmental degradation, HIV and AIDS, weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, drug 
traffi cking, the rise of organized crime. These forces of destruction defy traditional defenses, 
just as traditional barriers can no longer keep out ideas, information and truth. No nation is 
immune to the forces of destruction and none can defeat these threats alone.

Therefore, we must work together. The United States is working with Thailand to ease the toll that 
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economic growth has taken on your environment. Many American environmental companies 
are working here for a healthier future not only in Thailand, but beyond your borders. Our 
embassy here is our regional headquarters for working on issues like air pollution and climate 
change throughout the area. Thailand is helping to lead the way. Recently you became the fi rst 
developing nation to ban the production and import of refrigerators with ozone-destroying 
CFCs, and I thank you for that.

We are also working with Thailand to help stop the terrible AIDS epidemic, now spreading 
faster in Asia than in any other region of the world. Again, Thailand stands on the very front 
lines, setting a strong example in promoting AIDS prevention. But even with declining rates of 
infection, the public health problem is enormous. We in America will do our part by promoting 
dramatic increases in research and development of new drugs. I am happy to say that in our 
country in the last four years the average life expectancy for those with HIV and AIDS has more 
than doubled. We will continue to do our part, but you must continue to work as only you can 
here, as well. 

The United States Agency for International Development helped to launch the Thai Women of 
Tomorrow Project to assist young women in fi nding better prospects than the prostitution that 
puts their lives at risk. The First Lady visited that project the day before yesterday when she 
traveled to Chiang Mai to see the project started by faculty members at Chiang Mai University. 
Of course, this is important to try to turn these young women and their families away from 
destructive life habits. But as the First Lady has said all over the world, it is not enough to 
protect women and girls from those who would exploit them; we must all work together to 
open wide the positive doors of opportunity so that every person in every free society can 
contribute and share in its progress.

Our cooperation is nowhere more essential than in the fi ght against the increasingly 
interconnected and global forces of organized crime. For left unchecked, these criminal 
conglomerates, multinational masters of the underworld, will distort free economies, derail 
fragile democracies, debilitate our societies with corruption and violence and drugs. Thailand 
and the United States are close and committed partners in the fi ght against drugs. We cannot 
afford to rest in the struggle, for the lives of too many millions of our young people are at stake. 
Thailand is setting a strong example for other nations. With the help of Their Majesties, the King 
and Queen, you have helped to give farmers the opportunity to give up the cultivation of opium 
in favor of other more productive crops. You have drafted money laundering legislation which 
we hope will soon be passed. You have helped to deter drug traffi cking through your country by 
toughening your northern border patrols.

And our extensive cooperation in law enforcement is clearly paying off. In 1994, Operation 
Tiger Trap dealt a crippling blow to a major traffi cking network in Burma, enabling the arrest of 
14 drug kingpins, two of whom have now been extradited to the United States.
In all your work in this area, Thailand is sending a clear signal to drug lords: We will fi ght you; 
we are determined to stop you. And America has a clear signal to Thailand: We will stand with 
you all the way.
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On behalf of General Barry McCaffrey, who leads our nation’s antidrug effort and who is with 
me today, and all those children whose lives we are helping to save, I thank the Thai government 
and the people of Thailand for moving away from the scourge of narcotics.

We know we must do more to fi ght illegal drugs at the source. Burma has long been the world’s 
number one producer of opium and heroin and now is also making methamphetamines. The role 
of drugs in Burma’s economic and political life and the regime’s refusal to honor its own pledge 
to move to multiparty democracy are really two sides of the same coin, for both represent the 
absence of the rule of law. Every nation has an interest in promoting true political dialogue in 
Burma—a dialogue that will lead to a real fi ght against crime, corruption and narcotics and a 
government more acceptable to its people.

Whether we are fi ghting drugs, combating AIDS, trying to open bright new futures for our 
children, or working to protect the planet we share, Thailand and the United States are making 
our partnership work for our people. For we both know we have much more to gain from 
standing together than by going it alone. And we both appreciate how much can be achieved 
when dialogue and democracy are the life blood of two nations’ relations with each other, when 
policies are made through consensus, not coercion, and whert people everywhere are given the 
tools and the chance to make the most of their own lives.

Working together, the United States and Thailand can help lead the way to an Asia-Pacifi c region 
in which economic success and greater freedom advance together and support one another; 
a region in which growing opportunity is matched and strengthened by increasing freedom, 
stability, and security.

We still have challenges to meet. We still have opportunities to seize. We still have much to 
learn from one another. But I am confi dent we will do all these things, because we know that 
by working together and working with others we can build a Pacifi c community based on shared 
interests, shared values, and shared dreams.

It is a mighty great honor, therefore, to be here today to reaffi rm America’s enduring engagement 
in the Asia-Pacifi c and our lasting and proud friendship with Thailand.
Thank you very much. 

(The Degree of Doctor of Economics is conferred upon the President.)
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George Washington 789–1797
John Adams 1797–1801
Thomas Jefferson  1801–1809
James Madison  1809–1817
James Monroe  1817–1825
John Quincy Adams  1825–1829
Andrew Jackson 1829–1837
Martin Van Buren  1837–1841
William Henry Harrison 1841
John Tyler  1841–1845
James K. Polk  1845–1849
Zachary Taylor  1849–1850
Millard Fillmore 1850–1853
Franklin Pierce  1853–1857
James Buchanan 1857–1861
Abraham Lincoln  1861–1865
Andrew Johnson 1865–1869
Ulysses S. Grant  1869–1877
Rutherford B. Hayes  1877–1881
James A. Garfi eld 1881
Chester A. Arthur  1881–1885
Grover Cleveland  1885–1889

Benjamin Harrison 1889–1893
Grover Cleveland  1893–1897
William McKinley  1987–1901
Theodore Roosevel  1901–1909
William H. Taft  1909–1913
Woodrow Wilson 1913–1921
Warren G. Harding  1921–1923
Calvin Coolidge  1923–1929
Herbert C. Hoover  1929–1933
Franklin D. Roosevelt  1933–1945
Harry S Truman  1945–1953
Dwight D. Eisenhower 1953–1961
John F. Kennedy  1961–1963
Lyndon B. Johnson  1963–1969
Richard M. Nixon  1969–1974
Gerald R. Ford  1974–1977
James E. Carter 1977–1981
Ronald R. Reagan  1981–1989
George H.W. Bush  1989–1993
William J. Clinton 1993–2001
George W. Bush 2001–2008
Barak Hussein Obama  2009–present

Appendix 11. U.S. Presidents
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Appendix 12. Prime Ministers of Thailand

Phraya Manopakom Nitithada 1932–1933
Phraya Pahol Polpayuhasena 1933–1938
Plaek Pibulsonggram (1st) 1938–1944
Khuang Aphaiwong (1st) 1944–1948
Tawee Boonyaket 1945
Seni Pramoj (1st) 1945–1946
Khuang Aphaiwong (2nd) 1946–1946
Pridi Panomyong 1946
ThawanThamrongnavasawat 1946–1947
Khuang Aphaiwong (acting) 1947–1948
Plaek Pibulsonggram 1948–1957
Pote Sarasin 1957
Thanom Kittikachom (1st) 1958
Sarit Thanarat (acting) 1958–1963
Thanom Kittikachom (2nd) 1963–1973
Sanya Dhannasakti 1973–1975
Seni Pramoj (2nd) 1975–1976
Kukrit Pramoj 1975–1976
Seni Pramoj (3rd) 1976
Tanin Kraivixien 1976–1977
Kriangsak Chomanan 1977–1980
Prem Tinsulanonda 1980–1988
Chatichai Choonhavan 1988–1991
Anand Panyarachun (1st) 1991–1992
Suchinda Kraprayoon 1992
Meechai Ruchuphan (acting) 1992
Anand Panyarachun (2nd) 1992
Chuan Leekpai (1st) 1992–1995
Banharn Silpa-Archa 1995–1996
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh 1996–1997
Chuan Leekpai (2nd) 1997–2001
Thaksin Shinawatra 2001–2006
Chidchai Vanasatidya (acting) 2006
Surayud Chulanont 2006–2008
Samak Sundaravej 2008–present
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Appendix 13. 110th Congress Resolution Celebrating Anniversary 
of the signing of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the 
United States and the Kingdom of Thailand
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Appendix 14.  Keynote Address by H.E. Mr. Noppadon Pattama

Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
On Thai-U.S. Relations 

in the Changing Political-Economic Landscape of Southeast Asia
20 March 2008

Dr. John J. Hamre, President and CEO of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I wish fi rst of all to thank Dr. Hamre and the CSIS for inviting me to address this distinguished 
gathering.  I am delighted to visit the United States, and to be part of the CSIS’s new Southeast 
Asia Initiative, which bodes well, I believe, for the future of our relations. 

Eighteen months ago, the military intervention that took place in Thailand cast doubt over 
the future of the Kingdom’s democracy, and along with it the prospects for deeper Thai-US 
relations.

Today, I stand before you, here in Washington, as the Foreign Minister of Thailand’s newly elected 
government to tell our American friends a short, but signifi cant message – that is, Thailand is 
back on track.

We are back as a vibrant democracy – one based on respect for the rule of law, the will of the 
people, for individual and civil liberties, and for fundamental freedoms.

We are back as an open, business-friendly economy, which is naturally integrating into the 
regional economy, and linked with the mainstream global economy, in support of free enterprise 
and corporate good governance.

Once again, Thailand is ready to work with the United States as partners in democracy as well 
as free and fair trade.

No other occasion is more appropriate for me to deliver this message than today.  For on this 
very day, Thailand and the United States celebrate 175 years of friendship and alliance.

Also later this year, Thailand will assume the Chairmanship of ASEAN.  As Chair, we will oversee 
the important transition period of Southeast Asia’s principal organisation.  It is this year that we 
expect the ASEAN Charter to enter into force.

This is thus a year for renewed hopes as well as for great opportunity.  Renewed hopes that our 
democracy and economy will continue to fl ourish, in partnership with the world’s most well 
known democracy and largest economy.  And great opportunity in the growing dynamism of 
our reinvigorated bilateral relationship. 
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(The Changing Political-Economic Landscape of Southeast Asia)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

When the United States fi rst began to have a military presence in Thailand in 1964 as an ally, 
Southeast Asia – like many other parts of the world – was regarded as a theatre of the Cold 
War.

As the Berlin Wall crumbled, along came globalisation – the force that has realigned and redefi ned 
interstate relations.  Political and military confrontation has become less important than economic 
competition. Accordingly, Southeast Asia has shifted its focus to economic integration and 
liberalisation.  We are witnessing the rise of China and then India, and economically resurgent 
Japan.  With it, East Asia has become a key engine in the global landscape, with Southeast Asia 
as an integral part of it.  

Today, we also see more and more clearly another challenge that goes to the fundamentals of 
what we believe – a challenge of faiths and values.  The need for interfaith dialogue and cultural 
sensitivity has become increasingly important. 

America understands this reality well and seems to keep a step ahead of others.  You all recognise 
the challenges brought by the changing global and regional landscape.  The difference, however, 
lies in how we address them.  We have ideals and ideas.  The difference lies in how we approach 
them.  The challenge is therefore how can work together more effectively to turn these changes 
into our gains.

From a Thai and Southeast Asian perspective, I can say loud and clear that we regard you with 
high esteem as good allies should, and that we stand ready to work with you.  We welcome your 
continued engagement with our region.  Because the United States is an Asia-Pacifi c power, a 
global leader and a good friend and ally to many in Southeast Asia, certainly ours.   I only hope 
that you know us and understand us well enough to appreciate our role in this alliance and 
cooperation to benefi t both our peoples.

(Emerging opportunities in ASEAN)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the regional level, ASEAN is also evolving and changing.  

Over the past 40 years, ASEAN has been quite successful in managing relations among its 
members despite their multiple diversities, and quite successful too in passing through geo-
political and economic challenges.  

Yet, ASEAN knows that it cannot afford to stand still.  That is why it is now turning a new 

E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:205E&Efinal.indd   Sec1:205 5/17/09   9:01:26 AM5/17/09   9:01:26 AM



206  The Eagle and the Elephant

chapter in its evolution.

With the ASEAN Charter, ASEAN will become a more rule-based, people-oriented organisation, 
while remaining outward-looking.  ASEAN is on its way to becoming an ASEAN Community by 
2015.

As the incoming ASEAN Chair, Thailand has a unique role to play in promoting ASEAN as an 
effective, action-oriented and people-centred organisation – an ASEAN that is better able to 
tackle issues affecting regional security and stability; an ASEAN that is outward-looking and 
capable of contributing more to the wider Asia-Pacifi c region;  an ASEAN that is more integrated 
as a single market and production base; and an ASEAN that is more relevant for the ordinary 
people – in essence, an ASEAN of its people, by its people and for its people.  

On ASEAN relations with other partners, we have seen China, Japan, the Republic of Korea and 
India actively compete to strengthen ties with Southeast Asia.  Symbolic of these efforts are the 
Summits held between ASEAN and each of these countries, the annual summits of the ASEAN+3 
countries and the East Asian Summit, which also include Australia and New Zealand.  ASEAN 
also held one summit with Russia and is planning to hold another one.

In sum, in the not too distant future, Southeast Asia will no longer be only a highly dynamic 
region with stability amidst diversity.   Southeast Asia will be an engine for regional dynamism, 
a foundation for broader regional stability and a model for regional integration.

How then do we envisage the role of our long time ally?

(ASEAN-U.S. Cooperation as Key Factor in U.S. Engagement with Southeast Asia)
As a global leader with whom we share many fundamental values and interests, the United States 
is an important partner of Southeast Asia.  And we want to enhance our engagement with you.

However, from our side of the pond, the United States has been sending mixed signals at times.  
The perceived lack of U.S. enthusiasm to lend a helping hand in the critical initial stages of the 
1997 Asian Financial Crisis is one example – but one that is not easily forgotten and one that 
gave impetus to the invention of ASEAN+3 with high visibility for regional countries, particularly 
China.

Contrast this with the immediate and overwhelming reaction of the United States to the Tsunami 
of December 2004.  The images of U.S. personnel and assets, working in tandem with Thai 
facilities and assets, helping save lives in Southeast Asia and beyond also cannot and will not be 
forgotten.

Soft power works.  Its effectiveness and long-term appeal should not be underestimated.  The 
increasing economic ties and the reservoir of goodwill that comes with assistance can affect the 
calculation of interests and infl uence perceptions and positions.  China is a good example of a 
country that has utilised this policy well, enabling it to make inroads into Southeast Asia.
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As a friend and ally, I urge the United States to continue and enhance its engagement in our 
region.  You can count on our open arms.  

On the security front, the U.S. war on terrorism cannot be waged successfully without engaging 
the Southeast Asia that shares many values and determination with the U.S.  Our partnership 
should not be measured simply by the number of terrorists or arms dealers we arrest, or by the 
number of prevention initiatives or training courses we organise.  Our partnership should go 
deeper and address the actual root causes that add fuel to terrorism.  

The differences in culture and faith as well as socio-economic grievances must be factored into 
our broader counter-terrorism strategy.  Non-state actors have to be involved and taken into 
account.  Let us not forget that in Southeast Asia, three major religions have managed to co-
exist peacefully, and satisfactorily, long before ASEAN was born in 1967.  It refl ects the region’s 
embrace of the value of respect for diversity and tolerance. It is incumbent upon ASEAN member 
states to learn from it and build on it. Our region can become safer again and thus contributing 
to world wide war on counter terrorism.

On the economic front, the ASEAN-U.S. Enhanced Partnership should continue to complement 
the ASEAN Economic Community to ensure that it will be inclusive and outward-looking beyond 
Southeast Asia.  The ASEAN-U.S. Trade and Investment Framework (TIFA) should also be further 
enhanced.  

Nevertheless, as economic development is central to the region’s future, we would like to see 
the United States invest in creating regional hubs for trade and manufacturing opportunities.  
We would like the United States to take advantage of the dynamic integration of ASEAN and the 
close friendship between Thailand and the U.S.

The United States should also engage in education and economic development to create 
conditions more conducive for people to adjust their norms and thinking.  Ideological change 
needs to be driven by socio-economic changes.  And the lack of development in some areas 
should not be allowed to cloud the broader picture. 

As things now stand – we should be frank, the ASEAN-U.S. partnership has been kept from 
developing to its full potential in no small part by the issue of Myanmar.  In fact, this issue has 
unfortunately even spilled over into the discussions on Thai-U.S. relations.  

My question is: is this worth it for both of us?

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Thailand and Myanmar are neighbours.  Like it or not, we have no choice but to live next to 
each other.  That is why I have made clear after taking offi ce my intention to pursue what I call 
“neighbour engagement” with Myanmar, as with all our other neighbours.  
Simply put, we enjoy no luxury of distance, but saddled instead with the burden of proximity.
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With Myanmar, the reality is not only that many ordinary Thais living along the border depend 
on border trade.  Thailand also needs Myanmar’s cooperation to tackle transborder issues such 
as drug traffi cking, communicable diseases, displaced persons and illegal labour.  We believe 
that imposing sanctions, or putting pressure, would not work and will only hurt the victims of 
suppression or the target that sanction is intended to protect or help.

On the contrary, I believe that, 

• Through economic engagement, we can help improve the livelihood of the Myanmar  
 people themselves through more jobs and income.  
• Through technical assistance, we can help them with institution- and capacity-  
 building.
• Through closer transportation networks of roads and rails, we can help Myanmar open  
 up and link with others in the Greater Mekong Sub-region and beyond.

At the same time, as a friend, Thailand can give Myanmar neighbourly advice.  And as friend, we 
will be in a better position to persuade them to see the merit of democracy, respect for human 
rights and the rule of law.

In fact, during my Prime Minister’s visit to Myanmar last week, I conveyed to Myanmar the 
concerns of the international community, our wish to see continued momentum towards 
democratisation and national reconciliation; the need for credible and inclusive referendum and 
elections; and the importance of Myanmar’s continued cooperation with the United Nations.

As a fi rst step, the Myanmar authorities have been receptive to our offer to share Thailand’s 
experiences on holding a national referendum for the constitution.

Indeed, if Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines could be taken as examples, democratic 
change has to come from within and not from outside.   

Quietly, though slowly, we aim to turn this burden of proximity into pragmatic opportunity, for 
the sake of the people of Myanmar, our next door neighbour.

(Thai-U.S. Relations: Now and the Future)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On my part, I certainly would like to see Thailand and the U.S. as a driving force for closer 
ASEAN-U.S. relations.  Our relations have been built on the foundation of people who have 
stuck together through thick and thin, in war and peace.  As the United States’ oldest ally in 
the region, Thailand is among the fi rst countries in Southeast Asia to join the struggle against 
global terrorism, with practical, concrete results.  Thai police cooperated with U.S. authorities 
in arresting Mr. Hambali, a leading fi gure of the Jemaah Islamiyah in Thailand, two years after 
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the 9/11 incident.  And just two weeks ago, the so-called “Merchant of Death” Viktor Bout was 
arrested in Bangkok. We will spare no efforts in this endeavour against terrorism.

Meanwhile, the United States remains our major trade partner.  American businesses continue 
to have strong presence in Thailand and the region, with benefi ts fl owing both ways.  They are 
profi table, while our people gain from their investment and employment.

However, we must also recognise that those generations of Americans and Thais who have 
experienced fi rst hand the mutual benefi t of our alliance are gradually being replaced by new 
and younger generations.

It is thus a challenge for us to revitalise this alliance and keep our bilateral ties a key part of the 
U.S. strategic focus in the region. 

This is why we strongly support the establishment of the Southeast Asia Initiative at the CSIS.  
The Thai-U.S. alliance is strong because it is built on mutual understanding and mutual trust.  To 
maintain this strength, we want our academics and students to create new networks of dialogue 
and discourse, building on our longstanding friendship with new ideas to counter new and 
emerging challenges. 

I am therefore pleased to see eminent institutions such as the CSIS pay greater attention to real 
policy opportunities in Thailand and ASEAN.  We stand to gain from closer security cooperation, 
from greater economic interaction, and from further institutional development in ASEAN.  
Thailand and the United States can work together in new and creative ways to achieve these 
objectives through our unique alliance and partnership.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

When the Thai-U.S. Treaty of Amity and Commerce was signed 175 years ago, it was done in four 
different languages: Thai, English, Portuguese and Chinese.  We had to rely on other languages 
to assist in the translation because then we barely knew one another’s languages.  

We have come a long way since. But still, the words of our fi rst Treaty remain signifi cant and 
relevant now as they were then. For with it, our two countries and peoples are committed to a 
friendship “so long as heaven and earth shall endure” and that is a long, long, long time.  

On this day, the twentieth of March 2008, the 175th Anniversary of Thai-U.S. relations, and as 
we work together towards the future based on mutual interests and shared core values even in 
different circumstances and changing landscape, let us continue to remind ourselves of these 
words, and make it truly meaningful to this and future generations of Thais and Americans.  

 Thank you. 
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Appendix 15.  Chronology of Events

1821  First American ship reaches Bangkok.
1831  June  First American missionary, David Abeel, arrives in Siam.
1833  March 18 H.M. King Nang Klao (Rama 111) grants audience to American envoy 

Edmund Roberts.
 March 20  Siam and U.S. sign Treaty of Amity and Commerce in Bangkok.
1835  June  Rev. Dr. Dan Beach Bradley arrives in Siam with Thai printing press and 

type from Singapore.
1837  June  First Protestant church built in Bangkok.
1844  July 4  Dr. Dan Bradley begins publishing The Bangkok Recorder, the fi rst 

newspaper in Siam.
1850  April  Joseph Balestier heads second American mission to Siam.
1856  May  U.S. appoints fi rst Consul to Siam, the Rev. Stephen Mattoon.
 May 29  Siam signs Harris Treaty with U.S.; agrees to impose no restraint on trade 

and concedes to extraterritoriality
1861  Feb. 14  H.M King Mongkut writes to President James Buchanan offering 

elephants; receives reply from President Abraham Lincoln a year later.
1866   Harris Treaty terms revised; shipping regulations modifi ed.
1879  April Former President Ulysses S. Grant visits Siam.
1881 June  U.S. appoints John A. Halderman as fi rst American envoy to Siam with 

title of Consul-General.
  Siam appoints Prince Prisdang Jumsai fi rst Minister to the U.S., residing in 

London.
1884  May 6  Prince Nares Warariddhi, Chief of the Siamese Mission to the U.S., 

presents his credentials to President Chester A. Arthur.
1894   Standard Oil Company of New York (Socony) opens a branch offi ce in 

Bangkok.
1902   Crown Prince Vajiravudh, later King Rama VI, visits the United States.
1903   Siam appoints fi rst American, Edward H. Strobel, as General Advisor.
1920  Dec. 16  Siam–U.S. Treaty and Protocol abolishes extraterritoriality for American 

subjects, eases trade, promises protection of copyrights and patents.
1923  Frances B. Sayre becomes Advisor to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
1926   Siam concludes treaties with European countries along lines of the 1920 

Siam–U.S Treaty and Protocol.
1927  Dec. 5  H.R.H. Prince Bhumipol Adulyadej is born at Mount Auburn Hospital in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts.
1931  April  Their Majesties King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai Barni visit the 

United States.
1937   U.S. and Siam sign Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation.
1939   Siam offi cially changes name to Thailand.
1941  Dec. 8  Japanese troops enter Thailand following Japanese declaration of war on 

the U.S. and Britain.
1942  Jan.  Prime Minister Field Marshal Pibulsonggram declares war on the U.S. Thai 
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Minister in Washington; M.R. Seni Pramoj announces that his legation is 
independent of the Pibul government; the U.S. refuses to recognize the 
declaration of war.

1945  Aug. 14  Japan surrenders.
 Aug. 21  U.S. Secretary of State James Byrnes accepts Thailand’s Peace 

Proclamation.
1946  June  Edwin F. Stanton, fi rst U.S. envoy with rank of Ambassador to Thailand, 

arrives in Bangkok.
 Dec. 16 Thailand becomes a member of the United Nations.
1948   Jim Thompson founds the Thai Silk Company.
1950  July 1  Thai-U.S. Educational and Cultural Exchange Agreement signed.
 Sept. 19 Thai-U.S. Economic and Technical Cooperation Agreement signed.
 Oct. 17  Thai-U.S. Military Assistance Agreement signed.
1954  Feb. 19 Thailand and the U.S. join other signatories of the Manila Pact to form 

the Southeast Asian Treaty Organization (SEATO).
1955  May  Prime Minister Field Marshal Pibulsonggram visits the U.S.
1956   American Chamber of Commerce in Thailand founded.
1958  July 10  First section of “Friendship Highway,” built with U.S. aid, shortens 

Bangkok-Korat drive by 150 kilometers.
1960  June  Their Majesties King Bhumipol and Queen Sirikit visit the United States, 

accompanied by their four children.
1961  March President John F. Kennedy dispatches a 500-man Marine helicopter 

detachment to Udorn. The American Field Service starts exchanges 
of American and Thai high school students. Mitraparb Education 
Foundation established. 

1962  Jan.  First American Peace Corps Volunteers arrive in Thailand
 March 6  Rusk-Thanat Joint statement signed in Washington pledging U.S. support 

for Thailand’s defense.
1964  First U.S. military forces are based in Thailand.
1966  May 29  U.S. and Thailand conclude a new Treaty of Amity and Economic 

Relations.
 Oct. 27–30 President and Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson visit Bangkok.
1967 June  Their Majesties King Bhumipol and Queen Sirikit visit the United States a 

second time. President Lyndon B. Johnson hosts His Majesties for a state 
dinner at the White House. 

1969 July  President Richard M. Nixon visits Bangkok.
1971  Oct. 14  California Governor Ronald Reagan visits Bangkok as President Nixon’s 

representative.
1975  March 15  Prime Minister M.R. Kukrit Pramoj asks the U.S. to withdraw all troops 

from Thailand.
1976  July 20  The United States completes its military withdrawal from Thailand.
1979 Nov. U.S. First Lady Rosalynn Carter visits Thailand to assess refugee situation.
1980  Feb.  July Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn receives army training in the United 
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States at United States Army Institute for Military Assistance, Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina.

1981    Nov. 9  Queen Sirikit receives the fi rst Save the Children Distinguished Service 
Award in New York.

1982  June  Thailand and U.S. stage their fi rst annual Cobra Gold joint military 
exercise.

1983  March 20  While receiving air force training in the U.S., Crown Prince 
Vajiralongkorn represents Thailand in commemorating the 150th 
anniversary of the fi rst U.S.–Siam treaty.

1984  April 13  U.S. and Thailand sign Agreement on Cooperation in Science and 
Technology

1985  March 5–27  Queen Sirikit visits U.S., opens SUPPORT exhibits, receives award from 
the Save the Children Fund.

 March 14  Asia Society awards Queen Sirikit its Humanitarian Award in New York.
1986  May  U.S. First Lady Nancy Reagan visits Bangkok, receives award for her anti-

drug efforts.
1987  Jan. 9  Ambassador William A. Brown and Minister of Defense Air Chief Marshal 

Panieng Kantarat sign War Reserve Stockpile Agreement.
1989  May  The Vice President and Mrs. Quayle visit Thailand.
1990  June  Prime Minister Chatichai Choonhavan meets President Bush during his 

offi cial visit to the United States. 
  Thailand and the Centers for Disease Control (U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services) join in full-scale AIDS research in Thailand.
1992  Oct.–Nov. Queen Sirikit, the Crown Prince, and Princess Chulabhorn are hosted at 

the White House by President and Mrs. Bush. 
1994  Oct. 8  Vice President Al Gore and Deputy Prime Minister Amnuay Viravan sign 

an agreement on protecting the environment.
 Dec. 6  Mr. Anand Panyarachun, former Prime Minister of Thailand, becomes the 

fi rst chairman of the Kenan Institute Asia.
1996 May 7  The HIV/AIDS collaboration, a joint intervention research activity 

between the Centers for Disease Control and the Thai Ministry of Public 
Health, opens its new offi ce and lab in Nonthaburi.

 May 8  Foreign Minister Kasem S. Kasemsri and Ambassador William H. Itoh 
signed a bilateral Air Services Agreement expanding aviation rights of the 
airlines of the United States and Thailand.

 May 14  Deputy Prime Minister Amnuay Virawan and U.S. Ambassador Itoh open 
the new U.S. Embassy at 120-122 Wireless road.

 Nov. 26–27 President and Mrs. Clinton visit H.M. King Bhumipol and H.M. Queen 
Sirikit in celebration of the 50th anniversary of His Majesty’s accession 
to the throne. 

 Nov. 26 President Clinton and Prime Minister Banharn witnessed the signing 
of a bilateral taxation treaty, which prevent, double taxation of U.S. 
companies in Thailand. 
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1997  July 11 President Clinton deploys a task force of 550 U.S. military personnel to 
Utapao Air Base in Thailand. 

 Nov. 19  Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn makes a visit to the United States 
Information Service at the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok.

 1998 March 11–15  Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai visits the United States.
 Sept. 30  Thai Foreign Minister Surin Pitsuwan and U.S. Ambassador to Thailand 

William H. Itoh sign agreement to establish International Law 
Enforcement Academy (ILEA), Bangkok. 

 Nov. 3 Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn witnesses the launch of the space 
shuttle Discovery at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.

1999 March 3–4 Secretary of State Madeleine Korbel Albright visits Thailand.
 Sept. 30  Deputy Prime Minister Trairong Suwankiri and U.S. Ambassador Richard 

E. Hecklinger sign agreement to support the GLOBE program in Thailand.
 Oct. 1 U.S. Information Agency is abolished and public diplomacy is transferred 

to the Department of State; broadcasting elements are transferred to 
the Broadcasting Board of Governors; in Thailand, the U.S. Information 
Service becomes the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy.

 Nov. 19  Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn visits the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok’s 
Public Affairs Section.

2000 July 1  The Fulbright Program in Thailand celebrates its 50th Anniversary. 
 July 26–29  Secretary of State Albright participates in the seventh ASEAN Regional 

Forum and the ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conference held in Bangkok.
2001 Jan. 26  The U.S. Consulate General in Chiang Mai celebrates its 50th anniversary.
 April 19 Thai Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai meets with U.S. Secretary of 

State Colin L. Powell in Washington D.C
 July 2  The Kingdom of Thailand awarded the 2001 Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

International Disability Award at the United Nations in New York.
 Dec. 13–19 Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra visits the United States. President 

Bush and Prime Minister Thaksin release a Joint Statement between the 
United States of America and the Kingdom of Thailand.

2002 Jan. 20  Peace Corps Thailand celebrates its 40th anniversary.
 July 29  Secretary of State Colin L. Powell visits Thailand.
 Oct. 4–16  Queen Sirikit visits the United States.
 Oct. 23  United States and Thailand sign a Trade and Investment Framework 

Agreement (TIFA).
 2003 July 1  USTDA awards US$139,887 grant to Aeronautical Radio of Thailand Ltd to 

fund a feasibility study.
 Oct. 18  U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell and Thai Foreign Minister Surakiart 

Sathirathai sign the U.S.-Thailand Air Cargo Agreement in Bangkok.
 Oct. 18–21  President Bush visits Thailand to attend the 11th Asian Pacifi c Economic 

Cooperation (APEC) Summit meeting.
 Dec. 30  President Bush formally designates Thailand as a Major Non-NATO Ally 

(MNNA).
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 2004  Feb. 12 United States Trade Representative Robert B. Zoellick formally notifi es 
congress of intent to negotiate a free trade agreement with Thailand. 

 Dec. 26  Indian Ocean tsunami devastates the coast of Thailand, leaving more 
than 1,473 dead and 3,000 injured.

 Dec. 30 Thailand grants the United States permission to use Utapao Air Base as a 
regional hub for aid efforts.

 2005 Jan. 4 Secretary of State Colin Powell and Governor Jeb Bush visit Thailand in 
support of tsunami relief efforts. 

 July 10–11  Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice travels to Phuket to survey tsunami 
recovery and reconstruction.

 Sept. 19  The United States and Thailand sign an Open Skies Aviation Agreement.
 2006 July 18 Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol of Thailand dedicates a gift of books 

from the Thai Royal Family to the University of Oregon Libraries. 
 Sept. 19  Prime Minster Thaksin Shinawatra is deposed in a coup d’etat.
 Oct. 23  His Majesty King Bhumipol Adulyadej becomes the fi rst recipient of the 

World Food Prize Borlaug Medallion for his humanitarian efforts. 
 Dec. 12  Former President George H. W. Bush and Mrs. Bush visit Thailand 

pledging continued support for tsunami relief efforts.
 2007  Feb. 21 Thailand and the United States launch a public awareness campaign to 

eradicate illegal wildlife trade in Southeast Asia.
 July 5  Thai artists participate in Mekong River cultural exhibit at the 

Smithsonian Folklife Festival in the United States.
 Sept. 10–14  The U.S. supports a series of disaster preparedness mini-exercises and 

trainings at the Port of Laem Chabang.
 Nov. 10–13  The Preservation Hall Jazz Band from New Orleans, Louisiana, plays 

a series of shows in Thailand in honor of His Majesty the King’s 80th 
Birthday.

 2008  Jan. 11  Ambassador Eric G. John assumes duties as the U.S. Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Thailand.  
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