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“Thailand at a Glance” 
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Full country name:  Kingdom of Thailand 
Land area: 200,000 sq. mi. (513,115 sq. km.)     
                   slightly smaller than Texas 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Time zone: UTC/GMT + 7 Hours 

Climate:  Tropical monsoon climate with a        

                  high degree of humidity 

      Annual average temperature 66–100 °F 

Population: 68 million 

Language: Thai 

Nationality: Thai 

Capital city: Bangkok (population 7 million)  

Government: Parliamentary democracy with a     

                       constitutional monarchy 

Head of State: H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej 

Head of Government: Prime Minister (with a  

                   four-year term) 

   

 

 

FACTS 

ANDAMAN SEA 
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THAILAND was also known as  

SIAM to the world. 

On 11 May 1949, an official 

 proclamation changed the  

name of the country to  

"Thailand" or "Pra-Thet Thai"   

(in Thai language).  

The word "Thai" means “free,”  

and therefore "Thailand"  

means “Land of the Free.” 

Thailand 

Siam 

Picture Courtesy of  
Kasma Loha-unchit  
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Ban Chiang is considered the most 
important prehistoric settlement so 
far discovered in Southeast Asia. It 
marks an important stage in human 
cultural, social and technological 
evolution. The site presents the 
earliest evidence of farming in the 
region and of the manufacture and 
use of metals.  

Ban Chiang is an  
archeological site located 

in  
Nong Han District,  

Udon Thani Province, 
Thailand. 

 It has been on  
the UNESCO  

World Heritage list since 
1992.  

World Heritage Ban Chiang 

Siamosaurus, meaning “Siamese lizard,” was  

another carnivore to rule northeastern  
Thailand 100 million years ago along with  
Siamotyrannus Isanesis. Siamosaurus was one  

of Spinosaurus relatives that have the same  
crocodile head like Siamosaurus. Most of  
this dinosaur’s fossils were found in  
northeastern Thailand which made it a         
unique dinosaur for the country. 

Siamosaurus Suteethorni Dinosaurs of Thailand 
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South 

Central 

East 

North Northeast 

Regions of  
Thailand 

http://www.unseentourthailand.com/pgallery/?module=gallery&cate_id=all&id=433&page=all
http://www.unseentourthailand.com/pgallery/?module=gallery&cate_id=all&id=338&page=all
http://www.unseentourthailand.com/pgallery/?module=gallery&cate_id=all&id=232&page=all
http://www.unseentourthailand.com/pgallery/?module=gallery&cate_id=all&id=528&page=all
http://www.unseentourthailand.com/pgallery/?module=gallery&cate_id=all&id=520&page=all
http://www.thainame.net/weblampang/fourthai/page2/nort.html
http://www.unseentourthailand.com/pgallery/?module=gallery&cate_id=all&id=404&page=all
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Religion 

Nation 

Religion 

Monarchy 

Nation 

The national flag of Thailand 

National Flag 

…In every village town in Thailand, the national flag is raised each 
day at 8.00 a.m. and lowered at 6.00 p.m.  

The national anthem is played during these ceremonies…. 

The Thai flag has five horizontal stripes. From top to bottom, the colors are 
red, white, blue, white, and red. The red stripes stand for the nation and the 
white ones for religion. The wider blue band in the center, occupying one-
third of the total area, symbolizes the monarchy.  These three concepts -- 
nation, religion and monarchy -- unite the Thai people.  

1916 - 1917 

1855 - 1916 1817 - 1855 

1917 - Present 

Evolution of Thai National Flag 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.world-flags-symbols.com/_img_nations5/thailand_flag.png&imgrefurl=http://www.world-flags-symbols.com/thailand/&usg=__u6ngj5DBiBppn3tQHqFEP1WQOxI=&h=533&w=800&sz=3&hl=en&start=13&um=1&tbnid=3Jrxzda84fIbGM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=Thai+flag&hl=en&sa=N&um=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:State_Flag_of_Thailand_(1916).svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Thailand_(1817).svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Thailand.svg


Religion 
94.7% of Thais are Theravada Buddhists. 4.6 %, or second largest religious group, are Muslims. 
Other religions, including Hinduism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Christianity, mainly Catholics,  
represent the rest of the population.  

By its very nature, Buddhism, which is based on the 
teachings of the Buddha, “the enlightened one,” is a 
compassionate and tolerant religion, the aim of which 
is the alleviation of suffering. Consequently, Thai 
people are very respectful of the religious beliefs of 
others and are very open toward discussing their 
Buddhist values with visitors. 

7 
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H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
 

The world’s longest reigning monarch and 
Thailand’s beloved King  

King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
Square located in Cambridge, MA, 
was dedicated  to H.M. the King on 
April 8, 1990 by H.R.H. Princess 
Chulabhorn, His Majesty’s youngest 
daughter.  
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Currency Exchange Rate 

1 USD = 32 Thai Baht 
[Approximately]  

THAI BAHT (฿)  

Thai Currency 

Coins 

Bank Notes  
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T h a i  People 
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National Symbols 

National Animal 
“Chang Thai”  

(Thai elephant) 

National Architecture 

“Sala Thai”  
(Thai-style arbor) 

National Flower 
“Ratchaphruek”  

(Cassia fitula or  
golden shower) 

Image by Isan Chula Club 
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Thai Elephant Thai Elephant 

White Elephants are 
regarded as a blessing 

to the Kingdom of 
Thailand. 

Elephant painting flowers 

Elephants are often used in religious ceremonies as means of transportation.   
When a child is in the initial stages of becoming a monk, the child will ride  
around the village or town on the back of a beautifully decorated elephant. 

The weight of an elephant’s brain is four times that  
of a human brain. An elephant’s trunk has100,000 
muscles and weighs about as much as a 5th grade  
student!!  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 



13 

Thai Way of Greeting  
 Wai 

The "Wai" is when you grasp two hands together and bring them toward 
your chin with your head bent slightly forward.  

 

This action is used in greetings and farewells. It is also used to show respect 
and acknowledgement instead of a handshake. 

http://nmazca.com/bangkok/thailand_mcdonalds.jpg


ภ า ษ า ไ ท ย 

Hello 
[Good morning,   
   afternoon or     

   evening] 

สวัสด ี Sa-was-dee  
 

Well สบายด ี Sa-bai-dee 

Glad ยินดี / 

ดีใจ  

Yin-dee    or  

dee-jai 

 Sorry ขอโทษ Khor-toed 

Thank you  ขอบคุณ Kob-khun 

Good Bye    

  
ลาก่อน / 

สวัสด ี

Lar-gorn  or  

Sa-was-dee 

I  

You 

ผม / ฉนั 
คุณ 

Pom / Chan 

Khun  

 Thai alphabet was created during the 
reign of King Ramkhamhaeng in the 
Sukhothai period (13th century). 

๑ ๒ ๓ ๔ ๕ ๖ ๗ ๘ ๙ 

    Thai Language 

14 



15 

Thais celebrate traditional Thai New Year or 
Songkran from April 13 to April 15, which are 
designated as national holidays. Since the olden 
times, Thais regard water  as a pure element that 
could wash away all kinds of evil and misfortune, 
and bring good luck and happiness.The Songkran 
Festival is also called the Water Festival. 

Festival of lights and illuminated boats procession during the 
full moon of the twelfth lunar month (usually in mid-

November) 

Tradition & Festival 
 

Songkran,  
Thai New Year 

Loi Kratong 
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Thai Classical Dance  
Arts & Culture  

The formal classical Thai dance, or khon, 
uses elaborate costumes and jeweled, 

gilded masks to perform scenes from the 
Ramakien, the Thai version of the Hindu 
Ramayana epic. The plays are performed 

without spoken words and are 
accompanied by narrators and Thai 

classical music. Khon can be compared to 
ballet in the Western theater. 
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 Thai Musical Instruments  

          The most prominent instrument in classical Thai music is the wooden xylophone called ranart. Most Thai 
orchestras will have one or two ranart with gongs, fiddles, cymbals and a woodwind instrument called the      

peenai. In all, a typical orchestra will have five to ten musicians.  
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Tradition & Culture 

Sports     

Muay Thai 

Takraw 

Bull Racing 

Boat Racing 

Kite Flying 
Photo by Samuel 
David Ayres III 
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Taste of Thai Cuisine 

Pad Thai Tom Yum  Kung 
Image by Takeaway  

Green Curry 

Thai Hom Mali Rice  

Kitchen of the World 

Kung Ob Wunsaen 

Mango with glutinous rice  
           

Mussaman 
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Tropical  
Fruit 

Taste of  
Thai 

Cilantro 
Coriander  

Chili   

Rambutan  

Jackfruit  

Custard Apple  

1 
5 

12 

17 

27 
28 

http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=16
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=13
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=1
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=7
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=5
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=3
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=18
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=14
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=16
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=2
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=4
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=6
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=9
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=22
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=12
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=13
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=8
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=10
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=9
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=3
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=1
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=7
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=10
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=21
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=23
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/fruitdetail.php?fruit_id=8
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=5
http://www.thaifoodtoworld.com/home/ingredientdetail.php?ingredient_id=11
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Native Animals 

Thai Ridgeback dog 

Siamese cat 

Siamese  fighting fish 

Image courtesy of  
Daniella Vereeken 

Image by  
Seamus Kearney 

http://s210.photobucket.com/albums/bb294/Bowkie_photo/Siamese Cat/?action=view&current=siam7.png
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Natural scenery of Thailand 
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Treasures of two  
Nations at the 
Smithsonian 

After World War II,  
Thailand became not only a  

major ally of the United  
States, but a key economic  
partner in the region. The 

anchor of the post-war  
relationship was the 1966  

Treaty of Amity and  
Economic Relations, which  

facilitated the access of  
Thai and U.S. companies to  

each other’s markets. 
Treaty of Amity and  

Commerce, 1833 

The Thai - U.S. relations date back to 1833 when the  Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce was signed during the time of His Majesty King  
Phra Nang Klao, and President Andrew Jackson. With that treaty,  
the two nations  pledged to establish “a perpetual peace” between 
each other. 

Thai – U.S. Relations  
1966 Treaty of Amity 
and  Economic 
Relations 



24 

Royal Gifts 
Among the collections of the  

Smithsonian, Washington, D.C. 
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The closeness of Thai-U.S. friendship is 
symbolized by the many exchanges at the 

highest levels. Such exchanges began as early  
as 1902, when Crown Prince Vajiravudh, later 

crowned King Rama VI, visited the United 
States. In the post-war years, His Majesty  

King Bhumibol Adulyadej,  Her MajestyQueen 
Sirikit and their four children have all visited  
the United States multiple times. Of particular 
note were the State visits by Their Majesties  

the King and Queen to the United States in 1960 
and 1967. The fact that His Majesty was born  
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where a public 

square bears his name, makes the bond between 
the two countries all the more special. 

On the U.S. side, President Ulysses Grant visited 
Thailand, after completing his term in 1877.  
Since then, a succession of visits by U.S. 

Presidents and First Ladies have served to  
strengthen the military, economic, cultural  
and political ties between Thailand and the  

United States. These visits included  
high-profile trips by former Presidents Lyndon  

Johnson, Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan,  
Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush 

High-  Level 

Visits 



On 18 November 2012, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej granted an 
audience to Mr. Barack Obama, President of the United States of America, 

during the latter's official visit to Thailand. 
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One of the stones in the internal wall of the 
Washington Monument, inscribed with the 

word “SIAM,” was a gift from the Kingdom of 
Siam to  the United States in 1882. 

    Washington Monument Memorial Stones    
    SIAM 

Stone #102 : SIAM 



People - to - People: how we connect 
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Peace Corps volunteers teaching English 

Thai New Year with  
Cherry Blossom Princesses 

Cooking  Lesson at the  
Royal Thai Emnbassy Open House 

Cultural performance  
at the Kennedy Center 

American-Thai Sister School  
Activities 



Royal Thai Embassy 
1024  Wisconsin Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20007 

Tel. 202  944  3600 

www.thaiembdc.org 

 

http://www.thaiembdc.org/

