
 
 

 
 

 

Promoting Regional Prosperity  

1. Promote more liberalized trade and investment 

policies in the region.  

 Support regional economic integration through 

various initiatives, including TPP, which would 

lead toward Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific. 

 Thailand is interested in TPP and has set up a 

committee to conduct feasibility study which 

will consult with all stakeholders. Hence, 

Thailand welcomes US’ proposal to hold 

workshops for ASEAN countries to understand 

key elements of TPP and the reforms needed.  
 

2. Promote greater trade and investment facilitation  

 Implement Trade and Investment Framework 

Arrangement (TIFA) and Expanded Economic 

Engagement (E3).  

 Support exchanges of best practices under Trade 

and Environmental Dialogue, such as recent 

workshop on IUU fishing. Encourage expansion 

to include issues like wildlife trafficking. 
 

3. Partnership for the future   

 Narrow development gaps within ASEAN and 

promote sustainable development. 

 Strengthen SMEs’ competitiveness and promote 

business matching among SMEs. 

 Networking between young and women 

entrepreneurs in Lower Mekong Subregion and 

ASEAN. 

 Promote digital economy and greater investment 

by American companies in the areas of R&D, 

transfer of hi-technology for production, e-

commerce.  

 Promote STEM education. 

 Promote partnership between ASEAN and the 

U.S. toward “Creative ASEAN” in order to 

develop creative economies in the region, 

building on current Thai-U.S. creative partnership 

scheme.   
 
 

 

 

Peace, Security and Security/Transnational 

Challenges  
South China Sea 

 Concern about the situation in the South China Sea, 

particularly any militarization of the area. 

Encourage all parties concerned to exercise self-

restraint, to refrain from any activity that would 

complicate the situation and to have more regular 

and frank consultations.  

 Stress the need to reduce tensions, prevent 

escalation and miscalculation.  

 Stress the need to resolve the issue through peaceful 

means on the basis of international law. 

 Stress that ASEAN and China should effectively 

implement the DOC and accelerate the COC 

consultations.  

 View that the effort by the US to promote freedom 

and safety of navigation and overflight in 

accordance with universal principles of 

international law is important.  

 Urge the US to continue to support ASEAN 

centrality and unity.  
 

North Korea 
 

 Deep concern about recent provocative actions by 

North Korea. 

 Abide by and support relevant UN Security Council 

resolutions toward denuclearization of the Korean 

Peninsula. 

 ASEAN can play a role in helping to create an 

environment conducive to peaceful dialogue, 

including the 6-party talks. 
 

Counter-Terrorism 
 

 Condemn terrorism and ready to work closely with 

partners to combat terrorism and counter violent 

extremism through moderation and interfaith 

dialogue. 

 Support closer exchange of information and 

intelligence, including risk analysis of terrorist acts  
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and tracing of movement of terrorist groups. 

Thailand is linking our database on passport 

inspection system with INTERPOL 

 Support international efforts to stem the flow of 

funding to terrorist groups and prevent movements 

of foreign fighters. 

 Support international efforts to prevent violent 

extremist propaganda. Stress the need to tackle 

contributing factors leading people to be 

vulnerable to violent extremist propaganda, such 

as poverty, disparities, injustice and social 

alienation.  

 Ready to work with partners to combat, prevent 

and resist cyber threats, especially cyber terrorism. 
 

Global Health Security 
 

 Commend the US leadership in stopping the 

spread of Ebola. 

 Work closely with the US under the Global Health 

Security Agenda framework, as a lead country on 

workforce development and capacity building for 

medical labs, including technical training support 

for neighboring countries.  

 Strengthen cooperation with the US through the 

Armed Forces Research Institute of Medical 

Sciences (AFRIMS) in Thailand – a crown jewel 

of US military medical research worldwide. This 

has paved the way for regional cooperation, such 

as the ASEAN Center of Military Medicine which 

was established in Thailand in 2015. 

 Strengthen cooperation between Thai Public 

Health Ministry and the US CDC on diseases 

control and prevention. 
 

Human Trafficking/IUU 
 

 

 High on Thai Government’s agenda and 

undertaking comprehensive reform.  

 Have made significant efforts to combat human 

trafficking, including toughening laws, punishing 

officials, bringing criminals especially “big fish” 

to justice, expediting trials, enhancing victim 

protection. 

 Will continue to work closely with all parties. 

Have close cooperation with US agencies, such as 

FBI, DHS, and through International Law 

Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Bangkok, which 

has played a key role in regional law enforcement 

training. Will continue to work closely with 

neighboring countries, international organizations 

and NGOs. 

 Expediting domestic procedures to ratify ASEAN 

Convention against Trafficking in Persons, 

especially Women and Children.  

 Encourage closer cooperation between ASEAN and 

the US in tackling human trafficking. 

 Stress Thailand’s serious commitment to eradicate 

illegal fishing, human trafficking and illegal use of 

labor in the fisheries sector. The goal is to protect 

human dignity, environment and ensure that 

consumers have confidence in the international 

ethical standards of Thai products.  

 Inform that Thailand has amended relevant 

domestic law to comply with the Port State 

Measures Agreement (PSMA) and is going 

through the internal process toward ratifying the 

agreement within this year. 
 

Child Sexual Abuse  
 

 Fully support the International Megan’s Law and 

emphasize the need for stronger cooperation 

against child sexual abuse in order to protect 

children.  
 

Irregular Migration 
 

 Thank countries for actively participating in two 

international conferences held in Thailand on 

irregular migration in the Indian Ocean last year. 

This close cooperation led to a sharp drop in the 

number of irregular migrants undertaking the 

journey in the Indian Ocean.   

 Thank the US for resettlement and capacity 

building of law enforcement in ASEAN. 
 

Wildlife Trafficking 
 

 Expand cooperation to combat transnational 

environmental crimes, especially illegal wildlife 

trade. Thai agencies have been closely monitoring 

wildlife trade online and in at-risk areas. 

 Hope to see more cooperation between ASEAN 

and the US on this issue, including through 

ASEAN Wildlife Enforcement Network. 
 

Climate Change  
 

 Water security is important for Thailand as an 

agricultural country. Now facing the challenge of 

drought which affects farmers. 

 Reiterate Thailand’s goal of reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions by at least 20 percent and up to 25 

percent by 2030.  

 Call for more cooperation between ASEAN and 

the US in the areas of clean/renewable energy 

technology development and transfer, and capacity 

building.  
 

Natural Disasters 
 

 Hope to see closer cooperation between ASEAN 

and the US on disaster response preparedness 

capacity, including through the Disaster 

Emergency Logistics System for ASEAN 

(DELSA).




